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EQUAL RIGHTS AND OPPORTUNITIES POLICY 

 
The Pleasant Valley School District is an equal rights and opportunities education institution and does 
not discriminate on the  basis of race, color, n ational origin/ethnicity, gender, age,  disability, sexua l 
orientation, union membership, religion, or any other legally  protected classification in its admissions, 
educational programs, activities, or em ployment policies.  P ublication of this po licy is in accordance 
with state and federal laws including the Am ericans with Disabilities Act, Ti tle VI, Title IX  of the 
Education Amendments Act of 1972 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the 
Amendments of 1974 State laws and PA Departm ent of Education regulations concerning equal rights 
and opportunities. The Pleasant Valle y School District’s commit ment to non-discrimination extends to 
students, employees, prospective employees, and the community.  For information regarding civil rights 
or grievance procedures, services, activities and f acilities that are accessible to and usable by persons 
with disabilities, in ad dition to all other inqu iries, please contact the Assi stant Superintendent for 
Personnel and General Administration and Title IX and Section 504 Co ordinator, who is located in the 
Pleasant Valley School District Administration Building, Route 115, Brodheadsville, Pennsylvania 
18322, (570) 402-1000 Ext. 1209. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

 
Dear Students and Parents/Guardians:  
 
We welcome you as a mem ber of our school communit y. As we begin anot her year of school, we are lookin g 
forward to providing our s tudents with an exciting and challenging educational program. We ask each st udent to 
engage our program with a positive attitude and a willingness to learn.  
 
This handbook contains a great deal of the information you need to know about our buildings, practices, rules, 
procedures, and regulations. We especi ally encourage parents and students to discuss this information with eac h 
other. Additional copies of the School Board Policies that are referenced throughout the handbook are available at 
all schools and the District Administrative Office, as well as on the school district website at www.pvbears.org.  
 
It is both the student’s and parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to be aware of the contents of this handbook.  Please 
read through the handbook and sign the Acknowledgement Form below. Students must return the signed statement 
to their homeroom teacher during the fi rst week of sc hool. We would appreciate any  comments or suggestions 
concerning the handbook and its contents.  
 
We hope that our parents/guardians and students will always do their best to help one another, support our school 
district and our policies, and take advantage of all the opport unities the Pleasant Valley  School District has to  
offer.  
 
Sincerely, 
Pleasant Valley School District Principals 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 
    (Please detach, sign, and return)  

 
I acknowledge that my child/children and I have read and that we are sub ject to the responsibilities set forth in the Student-
Parent Handbook including, but not limited to: rights and responsibilities; bus procedures and discipline; lockers; searches; 
human growth and development waiver; weapons policy; policies on threats and  bullying; policies on dr ugs, alcohol, and  
controlled substances; discipline/code of conduct; and other Pleasant Valley School District policies, rules and regulations. I 
understand that copies of referenced Pleasant Valley School Board Policies are avai lable at all schools and t he 
Administration Office, as well as on the school district website at www.pvbears.org  
 
I also understand that the school district plans to provide transportation for my child/children to go to and from school.  If I 
do not wish to receive these services at any time during the school year, I m ust notify the Pleasant Valley School District 
Transportation Liaison at 570-402-1000 Ext. 4930. 
 
 
______________________________________ _____________________________________ Date:_____/_____/2012 

(Print Parent’s Name) (Parent’s Signature)  
   
______________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________ 

(Print Student’s Name) (Student’s Signature) (Homeroom) 
   

______________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________ 
(Print Student’s Name) (Student’s Signature) (Homeroom) 

   
______________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________ 

(Print Student’s Name) (Student’s Signature) (Homeroom) 
   

______________________________________ _____________________________________ _____________________ 
(Print Student’s Name) (Student’s Signature) (Homeroom) 
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What We Want For Our Kids! 
 

PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT PERFORMANCE EXPECTATIONS 
 
The Pleasant Valley  School District’ s educational program is focused upon s chool and community -determined 
academic outcomes for its y oung men and women upon graduation. All graduates are provided the instructional  
and extracurricular experiences and opportunities to enable them to meet our expectations to:  

 Demonstrate effective communication skills includi ng listening, speaking, writing and reading for 
understanding;  

 Demonstrate the use of mathematical processes and applications to formulate and to solve problems;  
 Demonstrate technological and informational literacy skills;  
 Demonstrate responsible citizenship and ethical behavior;  
 Apply understanding of the social sciences to the challenges of the present and the future;  
 Demonstrate knowledge of healthy  behaviors that will lead to the development of physical, mental and 

social well being;  
 Demonstrate active care-taking of the earth and its finite resources;  
 Produce, perform or exhibit their work in the arts;  
 Demonstrate positive self-esteem and respect for others; and  
 Use critical thinki ng skills, including problem solving and decision making, both indi vidually and 

collaboratively.  
 

WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

School District Mission Statement:  Excellence in Education: A Community Commitment 
 
School District Vision Statem ent:  Pleasant Valley  School District will provide a safe learning environm ent that 
promotes academic excellence for all learners.  Our  vision is to equip students with the skills necessary  to be 
informed, healthy, productive, and responsible citizens in a progressive society. 
 
School District Shared Values: 

1. We believe that education is a pa rtnership among students, parents, educators, and the co mmunity to 
develop the “whole” student to becom e a productive  member of a strong, culturally diverse nation and a 
changing global society. 

2. We believe that everyone  can learn in  a safe student -centered environment through a var iety of learning 
opportunities and life experiences that support and engage individual differences. 

3. We believe that the school community should model and promote wellness, honesty, integrity, self-reliance, 
accountability, acceptance of diversity, and a positive work ethic as val ues essential to responsi ble 
citizenship. 

4. We believe that all school comm unity members have the responsibility to insure a safe, positive, and 
respectful environment. 

5. We believe that high ex pectation, a challenging curriculum, quality differentiated instruction, and an 
engaging learning environment develops a health y lifestyle, fosters greater student ac hievement, and 
promotes self-esteem. 

6. We believe students have the responsibility to put forth their best effort to achieve their individual potential. 

7. We believe that education is a lifelong process and key to a successful society. 
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DISTRICT CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pleasant Valley School District 
2233 Route 115, Suite 100 
Brodheadsville, PA 18322 

570-402-1000 
www.pvbears.org 

 
SCHOOL COLORS 
Royal Blue & White 

 NICKNAME   
   “The Bears”  

BOARD OF EDUCATION  
 

Mr. Thomas J. Murphy, President 
Ms. Susan Kresge, Vice President  

Mr. James Spinola, Treasurer 
Mr. Steve Borger 

Mr. Harvey Frable  
Mr. Russell Gould 

Mr. H. Charles Hoffman 
Ms. MiChelle Palmer 
Mr. Dominick Sacci 

 
As a district-wide goal to maintain open lines of communication between school officials, parents/guardians, 
students, and community members, the following information has been made available for utilization. 
 
Dates and times for Board meetings can be found in the school district calendar and/or the school district website 
at www.pvbears.org.  Meeting agendas and Board policies are also available on the school district website. 
 

DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION & SUPERVISORS  
Dr. Douglas C. Arnold, Superintendent ...................................................................................................Ext. 1205 
Ms. Carole Geary, Associate Superintendent/Curriculum & Instruction .................................................Ext. 1246 
Mr. Anthony A. Fadule, Assistant Superintendent/Personnel and General Administration ....................Ext. 1209 
Mr. Christopher J. Fisher, Assistant to the Superintendent for Prof., Support & Pupil Services .............Ext. 1279  
Ms. Keri Ramsay, Reading Supervisor.....................................................................................................Ext. 1311  
Dr. Lee Lesisko, Technology Services Coordinator/Grant Writer............................................................Ext. 1311  
Mr. Rocco Seiler, Technology Systems Coordinator ...............................................................................Ext. 4284 
Mrs. Ellen McMasters, Elementary Supervisor of Special Education......................................................Ext. 1310 
Mrs. Cheryl Caines, Secondary Supervisor of Special Education ............................................................Ext. 1310  
Mr. Mark Meinhart, Director of Buildings and Grounds..........................................................................Ext. 8289  
Mr. Howard Scott, Custodial-Warehouse Supervisor...............................................................................Ext. 8352  
Mr. Tony Pierri, Transportation Liaison/Assistant Custodial Supervisor.................................................Ext. 4930  
Ms. Viola Murphy, District Services Coordinator ...................................................................................Ext. 4215 
Ms. Susan Famularo, Business Manager ..................................................................................................Ext. 1260  
Ms. Monica Kotzmann, Administrative Assistant to the Business Manager............................................Ext. 1206  
Ms. Bonnie Grammes, Director of Food Services ....................................................................................Ext. 8452  
Ms. Nelia Marcheski, ACCESS Coordinator............................................................................................Ext. 1009 
Mr. Kenneth Newman, Mathematics Supervisor......................................................................................Ext. 1314 
 
PV Staff can be reached via e-mail by last name.first name@pvbears.org 
 

http://www.pvbears.org/
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BUILDING CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pleasant Valley High School 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. John Gress, Principal .................................................................................................................. Ext. 4003 
Mr. Robert Hines, Associate Principal............................................................................................... Ext. 4007 
Mr. Ed Pietroski, Assistant Principal ................................................................................................. Ext. 4008 
Ms. Tresa Malligo, Assistant Principal .............................................................................................. Ext. 4002 
 
Main Office........................................................................................................................................ Ext. 4001 
Guidance Office ................................................................................................................................. Ext. 4011 
Attendance Office .............................................................................................................................. Ext. 4018 
John C. Mills Office........................................................................................................................... Ext. 4007 
 

Pleasant Valley Middle School 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Howard W. Drake, Principal....................................................................................................... Ext. 2003 
Ms. Shelley Larthey, Assistant Principal ........................................................................................... Ext. 2007 
Mr. David Stefani, Dean of Students ................................................................................................. Ext. 2006 
 
Main Office........................................................................................................................................ Ext. 2001 
Guidance Office ................................................................................................................................. Ext. 2011 
Attendance Office .............................................................................................................................. Ext. 2018 
 

Pleasant Valley Intermediate School 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Todd VanNortwick, Principal ..................................................................................................... Ext. 3003 
TBA, Assistant Principal ................................................................................................................... Ext. 3006 
TBA, Dean of Students ...................................................................................................................... Ext. 3005 
 
Main Office........................................................................................................................................ Ext. 3001 
Guidance Office ................................................................................................................................. Ext. 3011 
Attendance Office .............................................................................................................................. Ext. 3018 
 

Pleasant Valley Elementary School 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Joshua Krebs, Principal............................................................................................................... Ext. 6003 
Ms. Erica Walters, Assistant Principal............................................................................................... Ext. 6007 
Ms. Diane Siani, Assistant Principal.................................................................................................. Ext. 6008 
 
Main Office........................................................................................................................................ Ext. 6001 
Guidance Office ................................................................................................................................. Ext. 6011 
Attendance Office .............................................................................................................................. Ext. 6018 
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Polk Elementary School 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Joseph Kondisko, Principal......................................................................................................... Ext. 8001 
 
Main Office........................................................................................................................................ Ext. 8001 
Guidance Office ................................................................................................................................. Ext. 8104 

 
Transportation  
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Anthony Pierri, Transportation Liaison/Assistant Custodial Supervisor .................................... Ext. 4930 
 

School Police/Security 
570-402-1000 

 
Mr. Scott Campbell, Chief of School Police/Security ....................................................................... Ext. 4046 
Ms. Lynn Courtright, Asst. Chief of School Police/Security............................................................. Ext. 4048 
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYS/EARLY DISMISSALS 

  
There are times that, as a result of incle ment weather or a failure in the power and/or heating s ystems of the 
schools, or for other em ergency/safety concerns, it is nece ssary to close the schools of the school district either 
before the school da y has begun or during the school day.  If there is a need to enact  a closing, announcements 
will be made immediately through the appropriate media and a Connect-Ed automated phone message will be 
generated.  Students and their parent(s )/guardian(s) can al so tune in to lo cal radio or TV stations for this 
information.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of kindergarten students should also pay particular attention to possible delays 
in bus pick-ups, late arrivals home, or early  dismissals and are responsible to liste n to public announcements 
regarding weather emergencies.  Please refrain fro m contacting the school office or cen tral administration to 
obtain information regarding school closures or early dismissals. 
 
Also, parent(s)/guardian(s) are respons ible to develop a plan for dealing with instances where children will be 
dismissed early from school and to inform  their children about what to do or where to go in the case of an early 
dismissal.  T his should be done earl y in t he school year so t hat all children are properl y prepared f or early 
dismissal at any time. 
 
In the case o f inclement weather occurring at times wh en school is in sessi on, please turn on your radio or 
television to one of the stations listed below to find out about early dismissals or cancellations:  
 

WBRE-TV (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton) Channel 28  
WYOU-TV (Scranton) Channel 22  
WNEP-TV (Moosic) Channel 16 
WFMZ-TV (Allentown) Channel 69  
WFMZ-FM 100.7 (Allentown)      
WZZO 95.1 (Allentown) 
WYNX-AM 1160 (Lehighton) 
WEST AM 1400 (Lehigh Valley) 
WHCY FM 106.3 (Blairstown) 
WVPO AM 840 (Stroudsburg) 
WSGD FM 94.3 (Moosic) 
WCDL AM 1440 (Moosic)      
WAEB-FM B104.1/AM 790 (Whitehall) 
WARM-AM 590 (Wilkes-Barre/Scranton) 
WLEV FM 96.1 (Lehigh Valley) 
WXKW 1470 (Lehigh Valley) 
WKAP 1320 AM (Lehigh Valley) 
WSBG FM 93.5 (Stroudsburg) 
WPMR FM 107.9 (Mt. Pocono) 
Oldies 99.9 (Easton) 
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August
13 New Teacher Orientation

14 New Teacher Orientation

15 New Teacher Orientation

21 Staff Development Day (No 
School for Students)

22 Staff Development Day (No 
School for Students)

23 Staff Development 
Day/District-wide Opening Day 
for Staff (No School for Students)

27 First Day of School for Students 
(Act 80 Classroom Visitations for 
Kindergarten Students)

31 Schools Closed

September
3 Labor Day/School Closed

October
8 Staff Development Day (No 

School for Students)

31 End of 1st Marking Period

November
16 Act 80 Day (No School for 

Students)

22 Thanksgiving Recess

23 Thanksgiving Recess

26 Thanksgiving Recess

December
24 Winter Recess

25 Winter Recess

26 Winter Recess

27 Winter Recess

28 Winter Recess

31 Winter Recess

January
1 Winter Recess

16 End of 2nd Marking Period

21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day/No 
School for Students/Offices Open

February
18 Presidents Day/No School for 

Students/Offices Open

March
22 End of 3rd Marking Period

28 Spring Recess

29 Spring Recess

April
1 Spring Recess

May
27 Memorial Day/Schools Closed

30 Last Day of School (Tentative) 
Act 80 Parent-Teacher 
Conferences for Kindergarten 
Students on Last Day

June
7 Commencement (Tentative)

PLEASANT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

School Year Calendar 2012-2013

Aug 2012
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Sep 2012
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Oct 2012
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Nov 2012
S M T W T F S

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30

Dec 2012
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 31

Jan 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

Feb 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28

Mar 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

Apr 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

May 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

Jun 2013
S M T W T F S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

Jul 2013
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Student Teacher 
Month Days Days
August 4 7
September 19 19
October 22 23
November 18 19
December 15 15
January 21 21
February 19 19
March 19 19
April 21 21
May 21 21
June x x
Total 179 184

Snow Make-up Days in Order of Usage: 5/31/13, 6/3/13, 6/4/13, 6/5/13, 6/6/13, 6/7/13...

Section 15-1502 Official Local School District Holidays: 11/23/12, 12/24/12, 12/31/12, 1/21/13, 3/29/13

Text

Board Approved: February 9, 2012
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GENERAL INFORMATION FOR ALL STUDENTS 
 

ARTICLES IN STUDENT POSSESSION  
 
The following rules pertain to student possession of articles in the school setting, on school- sponsored conveyances, 
and/or at school-sponsored events. 
 
Prohibited Articles 
 
Students are not to bring to school or possess while in sc hool any article or equipm ent that interferes with the  
learning process or that is hazardous to the safety of themselves or others.  This includes, but is not limited to, radios, 
laser pens/pointers, walkie-talkies and si milar devices, boom boxes, lighters, matches, skateboards, pins, chains, 
safety pins, some types of scissors, glass bottles, beepers, pagers, ca meras, video cameras, any media and/or device 
containing obscene, vulgar, profane a nd/or offensive material, trading cards, play ing cards, collectibles, roller  
blades, yo-yos, etc.  In addition, students are not to bring or possess perfume, body sprays, hair sprays, etc. as these 
items can be considered harmful.  Aerosol containers of any  kind must not be brought i nto the school. Backpacks 
and/or oversized purses/pocketbooks must be stored in the student’s locker and are otherwise prohibited from being 
in the student’s possession.  The school is not responsible for any such items should they be lost, stolen or damaged.  
Violation of this rule may result in a warning or a  reprimand; however, severe infractions and/or further/repeated 
violations can lead to m ore serious disciplinary  action, including suspension and/or p ossible expulsion. Misuse of 
some items (e.g., pins, safety pins, etc.) could be considered a violation of the school district’s weapons policy. 
 
NOTE:  Some articles that  have been confiscated must be retrieved by the parent/guardian at the end of the school 
year, but not later than June 30th.  Articles not retrieved b y June 30th will be discarded.  Other articles ( e.g., lighters, 
matches and such) will be discarded by a school administrator at the appropriate time and will not be available for 
retrieval. 
 
Students are not to bring to school or possess in sch ool any illegal substances; drugs, alcohol and/or tobacco of any 
kind; offensive reading material; matches; lighters; c ontrolled substances or look-alike controlled s ubstances; 
weapons, including, but not limited to, knives, guns, ammunition, or tool, nuncha ku, sling shots, chains, some ty pes 
of scissors, or any other tool, instru ment or im plement capable of inflicting serious bodil y injury, or imitation 
weapons (e.g., replica guns or knives, water guns, etc.); mace, pepper spray; or any other item deemed inappropriate 
and/or a thre at to the health, safety  and/or welfare of  the school  population and/or facility.  Any  student with 
inappropriate pictures or other visuals on their cell phone , other electronic device, or in hard copy may face 
prosecution, in addition to school discipline. Violation of this rule will result in suspension, possible expulsion, and 
possible legal intervention  by the auth orities.  Please refer to Board Polic y Nos. 218.1, 227, and other related 
policies, which can be obtained fro m your school or that is available on the school district web site: 
http://www.pvbears.org. 
 
Use of Certain Hand-held Electronic Devices 
 
The school district has decided to allow students to be in possession of certain hand-held electronic devices while on 
school property and/or school-sponsored transportation.  However, the use of such devices, which include iPods and 
cell phones, i s prohibited while in the school facility duri ng school hours and/or when participating in a school-
sponsored event, unless ot herwise approved by the building principal or his/her designee.  Students m ay receive 
disciplinary consequences including, but not limited to, confiscation of a device if an unapproved personal hand-held 
electronic device is seen o r heard, since such devices are to be turned off or made inoperable – even if the  device is 
stored in a backpack, locker or other out -of-sight location – and must remain out of sight.  For students participating 
in afterschool activities, permission to use a hand-held electronic device in order to perform school-related functions, 
text message, privately play music (i.e., with earphones) or for other similar inaudible purposes may be granted.  No 
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other use of such a device will be per mitted, including the taking of photographs and/ or for audio and/or vi deo 
recording.  In all such cases, any audible signals must be turned off or disabled.  Should students have any questions 
regarding the appropriateness of  a device and/or its use, they shall first seek guidance/permission from the building 
principal or designee prior to possessing and/or using any such device. 
 
NOTE:  These rules apply to all students in all school settings, including school facilities, school property, at school-
sponsored events, on school-sponsored transportation vehicles and conveyances and/or other such venues. Students 
who attend MCTI or an alternative ed ucation facility are also be required to adhere to any additional rules and 
regulations imposed by those facilities with regard to student possession of articles. 

 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND ATHLETICS 

 
ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND/OR INTERSCHOLASTIC 
ATHLETICS 

 
Participation in extracurricular activities and/or interscholastic athletics is dependent upon the student's maintaining 
an appropriate academic standing in his/her class work. Any student not passing the required credits will be declared 
ineligible for further part icipation until passing averag es have been re- attained. Academic eligibility will be  
monitored on a weekly basis. Any student who has been deemed academically ineligible may be at practice only for 
the purpose of maintaining proper conditioning or the like. He/she may not participate in any practice, in skill work, 
in performances, or in competition during the period of ineligibility. Said ineligibility period will last for one (1) full 
week (Monday through the following Monday morning).  
 
It must be emphasized that students involved in extracurricular activities and/or interscholastic athletics carry a great 
responsibility in representing the school, wherever they are. The manner in which they carry themselves determines, 
in good m easure, the reputation of our programs. All student conduct shall be in accordance with all  applicable 
school rules, regulations, procedures and/or policies. 
 
All student athletes and/or student m usicians must complete either the PVSD Student-Athlete Agreement (No. 123-
AR-2) and/or the PVSD Student-Musician Agreement (No. 122-AR-1) prior to being allowed to try out, practice, or 
participate. 
 
Charter, Cyber Charter and Home Education students are also required to follow Policy Nos. 140.1 and 137. 

 
RETURN OF ATHLETIC AND/OR EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT  

 
All students who are issued equipment for participation in athletics and/or extracurricular act ivities must return this 
equipment to the head coach of the sport at the  conclusion of the season. All obligations for the return of equipment 
must be met before being eligible to participate in any  interscholastic activity in the future. Failure to fulfill such 
obligations may also pre vent participation in other co-curricular activities and could preclude the student from 
participating in graduation exercises an d/or other school-sponsored social events.  In  cases whereby the obligation 
has not been satisfied after re peated attempts to obtain such, the school di strict may file charges with the district 
magistrate. 

 
PRE-SEASON REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETICS 

 
All candidates for interscholastic sports must have met pre-participation physical examination requirements prior to 
participating in any sport. Pleasant Valley School District provides the opportunity for free examinations in school. 
In addition to the exam ination, Pleasant Valley requires an athlete's code, a h ealth survey and a PIAA car d, all of 
which must be completed by the parent/guardian and candidate prior to the physical examination.  
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PENNSYLVANIA INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (PIAA) INFORMATION 
 
Academic and Curricular Requirements 
1. You must pursue a curriculum defined and approved by your principal as a full-time curriculum.  
 
2. You must be passing at least four (4) full-credit subject s or the equivalent, as of each Friday during the grading 

period. If you fail to m eet this requirement, you will lose your eligibility from the following Sunda y through 
the Saturday immediately following the next Friday as of which you meet this requirement. 

  
3. You must have passed at least four (2) full-credit subject s per semester or the equivalent during the pre vious 

grading period, except that eligibility for the first grading period is based on your final grades for the preceding 
school year. If you fail to meet this requirement, you will lose your eligibility for at least 10 to 15 school days 
of the next grading period, beginning on the first da y report cards are issued. If your school has four grading 
periods, you will be ineligible for at least 15 school  days; if your school has six grading per iods, you will be 
ineligible for at least 10 school days.  

 
Grades 7 & 8 – Eligibility for Participation Requirements 

  
Eligibility for student participation involves the following academic and disciplinary concerns:  
1. Students may only fail one (1) class, which includes both core area and special area classes.  
2. Student eligibility lists will be issued one a weekly basis.  
3. If students are failing two (2) or m ore subjects at the dist ribution of report cards, they will be ineligible for 20 

school days.  
4. Students’ eligibility will be checked every Friday. Students who are ineligible will begin their suspension at the 

start of the next school week. 
5. Students who are on Out-of-School Suspension and In-School Suspension may not participate in any school 

activities for the day(s) of suspension. 
 

The most demanding academ ic eligibility requirements ar e found in t he NCAA (National Collegiate Athletic 
Association) which encompasses over 1 ,200 institutions. These requirements h elp prepare student-athletes for the 
rigorous academic schedule they will encounter in college. The best prepar ation is a solid foundation at the high 
school level. Remember, the odds of a high school athlete making it to the professional level are astronomical! What 
really matters in the long run is receiving a good college education. 
  
Each NCAA member institution has its own adm ission requirements and meeting the NCAA minimum academic 
requirements does NOT guarantee admission into a particular college.  
 

DUAL PARTICIPATION BY STUDENT-ATHLETES 
  

VARSITY SPORTS ONLY 
Student-athletes may be a llowed to participate in two (2) in-season sports during th e same PIAA defined season.  
Upon request, coaches will notif y the student-athlete of the dual sport participation process. It  is then the 
responsibility of the stude nt-athlete to secure an ap plication from the director of Athletics/Activities, to ensure the 
proper completion of all neces sary paperwork and to meet the n ecessary criteria. Only student-athletes who have 
properly completed the application pro cess and obtained appropriate approval ar e eligible to participate in dual 
sports tryouts. 
For more information, please see No. 123-AR-3. 
 

NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (NCAA) (see next two pages) 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
Attending school regularl y is one of t he key ingredients for academ ic success, and fulfilling obl igations through 
regular attendance is an important life skill.  Parents/Guardians and students are responsible to ensure regular school 
attendance.  Parents/Guardians are hereby notified that, should they and their children fail to co mply with statutory 
requirements of compulsory attendance, the school district is obligated to prosecute such infractions in accordance 
with the law. 

 
Repeated infractions of Bo ard policy requiring the atte ndance of enrolled students may constitute misconduct and 
disobedience sufficient to warrant the student’s suspension or expulsion from the regular school program.  Students 
who are no longer of compulsory attendance age but elect to remain on the rolls of the scho ol district are to attend  
school on a regular basis as per the same expectations set forth for those students of co mpulsory school age.  Such 
students who are in violation of the school district attendance policy may be brought before the Board for expulsion 
from the schools of the school district.  

 
As per 22 Pa Code 11.24, students whose names are on the active membership roll, who are at any time in the school 
term absent from school for ten ( 10) consecutive school  days, shall thereafter be rem oved from the active 
membership roll unless one of the following occurs: 

a. The school district has been provided with evidence that the absence may be legally excused. 
b. Compulsory attendance prosecution has been or is being pursued. 

 
Students who enroll in the Pleasant Valley School District as transfers from other schools, including charter schools, 
will have their attendance r ecord from their previous school(s) reviewed by Pleasant Valley school officials and the 
Pleasant Valley School D istrict attendance policy  will apply to absences accrued at all schools at the ti me of 
enrollment.  This means that attendance records from prior scho ols will be honored by Pleasant Valley School 
District and counted towards the enforcement of attendance policies and laws. 
 
After-School Activity Participation Eligibility 
 
In order to be eligible to participate in interscholastic athletics and/or other after-school activities, including practices 
and/or rehearsals, students must be signed in to school no later than 9:00 AM at the PV High School; 9:25 AM at the 
PV Middle School; or 1 0:30 AM at the PV Interm ediate School and must complete at least the equivalent of ½ day 
of attendance (as per the above gui delines). The prin cipal or designee may  take i nto account ext enuating 
circumstances with regard to this rule. Detentions are not considered after-school activities with regard to these rules 
and students are expected to attend all detentions on the day scheduled. 
For more information, please see Board Policy No. 204 and its accompanying regulations. 
 
Attendance Policy Reminders 

 
 Whenever a student is absent or late/tardy , the parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are required to send a written excuse 

note to the school which documents the following: 
1. Date(s) of absence or tardiness; 
2. Reason for absence or tardiness; and 
3. Signature of parent(s)/guardian(s). 

 Excused absences are: illness; impassable roads; death in the immedi ate family; an approved educational 
family trip or tour; quarantine; recovery from accident; required court attendance; weather so inclement as to 
endanger the health of the child; excused pursuant to a farm or domestic service emergency permit; and/or 
exceptionally urgent reasons such as affect the child, but  which ordinarily  would not include work at home.  
All other absences may be considered unexcused and unlawful. 
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 All absences occasioned by  the observance of the student’s religion on a day approved by the Board as a 
religious holiday shall be excused and no student so excu sed shall be deprived of an award or eligibilit y to 
compete for an award or the opportunity to make up a test or any other schoolwork given on that day. 

 Absence from school does not fulfill disciplinary oblig ations such as susp ension, bus suspension and 
detention.  These will be rescheduled upon the student’s return to school. 

 Absences may be considered unexcused if an excuse note is not handed in within three (3) school days of the 
students return to school . An unexcu sed absence may become unlawful, and could r esult in truancy 
proceedings. After three ( 3) unlawful absences a citation warning will be issued and attendance will  be 
required at a school district initiated truancy meeting. 

  A referral to  the Truancy Elimination Program will take place when a student ’s absences exceed three  (3) 
unexcused days or in absences that are not covered by a doctor’s excuse after a second attendance letter has 
been issued.  

 For absences due to HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION, see page 37 and/or Board Policy No. 117.  
 
Parents/guardians should call the child ’s school whenever  a student is absent from  school. See pages 5 and 6 for 
telephone extension numbers.  However, such a call does not replace the required written absence excuse. In the case 
of extended i llness or prolonged absence (three [3] or more days), parents should also notif y the school  nurse to 
make him/her aware of th e nature of an illness or i njury. Arrangements may be made at t his time with the main 
office for assignments to be forwarded home, for which at least 24 hours notice is required.  
 
Compulsory Attendance 

 
The "Compulsory School Age" in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is that period of the child's life from the time 
the child's parents/guardians elect to ha ve the child enter school as a beginner, which shall not be later than the age 
of eight, until the age of seventeen. Any child past sixteen years of age who holds a certificate of graduation from an 
accredited senior high school, is not subject to this provision.  
 
Irregular attendance at school is one of the most common causes of failure. Even though a student may try to "make 
up" what has been missed, it is almost impossible to duplicate the experiences which occurred as the class discussed 
the lesson.  
 
State law is very strict with regard to children's absence from school. Sickness of the child, death in the family, and 
extreme emergency reasons are the only reasons for absence that the state will accept as legal excuses.  
 
It is a regular practice of the school to call the home of students who have accumulated absences. This is to fulfill the 
responsibility of m onitoring attendance as well as openi ng the line of  communication between the school and 
parents/guardians regarding attendance irregularities. Parents/guardians can help the school monitor attendance by 
calling the school if they know their children are going to be out for an extended time period.  
 
Provisions for Enforcement 
 

FIRST OFFENSE (PA School Code §1354)  
A first offense consists of three (3) or more days of student absence without legal excuse. Upon three (3) days of 
illegal absence, it is the responsibilit y of the school to  provide a written notice to parents/guardians.  This 
reminder, the school district's official notice of violation, will be delivered by mail.  
 
SECOND OFFENSE (PA School Code §1333)  
After the first offense is closed, the next day during the school year that the child is unlawfully absent becomes a 
second offense and requires the serving of a citation on the parent/guardian through the office of the applicable 
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Magisterial District Judge resulting in a fine and court costs. The serving of the citation closes the second 
offense. Each succeeding day of unlawful absence by the same pupil becomes another second offense. 
Students and parents/guardians are sometimes confused about absences that accumulate.  All absences from 
school are included in this total: excused, unexcused, unlawful, vacation, non-school sponsored educational 
trips, etc. as defined in Board Policy No. 204. 

 
Truancy 
 
The law authorizes fines up to $300 pe r incident to be imposed on parents/guardians for truancy  and requires the 
parents/guardians to pay court costs and/or be sentenced to complete a parenting education program, or to serve up 
to five (5) days in jail. Under the Act, b oth the parent/guardian and the child would have to appear at the h earing by 
the Judge. If the parents/guardians show that they t ook reasonable steps to ensure the attendance of the child, the 
child will be fined up to $300 or be assigned to an adjudication program.  
 
Other provisions allow a Judge to suspe nd a sentence given to  the parent/guardian or child if  the child is no longer 
habitually truant.  A Judge may order the parents/guardians to perform community service for up to six (6 ) months. 
The law also grants the state, m unicipal, port authority, transit authority, housing authority, or school police officers 
the same arrest powers as attendance officers.  
 
If a child of compulsory age cannot be kept in school in  compliance with the provisions of the Act on account of 
incorrigibility, truancy, insubordination, or any  other in appropriate behavior, or if the student’s attendance is 
detrimental to the welfare of such sc hool, the sc hool may proceed against said child by  petitioning for an  
adjudication of dependency.  
 
The law also  revokes the driving privileg es of truants as follows:  Ninety (90)  days for the first offense, six (6 ) 
months for the second offense, and while juveniles are unde r the age of sixteen (16), the y are pro hibited from 
applying for their learners permit for the same periods of time after their sixteenth birthday.  
 
Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP) 
 
The school districts of Monroe County have adopted a Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP).  The purpose of the plan is 
to inform students and parent(s)/guardian(s) of their responsibilities regarding the importance of abiding by the 
Pennsylvania School Code that requires the presenting of a notice to school officials regarding an absence from 
school.  When a student becomes involved in TEP, that student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) will be notified 
when three (3) or more unlawful absences are accumulated.  An unlawful absence is an absence where no note has 
been received by the attendance office describing the nature and reason of the absence.  Notes received after more 
than three (3) days have elapsed after the student’s return to school are recorded as unlawful.  Upon notice of the 
infraction, the student and parent(s)/guardian(s) will be given the opportunity to participate in the TEP process.  If 
the parent(s)/guardian(s) and student choose not to participate in the TEP program, a citation will be made to the 
local magisterial office. 
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CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY/TEXTBOOKS 
  

Each student is responsible for the textbooks issued to hi m/her. Each classroom teacher may require that t extbooks 
issued in his/ her course be protected with a book  cover. The charge for replacing lost or  damaged books is as 
follows:  

First Year of Use ........... Original Cost  

Second Year of Use....... 80% of Cost  

Third Year of Use ......... 60% of Cost  

Fourth Year of Use........ 40% of Cost  

Minimum Charge .......... $2.00  

Each student is also responsible for any other books, supplies or equipment issued to him/her.  Damage or loss of 
any such items or materials can result in the student being required to pay the cost of repair or replacement. 
 

COMMUNICATION/EXPRESSION 
 
General Information 
 
Students have the right t o express th emselves, unless such expression: directly interferes with the  educational 
process; threatens immediate harm to the welfare of t he school or community; encourages unlawful activity ; and/or 
interferes with another individual's rights. Assemblies or group meetings that are to be held during scho ol hours or 
take place on school property must have prior approval from the administration and/or the Board of Education. 
 
The privileged confidentiality between students and guidance counselors, school nurses, school psychologists, home 
and school visitors and other school employ ees shall be respected. No confidential communication shall be required 
to be revealed without the  consent of the student or their parent(s)/guardian(s)  unless the best interest of the student 
can be served by doing so in case s whereby the health, safety  and/or welfare of the student or others is deemed as 
being in jeopardy, or as required by law or competent authority. 
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 220, 112, 324.1, 424.1 and 524.1. 
 
Distribution of Literature, Leaflets and Newspapers 
 
Students have the right to express the mselves unless such expression is likely to or does materially or substantially 
interfere with the educational process,  including school activities, school wo rk, or discipline and order on school 
property or at school-sponsored events; threatens serious  harm to the school  or community; encourages unlawful  
activity; or interferes with another’s rights. 
 
Any printed material or expressive paraphernalia that students wish to distribute in schools must first be submitted to 
the principal of t he school along wit h a plan of distribution. Material must be subm itted, along wit h a plan of 
distribution, at least three (3) day s (72 hours) prior to the anticipated distribution. The material as sub mitted must 
bear the name of the sponsoring organization or individual and the name of at least one (1) responsible individual 
who can be contacted immediately and directly.  Prior to distributing, the materials must bear the signed approval of 
the principal or designee.  Approved ma terials may only be posted or distri buted at locations designated by  the 
school principal or designee.  Students who distribute prin ted materials shall be responsible for cleaning any  litter 
that results. Students will not be permitted to be absent from any class to distribute materi als. Disciplinary action 
may be determined by  the administrators for students w ho distribute materials in violation  of Board po licy and 
administrative regulations or school procedures, or who continue the manifestation of unprotected expression after a 
person in authority orders that they desist. Any non-school related solicitation may be subject to disciplinary action. 
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 220 and 218. 
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Bulletin Boards / Student Posting Areas 
All material to be posted on the Student Bulletin Board/Pos ting Area must have attached the name of the student or  
student group sponsoring the material.  The name of at least one person who can be cont acted immediately, must be 
included.  Any school-sponsored or school-related student gr oup wishing to post an y material must submit such 
material to its faculty advisor, who shall approve of its contents and facilitate its submission to the building principal 
or designee at least one (1) day prior to the requested date of posting.  Identifi cation of at l east one (1) r esponsible 
person in such a student group will be required upon submission for approval.  If the principal or designee, after 
reviewing such material, believes it contains prohibited matter, s/he shall notify the student group of such. 
 
Any school district student or nonschool-related student organization desiring to have proposed material reviewed by 
the principal or designee to determine whether it contains prohibited matter shall submit that material to the principal 
or designee no later than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the desired time of posting.  The person wishing to post the 
material must provide hi s/her name, address, telephone number and, where applicable, the name of his/her 
organization.  This information shall be filed in the principal’s office.  The principal or designee shall, upon receipt 
of any request for review prior to posting, render his/her decision as to the content of such material no later than the 
desired date of posting.  All materials shall be officially dated, and must be removed no later than ten (10) days after 
the posting unless an extension is granted by  the principal or designee.  All materi al to be posted on the Student 
Bulletin Board/Posting Ar ea must be signed by  the school principal or his designee.  Permitted postings may be 
required to d isplay the appropriate school district d isclaimer.  All nonschoo l-sponsored postings must bear the 
disclaimer.  Any student or student organization who posts printed materials shall be responsible for cleaning any 
litter that results from such positing.  
 
Disciplinary action, as per the school code of condu ct, may be imposed upon s tudents or student organizations who 
distribute or post non-school m aterials and/or post materials in violation of school poli cy, regulations and/or 
procedures. 
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 220 and 218. 

 
COMPLAINT BY STUDENT 

 
The school district recognizes that students have the right to request redress of complaints, and that the inculcation of 
respect for la wful procedures is an i mportant part of th e educational process.  Accord ingly, individual and group 
complaints will be recognized. 
 
The student should first make the co mplaint known to th e staff member most closely involved or, if none is 
identifiable, his/her guidance counselor or an administrator.  An attempt will be made to resolve the issue informally 
and directly within ten (10) school days. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 219. 

 
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 

 
1.  The Pleasant Valley School District does not use corporal punishment.  
2.  Reasonable force may be used by school district employees in the following situations:  

 To quell a disturbance;  
 To obtain possession of weapons or other dangerous objects;  
 For the purpose of self-defense; and/or  
 For the protection of persons or property.  

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218. 
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CURRICULUM REVIEW BY PARENTS/GUARDIANS AND STUDENTS 

 
Parents/Guardians and students shall have an opp ortunity to review instructional mater ials and have acc ess to 
information about the curriculum , including academic st andards to be achi eved, instructional materi als and 
assessment techniques.  The rights granted by  Board Policy No. 105.1 are granted to pa rents/guardians of students 
enrolled in this school district where th e students are under the age of eighteen (18) and to t he students themselves 
when the student is age eighteen (18) o r over.  Upon request  by a parent/guardian or student, the school district will 
make available existing information about the curriculum, including academic standards to be achieved, instructional 
materials and assessment techniques. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 105.1. 
 

DETENTION 
 

The principal or designee assigns detention. 
 
Detention will be held directly after school has been dismissed on the assigned day (unless a school closing occurs).  
At least 24 hours notice will be given in writing to the student on a detention form .  In some cases,  it m ay be 
necessary to establish parent contact over the phone regarding the detention.  The paren t/guardian will be requested 
to sign this detention for m.  It is the responsibil ity of the p arent/guardian to arrange  transportation home.   
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) must be timely in picking up their child at the designated time. 
 

1. Detention must be served on the day for which it is assigned. 
2. At the PV Intermediate School, PV Mi ddle School and PV High School, a written notification will be sent  

home to the parent(s)/guardian(s) with the student. It is the responsibilit y of the student to deliver this 
notification to his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) that info rms them of the date(s) o f their detention(s), a brief 
description of the incident leading to the detention, and of their late dism issal on detention day(s) as is 
applicable.  It is the responsibility of the student to appropriately handle the detention form.  

3. Only the principal or designee may excuse a student from detention.  An y student excused from detention 
will be expected to report for de tention on a m ake-up day as is assigned.  In order for a ny excuse fro m 
detention to be considered, it must be accompanied by a direct parent/guardian request in the form of a note 
or a phone call. 

4. The only legitimate excuse for a student not reporting to a detention is a doctor or dental appointment.  Such 
appointments must be reported to the office prior to th e detention so that detention can be rescheduled.  
Students who are absent from school on the day of an assigned detention must make up the detention on the 
rescheduled date.  Arrangements for alternate dates for make-up detentions must be made with the principal 
and/or designee. 

5. Serving a det ention takes precedence over all after-school activities.  Student s will not be excused fro m 
detention to participate in after-school activities, a nd students will not be allowed to pa rticipate in any  
school-sponsored after-school activities on the date the detention is to be served, unless ther e is still time to 
report to the activity  after the detention has been served, and superv ision/participation has b een 
arranged/approved in advance by the coach or advisor.  Students who ha ve work responsibilities must make 
arrangements with their employer in order to serve the detention(s) on the day(s) assigned. 

6. Failure to report for a scheduled detention withou t prior approval may result in additional disciplinary 
consequences, which could include additional sessions of detention, ISS and/or OSS.  At the Middle School, 
such consequence could include Saturday detention. 

7. Students must report to  detention with sufficient school-related work for  the entire tim e of the detention.  
Students who report without sufficient work will be assi gned work to do by  the detention monitor.  The 
amount of work assigned is at the sole discretion of the monitor. 
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8. Additional disciplinary actions may be taken for any student who is disruptive in detention, sleeps, “loafs,” 
or fails to follow the spe cific instructions of the detention monitor.  Such c onsequences could include  
suspension or expulsion. 

 
Elementary School Detention  
Detentions last for one (1) hour and are generally held on Thursdays; however, the building principal or designee can 
schedule detentions on other day s as well.  Detention for PVE will run from 3:55 PM – 4:55 PM and at P olk from 
3:40 PM – 4:40 PM. 
 
PVI Detention  
Detention will run from 3:38 PM to 5:00 PM. 
 
 
PVMS Detention  
Detentions will last for fort y-two (42) minutes and will occur during t he student’s lunch period. For m ore 
information, please see the PV Middle School section of the handbook. 
 
PVHS Detention   
Detentions will last for one (1) hour and will occur immediately after school. 
 
Other Lunch Detention  
Lunch detention may be assigned for infractions that occur in the lunch room and/or for other infractions as per the 
principal or designee. Rules that apply  to after-school de tention, and which are pertinen t to the above ty pes of 
detentions, shall thus be in effect. 
 
Although at t he time this booklet was printed onl y the middle school planne d to im plement lunch dete ntion, all 
schools reserve the right to implement and assign any form of detention detailed herein. 
 
NOTE:   Students who report late to any detention r un the risk of need ing to make up the tim e and/or bein g 

assigned additional detention and/or other disciplinary consequences, dependent upon the amount of tim e 
missed and any other pertinent circumstances. 

 
DISCIPLINE POLICIES 

 
1. Acceptable Use of School District Computers and Related Technology 
 Users of individual com puters, computer networks and related equipm ent, subsequently referred to as 

hardware, in the Pleasant Valley School District must understand that this equipment as well as the programs 
and data that reside on th e equipment, subsequently referred to  as soft ware, is the prope rty of the school  
district.  

School district hardware and software is available for its students and staff to be used for educational purposes.  
Any other uses must receive permission from the administration.  This use i s a privilege and may be revoked 
at any time for disruptive or improper use of the hardware and/or software. 

Students are expected to exercise responsible behavi or and to abide by school policies and local, federal and 
state laws when using com puters, networks, and Inte rnet/telecommunications systems of the school district. 
Demonstrating unacceptable behavior in using this equipment is considered a serious offense. Offenders will 
be subject to loss of co mputer, network and Interne t/ telecommunications usage and any  other appropriate 
disciplinary options, including criminal prosecution, suspension and expulsion.  

For more information, see Board Policy No. 815. 
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2. Bullying/Cyberbullying 
 Bullying is a pattern of abuse over time and involves a student being "picked on." Bullying includes, but is not 

limited to, physical intimidation or assault; extortion; oral or written threats; teasing; putdowns; name-calli ng; 
threatening looks, gestures or actions; cruel ru mors; false accusations; and social isolation. A bull ying 
situation creates an imbalance of power in a relationship. 

 
 A student sh all report bully ing to the school principal or a school district emplo yee, who shall inform  the 

student of his/her rights and of the com plaint process. The sch ool principal or designee shall i mmediately 
conduct an impartial, thorough and con fidential investigation of the alleged bully ing behavior, which should 
include interviewing the alleged bully and t he potential victim. Since harass ment and bully ing are closely 
related types of behavior, if it is determ ined that, as per Board Policy 248, the student is being harassed rather 
than bullied, the investigation and other applicable procedures should proceed within the framework of Board 
Policy 248. Those who witness bullying are responsible to report it to the principal and/or school staff. 

 
 The school principal or designee shall summarize the investigation as per school procedures, reco mmending 

disposition of the complaint. 
 
 If the investigation results in a substantiated charge of bullying, the school district shall take prompt corrective 

action designed to ensure the bullying ceases and will not recur. Such action may include guidance counseling, 
change of seating, change of class  or schedule, other method for separation of the bull y and victim, 
recommending outside of school therapy, detention, suspension or expulsion.  A substantiated charge against a 
school district student shall subject such student to disciplinary action, consistent with the school Code of 
Conduct and any  other applicable Board policies, a nd may include educational activities; a paren tal 
conference; guidance counseling; change of seating; involuntary transfer to another school, class, and/or  
school-sponsored mode of transportation; other method for separation of the bu lly and victim; recommending 
outside-of-school therapy; detention; suspension and/or expulsion, and/or any other such disciplinary action, 
consistent with the school  Code of Conduct and any other appli cable Board policies. In a ddition, the school 
may recommend the student participate in anger m anagement and other outside-of-school therapy programs. 
Depending on the severity  of t he incident, the school pr incipal may also take appropriate steps to ensure 
student safety. These may include imple menting a saf ety plan; separating and supervising the students 
involved; providing staff support for  students as n ecessary; reporting inc idents to law enforcement i f 
appropriate; and developing a supervision plan with the parents/guardians. 

 
 If it is concluded that a student has made false accusations, such student shall be subject to disciplinary  action, 

consistent with the school Code of Conduct. 
 
 The school d istrict’s bullying policy will be posted on the school district’s w ebsite, posted in a pr ominent 

location within each school bui lding where notices are us ually posted, and wi ll be made available in every  
classroom. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 249. 
 
3. Bus Passes 
 No bus passes will be honored for students to ride any  bus other than their assigned bus, and it is a violation 

for a student to ride any bus other than their assigned bus.  
 

4. Cheating/Plagiarism/Forgery 
 Cheating or plagiarism of any type can result in failu re of the evaluation, assignm ent or paper/project of the 

person cheating and possibly the person providing the information if done voluntarily or knowingly. Failure of 
the course for the marking period is als o possible. Suspension or expulsion can also occur depending on the 
severity of the offense.  Forgery, under any circumstances, will not be tolerated and disciplinary consequences, 
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including suspension or a reco mmendation for expulsion , can occur depending o n the severity and/or 
repetitive nature of the of fense(s).  In extrem e cases, failure of t he course for the year with no chance for  
make-up in summer school/tutorial m ay also result. Suspension and/or expulsion and/or removal from school 
activities can also result. 

   
 Cheating is defined as the willful giving or receiving of unauthorized aid on tests, exams, reports, term papers, 

homework or other school/course related assignments, whether in school or outside of school hours. 
 Plagiarism is defined as the willful use of others’ ideas or words without attribution. 
 Forgery is willfully making or altering a document that is fraudulent. 
For more information, see sections on SUSPENSION PROCEDURES and HONOR CODE.  
 
5. Chronic Disciplinary Issues 

Students who are chronic violators of school pol icies, rules and/or regulations may, as is deemed appropriate 
by administration and once due process has been afforded, be placed in an alternative education program at an 
off-site facility or face expulsion. 
 

6. Destruction of Property 
 Students shall attempt to keep the school cam pus, buildings and furnishings clean and in good order at all 

times. Students who deface the buildin g, grounds, or equipment or destroy school property or the property of 
school district employees or other students in any way will be suspended from school for a period of up to ten 
(10) days and may be recommended for expulsion. The student and parent(s)/guardian(s) will receive a bill for 
all damages. In extreme cases or in the case of a rep etitious offender, referral t o law enforcement authorities 
may be initiated. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218. 
 
7. Dishonesty 
 Being dishonest or deceptive to protect oneself or othe rs will not be tolerated. Doing so for any  reason can 

result in disciplinary action. 
  
8. Drugs/Alcohol/Drug Paraphernalia 
 The Board r ecognizes that the abuse of drugs and alc ohol is a serious problem  with legal, phy sical and 

societal implications for the whole school comm unity.  As an educational institution,  the school district w ill 
strive to prevent abuse of such substances. 
 
For purposes of this policy , “drugs” shall mean (a) all controlled substances pr ohibited by law; (b) any 
prescription or patent drug, except those for which per mission for use in school  has been granted pursuant  to 
Board policy; (c) any  over-the-counter medication; (d) any steroid or other s ubstance intended to enha nce 
physical or athletic performance; (e) any volatile solvents or inhalants, such as, but not limited to, glue and 
aerosol products; (f) all “look-alike” drugs; and (g) all alcoholic beverages. 
 
The Board prohibits: (a) the use or ingestion, possessi on, distribution or trans mission of drugs; (b) being 
under the influence off dru gs; (c) attempts to use or  ingest, possess, distribute or transm it drugs; and/or, (d) 
assisting, aiding or participating in the use or ingestion, possession, dist ribution or transmission of any drug 
during school hours, at any  time while on school district  owned or leased p roperty or vehicles, or at any 
school-sponsored activities whether on or off school premises, or during the time spent traveling to and from 
school and school-sponsored activities. 
 
The Board also prohibits: (a) the possession, use, or distribution or transmission, (b) attempts to possess, use, 
or distribute or transmit, and/or (c) assisting, aiding or participating in the possession, use or distribution or 
transmission of drug paraphernalia. 

22 



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
  General Information for all Students 

 
 

 
Violation of this policy will result in s uspension from school a nd all school  activities.  A formal Board  
hearing may be held which may result in the student being expelled from the school district. 

 
Students in violation of this policy will be reported to civil authorities for appropriate legal action. 
 
In each case,  questionable substances found in the possession of any student will be forwarded to the State 
Police for analysis. 
 
The circumstances involved with each  drug-related incident  will be carefully evaluated to help insure that  
concern for the health and welfare of the individual, as well as the entire student body, is reflected in the final 
disposition of each case. 
 
Students seeking self-help and/or students seeking help for a friend are guaranteed that strict confidentiality 
will be maintained to the extent permitted/required by law regarding th e problem and/or the source of 
information. The privileged confidentiality between students and guidance counselors, school nurses, sch ool 
psychologists, home and school visitors and other  school employees will be respected.  No confide ntial 
communication shall be  required t o be revealed without  the consent of the student or their 
parent(s)/guardian(s) unless the best interest of the student can be served by  doing so in cases whereby the 
health, safety and/or welfare of the student or others is  deemed as being in jeopardy, or as required by law or 
competent authority. 
 
Students are always encouraged to seek advice and assist ance from their parents or guardians.  However, Act 
63, Section 12 of the Pennsylvania Drug and Alcohol Control Act of 1972 states: 
 

“Consent of a Minor – Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, a minor who suffers from the use of 
a controlled or harmful substance may give consent to furnishing of medical care or counseling related 
to diagnosis or treatment.  The consent of the parents or legal guardian of the minor shall not be 
necessary to authorize medical care or counseling related to such diagnosis or treatment.  The consent 
of the minor shall be valid and binding as if the minor had achieved his majority.  Such consent shall not 
be voidable or subject to later disaffirmance because of minority.  Any physician or any agency or 
organization operating a drug abuse program, who provides counseling to a minor who uses any 
controlled or harmful substance may, but shall not be obligated to inform the parents or legal guardian 
of any such minor as to the treatment given or needed.”  
All students are subject to the penalties prescribed for controlled substances.  Appropriate disciplinary 
action will consider variables such as extent of involvement, age, previous behavior and other relevant 
information. 

 For more information, see Board Policy No. 227. 
 
9. Exclusion From School 

Any student may be excluded from  school if the severity  and/or repetitive n ature of the infraction/offense  
dictates that such action is warranted.  Exclusion from school may take the form of suspension or expulsion.  

 
a. Suspension is exclusion from school by a principal or designee for a period of one (1) to ten (10 ) 

consecutive days.  A suspension ex ceeding three (3) school day s may be im posed after an informal  
hearing, which the student and parents/guardians may attend. 

  
b. A suspension may include the opportunity for parents/guardians to visit the school for a conference with 

the appropriate school administrator (at the discretion of the administration). 
 

23 



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
  General Information for all Students 

 
 

c. No student may  receive a suspension unless the s tudent has been informed of the reaso ns for the 
suspension and has been given an opportunity to respond before the suspension becomes effective. 

 
d. Types of Suspension 

1. Temporary out-of-school suspension (up to three [ 3] days) - The student shall be told the reason  
for the suspension and sh all be afforded the oppor tunity to respond t o the charges befo re the 
suspension becomes effective. This  shall be the responsibilit y of principal and/or designee. The 
reason for the suspension also shall be stat ed in written correspondence to the home and  
Superintendent. Attempts shall be made to co ntact the parent(s)/guardian(s) prior to the 
suspension.  

 
2. Full out-of-school suspension (from  three [3] to ten [10] days) - This type of suspension shall be  

reserved for more serious and/or persistent infr actions of school rules. This shall include the 
opportunity for the parent(s) or guardian(s) to visit the school for a conference with the appropriate 
school administrator for re-admittance consideration. Because of the need for investigation pr ior to 
full suspension, all suspensions from school initially shall be of tem porary classification. After 
reviewing the evidence an d considering the nature of the offense, a temporary suspension may be 
extended to a full suspension. An instance of a te mporary suspension, which is then followed by a 
full suspension, may not exceed ten (10) consecutive  days. In this event, the principal or desi gnee 
must offer to hold an informal hearing to the stude nt, parent, or legal guardian within five (5) days 
after the beginnin g of t he temporary suspension. The student, parents/g uardians would be  
presented with the evidence and the student give n an opportunity to question any witnesses. The 
student could also present evidence on his/he r behalf. No student while on out- of-school 
suspension is allowed to attend/participate in any school sponsored activity nor m ay s/he be 
present on school district property, until the beginning of the next school day. 

  
e. A student who has been s uspended will be allowed the same number of school da ys to complete class 

work, tests, examinations and other missed assignments, as the number of school days for which he/she 
was under suspension. 

 
f. Expulsion shall mean exclusion from school for an offense for a period exceeding ten (10) school days, 

and may include perm anent expulsion from the school rolls. Su ch action results onl y from Board o f 
Education action preceded by  a recommendation from the Principal to the Superintendent of Schools. 
The student is given a due process heari ng in front of the school board in accordance with Sections 12.6 
and 12.8 of the PA School Code.  
  
Exclusion from school may  be based on a single incident or a n accumulation of several incidents.   
Chronic, habitual behavior could result in the ex clusion of a student from  school in th e form of 
expulsion.  It should be noted that placement in an alternative educational setting is not the equivalent of 
expulsion.   

 
g. Hearings - Education is a  fundamental right. Accordingly, students will be a fforded all a ppropriate 

elements of due process if they are to be  excluded from school. In a case involving a possible expulsion, 
the student is entitled to a formal hearing, which is a fundamental element of due process.  
1. Where expulsion is recommended, a formal hear ing may be held before the board of  school 

directors or a dul y authorized committee of the boar d, preferably composed of no fewer than three 
(3) members of the School Board. A majority vote of the entire School Board is required to expel a 
student. At the formal hearing, the following due process requirements are to be observed:  

 Notification of the charges.  
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 Sufficient notice of the time and place of the hearing.  
 The right to be represented by counsel.  
 The right to demand that any witnesses appear in person and answer questions.  
 The student's right to testify and produce witnesses on his or her own behalf.  
 A record must be kept of the hearing. The student is entitled, at the student's expense, to a copy 

of the transcript, unless they are indigent, in which case it will be provided without charge.  
2. An informal hearing enables the student to meet with the appr opriate school official to explain the 

circumstances surrounding the event f or which he/she is being suspended and to allow him/her to 
show that there is so me compelling reason why  he/she should not be suspended. The informal 
hearing also encourages the student's pa rents or guardians to meet with the principal or designee to  
discuss ways by which future offe nses can be avoided. At the info rmal hearing, the following due 
process requirements are to be observed:  
 Notification of the reasons for the suspension in writing.  
 Sufficient notice of the time and place of the informal hearing.  
 The right to cross-examine any witnesses present at the informal hearing.  
 The student's right to speak and produce witnesses on his/her own behalf.  
 The school district shall offer to h old the inf ormal hearing within five  (5) da ys of the 

suspension. 
No student on any type of suspension or expulsion may attend or participate in any school-sponsored 
activity or be on school property, including school-sponsored conveyances, during the period of the 
suspension or expulsion. 
 
Students who receive any type of suspension or expulsion will be  prohibited from school premises including 
school-sponsored conveyances and attending and/or participating in after-school activities during the duration 
of the suspension or expulsion, unless written permi ssion has been obtained from  the S uperintendent or 
designee.  However, students receiving In-School Suspension (ISS) will be required to attend any  scheduled 
after-school detention, which is the only permitted after-school function they may attend.  Any student whose 
period of suspension or expulsion spans a weekend may  not participate in wee kend extracurricular contests,  
events or practices. It is the responsibility of students to obtain any work missed due to suspension from their 
teachers. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 233. 
 
10.  False Fire Alarms  
 Students who turn in or make false fire alarms may be suspended for a period of up to ten (10) days, referred 

to proper authorities, and may be recommended to the School B oard for expulsion. A second offense will 
mean suspension for ten (10) days and possible referral to the Board for expulsion. 

 
11. Fighting 
 All students, no m atter what the circumstances, should make every effort to avoid fighting. Instead, students 

should seek help from staff members of the school. A nother option for students may be to engage in confl ict 
mediation. Any student who engages in fighting may be suspended from school. In cases when it is possible to 
determine the identity of the aggressor,  a more severe penalty may be issued to that student. An aggress or is 
defined as the student who makes the initial physical contact, escalates the si tuation, or re taliates. Verbal 
harassment is not an excuse to initiate phy sical contact. Both students may  be suspended for fighting. In  
addition, students may lose all school privileges  and formal charges may be filed with the appro priate 
authorities. In severe cases or in the case of a repetiti ous offender, a hearing before the Board for expulsion 
and/or referral to law enforcement authorities may be initiated. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218. 
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12. Gambling and/or Trading 
Gambling and/or the exchange of money or items is  not perm itted at any  time. Students caught gambling  
and/or trading will receive disciplinary action. 

 
13. Gang Awareness 
 The Board recognizes that a school campus is a place that  requires appropriate rules and regulations to ensure 

a safe and healthy environment which is conducive to learning for all students. All persons shall be aware and 
knowledgeable of the ty pe of conduct and expectati ons upon which this school district operates. Gang 
affiliation or gang membership has been found to be intimidating to the student body and disrupti ve to the 
educational process. Affiliation with a gang, gang ac tivities or claiming gang membership by students while 
under school authority is strictly prohibited. Under  authority in the School  Code, the B oard will impose 
corrective action ranging from  short-term suspension to long-term suspension and the student could  be 
recommended to the School Board for expulsion.  

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218.4. 
 
14. Hazing  

 The school district does not condone a ny form of initiation or harassment, known as hazi ng, as part  of any 
school-related student activity. No student, coach, sponsor, volunteer, or school district em ployee shall plan, 
direct, encourage, assist, or engage in any hazing activity. The school district will investigate all complaints of 
hazing and will administer appropriate discipline to any individual who violates this policy. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 247. 
 
15. Leaving the School Building/Premises Without Permission  
 No student, f or illness or any other reason, is perm itted to leave the school building/prem ises/conveyances 

without proper authorization from administration/school personnel. Violators may be suspended and dr iving 
privileges (at the secondary level) may be suspended temporarily or permanently.  

 Note: Students who leave school premises, including conve yances, without proper authori zation and then  
return are subject to search. 

 
16. Littering  
 Littering inside and/or outside of the building and/or on school  property is prohibited. Violators may b e 

subject to disciplinary actions.  
 
17. Metal Detection 
 In order to  provide and maintain a safe environmen t for stude nts, staff, and comm unity members, metal 

detection equipment may be utilized for comprehensive and/or random searches in school, at school programs, 
and/or at school activities on or off sc hool premises. In the eve nt an indivi dual refuses to cooperate with 
scanning procedures, app ropriate disciplinary action will be taken, to include denial of access t o or 
participation in a school-sponsored event or activity. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218.1 and No. 218.3.  
 
18. Possession/Use of Tobacco 
 Possession or use of tobacco products on school property or at school-sponsored events is prohibited. Students 

are not permitted to carry smoking materials, lighters, matches, chewing tobacco or other tobacco products, as 
well as look-a-like item s/devices (including, but not lim ited to, electronic cigarettes) on their person and/or 
store in their lockers or their belon gings while on school property, on school-sponsored modes of 
transportation, or at scho ol-sponsored events whether on or off school d istrict property. This includes all 
school buses and school vehicles, whether owned or contracted by the school district.  
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In addition to the penalties as defined in the student disci pline policy, a citation will be filed through the local  
magistrate's office requesting payment of a fine for the following:  
 
 Students who are in violation of Board Policy No. 222. Tobacco Use. 
 If a person o r more than one person is in any  area, r estroom or toilet cubicle, and sm oke is visible in  

sufficient quantity to indicate smoking is or has taken place, all individuals in the area may be considered 
in violation of policy.  

 "Lookouts" or those warning or aiding tobacco u sers may suffer the same or si milar disciplinary 
consequences.  

 For more information, see Board Policy No. 222. 
 
19.  Projectiles 
 The throwing or propelling of projectiles, including snowballs and other objects, while on or moving from or 

onto school district property, including school-sponsored transportation, or at school-sp onsored events is 
prohibited. Student violators will be disciplined, which may include suspension or expulsion.  Such an action 
could also be considered a violation of the weapons policy (Board Policy No. 218.1). 

 
20.  Public Displays of Affection 
 We realize th at no matter what your age, caring for others and showing affection is im portant. However, a 

relationship between two people is and should remain private. Public displays of affection are not appropriate 
in a school setting. Kissing and close phy sical contact in school is not acceptable behavior. Students must  
refrain from public display s of affection. Initial vi olations, unless excessiv e, will result  in a warning. 
Excessive and/or repetitive violations may result in m ore serious disciplinary consequences, which could 
include detention, suspens ion and/or a reco mmendation for exp ulsion, depending upon severity and age of 
student(s) involved.  

 
21.  Reasonable Force 
 As per the P A School Code and Board polic y (No. 218), reasonable force may be used by school staff and 

school authorities under any  of the following circumstances: to quell a disturbance, to obtain possessio n of 
weapons or other dangerous objects, for the p urpose of self-defense, and for  the pr otection of persons or 
property. 
 
Examples of incidents where reasonabl e force may be necessary to quell a dis turbance and/or protection of 
persons and/or property would include, but not be limited to, the direct defiance of a reasonable request and/or 
to cease, obscenities or abusive language directed at another person. 

 
22. Searches   
 Pursuant to Board Policy No. 226, t he school dist rict personnel may  lawfully search students or t heir 

belongings including but not lim ited to lockers, automobiles, electronic devices, purses, backpacks, clothing 
and other possessions, without a warrant if t here is reasonable suspicion that there is a th reat to the health, 
safety or welfare of the student or t he school population. This policy applies whenever students and/or their 
belongings are in school, on school prop erty, attending school-sponsored functions (including extracurricular 
or co-curricular activities on or off school prem ises), on school-sponsored transportation, or otherwise under 
school supervision. Additionally, the school district may lawfully conduct reasonable suspicionless searches 
in certain circumstances where there is a threat to the health, safety  or welfare of the school population. The 
reasonableness of the search shall be determined by balancing the nature of the students’  privacy interest; the 
character of the search to be conducted; the nature and immediacy of the suspected threat to the healthy, safety 
or welfare of the student population; and the effic acy of the search for ad dressing the suspected thr eat. 
Examples of threats to the health, safety or welfare of a student or the school population include, but are not 
limited to, the following: reasonable suspicion that a student is in possession of a weapon, drugs or drug 
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paraphernalia; reasonable suspicion that a student is in possession of stolen property; reasonable suspicion that 
a student is in possession of pornographic or other inappropriate material; reasonable suspicion that a student 
has been “sexting” photographs of him/herself or others with his/her cell phone and/or ot her electronic device 
and/or is using his/her cell ph one and/or other electronic device to b ully another stu dent and/or to send 
threatening messages. The results of searche s may be used as evidence against the student in disciplinary , 
juvenile, or criminal proceedings. The student generally will be notified and given an opportunity to be present 
during any search, unless there are exig ent circumstances or it is impractical to do so. Parents/Guardians will 
be notified as soon as is practicable. Lo ckers, desks and other facilities made available to students are school  
district property and are subject to search. See also th e section entitled “Hall Lockers”. In addition, the school 
district will em ploy the use of metal detectors to h elp preserve the health, safety  or welfare of the sch ool 
population. The school district will also cooperate with law enforcement and may, from time to time, partner 
with law enforcement to bring a canine on the premises to search for drugs or other illegal contraband. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 226 and its accompanying regulations, No. 218.1 and No. 218.3. 
 
23.  Skateboards/Scooters/Bikes 
 Skateboards/scooters/bikes are not permitted in school buildings. 
 
24.  Terroristic Threats/Acts 
 Students are prohibited fr om communicating threats or co mmitting violent or terroristic acts directed at  any 

student, employee, Board member, community member or school building. Such threats and/or acts will result 
in suspension from school, notification of law enforcement, and possible expulsion from school.  

For more information, see Board Policy No 218.2. 
 
25.  Theft 
 The policy on theft is designed not o nly to warn or deter, but  also to puni sh those responsible for t heft, 

however small. This rule is applied to t he fullest extent possible. No one is to be in the gym or locker room s 
without teacher supervision. St udents shall not  take any arti cles from teachers without the teacher’ s 
permission.  

 
1. Those individuals found responsible for a theft, depending upon the circumstances, may be suspended or 

receive other disciplinary consequences. In severe cases or in the case of a repetitious offender, a 
hearing before the School Board for expulsion and/ or referral to  law enforcement authorities may be 
initiated. 

2. If the stolen  article cannot be recovered or is da maged, the student responsible for the theft is 
responsible for restitution.  

3. The theft will be reported to the principal and possibly other proper authorities. 
4. When in the food line of the cafeteria, all item s must be on the  tray or readi ly visible for purchase.  

Items placed in pockets, carrying bags/packs, or other conceal ed areas will be considered an attempt at 
theft and the student disciplined accordingly. 

 
26. Threatening Behavior  
 Threatening behavior against anyone i s taken very ser iously by the school district. If the school district 

believes that a child has made a credible threat to harm himself/herself, or someone else, the parents/guardians 
will be cont acted as so on as possi ble. In som e instances, the school  district m ay require that the 
parents/guardians complete a W aiver Form. Please note that part of the process for co mpleting the wai ver 
requires a signed statement from a psychiatrist or psychologist stating that the  child is not a threat to himsel f 
/herself or to others. A g uidance counselor can pr ovide the name(s) and tele phone number(s) of health  
professionals who can evaluate the situation. T he student may not be permitted to attend school until t he 
appropriate paperwork is completed.  
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27. Unlawful Harassment  
 All forms of unlawful ha rassment of students and/ or third parties by studen ts are prohib ited. Harassment 

includes: verbal, written, graphic or  physical conduct relating to an indi vidual’s race, color, nati onal 
origin/ethnicity, gender, age, disability, sexual orientation, or religion. A student shall report harassment to the 
school principal and/or school staff.  T hose witnessing harassment are responsible to report i t to the principal 
and/or school staff. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 248. 
 
28. Use of Communication Devices, Cellular Telephones and Other Devices (School Board Policy No. 237) 
 Student use of communication devices is prohibited from the time the student enters the school facility until the 

time the student exits the school facility and, while in the school facility, such devices shall be turned off o r 
made inoperable and out of sight.  Exceptions to this rule can be made only upon the approval of the building 
principal or designee.  No other use of a cell phone or communication device will be permitted, including the 
taking of photographs and/or audio and/or video recording.  In all cases, all ringers or audible devices must be 
turned off or disabled and out of sight. Should students  have any questions regarding the appropriateness of  
use, they shall first seek guidance/permission from a staff member prior to any such use. 

 
 To assist in understanding of the consequences for failure to abide by  this polic y, the following tabl e is 

provided.  
 

Cell Phone Use - First Offense  
(includes going off if out of sight)  

Phone confiscation for five (5) school days. Parent pick up of 
phone after five (5) school days have elapsed (not counting the 
day of confiscation).  If period of confiscation straddles a 
weekend, phone will be held over the weekend as well. 

Cell Phone Use – Second Offense  
(includes going off if out of sight)  

3 days ISS and phone confiscation for ten (10) school days (not 
counting the day of confiscation). Parent pick up of phone after 
ten (10) school days have elapsed. 

Cell Phone Use – Third Offense  
(includes going off if out of sight)  

3 days OSS and phone confiscation to end of the school year. 
Parent pick up of phone at the end of the school year. 

 
 NOTE:  Use of a cell phone to send and/or display such things as, but not limited to, answers on assessments or 

embarrassing pictures or text may result in disciplin ary consequences bey ond those listed above and in  
accordance with the school ’s code of  conduct and school district policy, and m ay result in referral to law  
enforcement. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 237. 
 
29.   Use of Inappropriate Language 
 Courtesy must be observed at all times and in all situations. There can be no excepti on to this r ule. 

Discourtesy and disrespect will not be t olerated. Courtesy also involves the use of appropriat e language in a 
school setting. Profanity and/or vulgar and/or obscene and/or offensive language are never acceptable in the 
school setting, which includes school-sponsored activ ities and events as well as while utilizing school-
sponsored transportation services. The use of any  such language by  any student may result in detention( s), 
and/or suspension, and/ or, in severe cases, could also result in a citation for disorderl y conduct and/or  
expulsion. Also, any student who has multiple suspensions and/or continues to chronically violate regulations 
may be cited and referred to the appr opriate District Justice and/or reco mmended to the Board for expulsi on. 
Any students using inappropriate language towards a staff member and/or threatening a staff member (see 
Board Policy No. 218.2), in written form or in verbal form , may be suspended out of school.  Severe an d/or 
continued offenses of this type may result in a full ten (10) day suspension and possible reco mmendation for 
expulsion. 
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30.   Vacating School Premises 
Once the school day has concluded or a school-sponsored event has concluded that a student is attending or 
participating in, the student is expected to vacate school premises in a timel y and orderly fashion.  At  the 
conclusion of the school day, students are to immediately vacate school premises on the bus, via parent pick-
up, or by other appropriate means.  Students who remain at school unsupervised will be subject to disciplinary 
consequences. 
 
Students who have either been a participant and/or spectator at an after-school and/or school-sponsored event 
are expected to promptly vacate school prem ises.  A ll student spectators are expected to be off  school 
premises no later than on e-half (1/2) hour after th e event has concluded.  Student participants are also  
expected to vacate the premises in a timely fashion.  Coaches/ advisors who must remain with a student-
participant for an inordi nate amount of tim e will no tify the parent/guardi an of the first such incid ent, 
informing them that any future such incident may result in dismissal from the team/organization/program. 
For more information, see sections of this handbook titled “Afterschool Guidelines” under the applicable 
grade level. 

 
31. Vandalism  

Vandalism causing dam age or deface ment to any ty pe of educationa l property and/or f acility, grounds 
surrounding such facilities, school-sponsored and/or ope rated property, and/or personal propert y located 
within such facilities, is a criminal offense. These offenses will be referred to the proper authorities and result 
in school discipline of the student, which could include expulsion.  

 
32. Weapons  

Students shall not possess, handle, transport or m aintain any weapon or look-alik e weapon in any  school 
building, on any school property, on any school bus, on/off the school grounds, at any school activity/event or 
function, before, during or after school hours, whether or not school is in session.  

For more information, see Board Policy No. 218.1. 
 

DISSECTION POLICY 
 

The science department has a dissectio n policy that encour ages all students to participate in dissection activities.  
Alternatives are available upon written request. See your science teacher at the beginning of  the course to discuss 
any concerns.  

 
EXEMPTION FROM INSTRUCTION 

 
Parents/guardians have the right to ha ve their childr en excused f rom specific instruction that conflicts with their 
religious beliefs.  As per Board Policy No. 105.2, the request must be made in writing and must detail the specific 
instruction from which the student is to be excused; sent by the parent/guardian to the building principal and must 
contain a statement that the specific instruction described conflicts with the religious beliefs  of the student or of the 
parents/guardians.  The pa rent/guardian and/or stu dent may request suggested replace ment educational activities.   
The only permissible educational activity for t his purpose shall be in the nature of replacement instruction that i s 
consistent with the goals set for the cou rse and does not require the provision of any  extra resource by the district.  
The building principal wi ll determine where the st udent shall report during the time the student is excused.  All  
students excused from specific instruction are requir ed to achieve the academic standards established by the school 
district as necessary for graduation.  It shall be the respons ibility of the student to request permission to leave class 
when the spe cific instruction objected to is presente d.  When the student see ks to be excused, the tea cher shall 
excuse the student if the teacher or pr incipal has a copy of the written request and the wr itten request adequately 
describes the specific instruction. 
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FIELD TRIP CHAPERONES 
 

The following are general rules for chaperones on all field trips:  
 

 The use of tobacco products, the consumption of alcohol, the illegal possession and/or use of a 
controlled substance, and/or the use of inappropriate language and/or behavior are prohibited at all 
times and banned in all places.  

 All discipline should be referred to the classroom teacher.  
 Never leave your group unattended at any time.  
 Do not buy treats or souvenirs for your group.  
 Chaperones must respect confidentiality. 
 Chaperones should refrain from cell phone use and shall follow Policy No. 237 as if they are a staff 

member, since attention must be focused on the students.  
 
Teachers may have additional guidelines for chaperones to follow depending on the field trip. The classroom teacher 
will make these guidelines available.  
 
The classroom teacher will determine selection of and seek approval for chaperones for field trips. The number of 
chaperones will be based on the needs of the class and Board policies and regulations.  
 
Parents/guardians who are not chaperones are not per mitted to follow the cla ss nor meet the class at the field trip 
destination. If a parent/guardian shows up at the field trip  destination, they are responsible for the care and well 
being of their child. Their child is then  no longer a me mber of the class field trip. This now becomes an unexcused 
absence for the child for that day. 
For detailed information regarding overnight field trips or for more information regarding all field trips, see Board 
Policy No. 121 and the accompanying administrative regulations. 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

When a student dem onstrates a need for financial assistanc e in order to participate in the approved school district 
program, he/she must request such ass istance by contacting his/her building principal, guidance counselor, and/or 
teacher.  Once the building principal is inform ed of the potential for financial assist ance, he/she checks the validity 
of the request.  Such a check includes determining eligibility for free or reduced lunch, as well as the possibilit y that 
the child may be homeless and/or a migrant.  As is appropriate, any necessary supplies are purchased and/or fees are 
waived.  At all times, the confidential na ture of the request, as well as the information exa mined, shall be respected 
and preserved. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 110 and its accompanying regulations. 
 

FIRE DRILLS/EMERGENCY DRILLS 
 

Fire Drill Plan 
1. Regulations covering fire drills have been posted in all classrooms. Students should be aware of these 

instructions.  
2. All doors and windows are closed when the room is vacated.  
3. There shall be no talking during the drill.  

 
During a fire drill, there must be quiet and order. The objective of the drill is to see how quickly, orderly, completely 
and efficiently the building can be evacuated. Teach ers and pupils should at all times be alert for exits, which have 
been blocked due to circumstances of the drill (practice) or  construction issues. In such an event, another prescribed 
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exit for a group should be  selected. Other emergency  preparedness drills will be conducted throughout the school 
year. 

 
FLAG SALUTE AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

  
It is the responsibility of every citizen to show proper resp ect for his or her country and its flag. However, students  
may decline to recite the Pledge of Allegiance and may refrain from saluting the flag, on the basis of personal belief 
or religious convictions. Students who choose to refrain from such participation shall respect the rights and interests 
of classmates who do wish to participate in a meaningful ceremony. A student who chooses not to participate may 
either stand or sit, remaining respectfully silent.  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 807. 
 

GRADE REPORTING 
 
Progress Reports 
On a K-12 basis, student progress reports are issued  on or about the midpoint of each marking period.  Tentative 
dates are listed on the school district calendar. Report cards are issued at nine (9) week intervals. Tentative dates are 
listed on the school district calendar. Open house events and parent/teacher conferences are scheduled to provide 
opportunities for parents/guardians and teachers to  discuss classroom procedures and activities and/or student 
progress.  Teachers are directed by the building principal to keep parents/guardians informed when students become 
in danger of failing a course or have sho wn a significant decline in performance. Parents/Guardians are encouraged 
to take advantage of opportunities to meet with teachers to discuss pupil progress. For grades 7-12, student academic 
performance is available online to parents/guardians through the Home Access Center (HAC) on the school district  
website. 
 
Report Cards 
Report cards are issued approxim ately one (1) week afte r the close of each marking period.  These dates will be 
announced and printed in the school district calend ar.  Ki ndergarten students receive repo rt cards three (3) tim es 
during the school year.  Snow days may change all dates. 
 

HALL LOCKERS 
 

All students in the upper grades (grades 5–12) will be provided with a hall locker in which to store coats, books and 
other school-related materials. All lockers are the property of the Pleasant Valley School District and students shall  
have no expectation of privacy concerning their lockers. Lockers may be inspected at any time by school officials.  
Illegal material will be confiscated. Students are not to share a locker unless assigned by the office. Lockers are only 
provided for student use. Students are to keep their assigne d lockers closed and locked against incursion by  other 
students. The school accepts no responsibility if students give locker combinations to other students. No student may 
use a locker as a depository  for a substance or object which is prohibited by law or school district regulations or 
policies, or which constitutes a threat to  the health, safety , or welfare of the occupants of the school building or the 
building itself. The school assu mes no responsibilit y for lock er contents. All hall lockers have combinations and 
students are required to keep their co mbination a secret. Therefore, anything stolen from thes e lockers is  the 
responsibility of the student and not of the school. Students with lockers in need of repair must fill out a locker repair 
request form in the office. The Board reserves the right to authoriz e its employees to inspect the student’s locker at 
any time for the purpose of determining whether the locker is being improperly used for the storage of contraband, a 
substance or object the possession of which is illegal, or an y material that is deem ed to pose a hazard to the safety 
and good order of the schools. Signs are posted in l ocker areas to inform students of rules regarding l ocker privacy 
and searches. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 226.  
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HEALTH SERVICES 
 

The school health services team consis ts primarily of the certified school nurse, health room  technician, schoo l 
physician, and school den tist.  The team  works together with a primary  focus of helping  all students to stay  as 
healthy as possible.  However, we could never do as much as the student and his/her family can.  Health habits, like 
eating nutritious food, getting some exercise every day, getting enough rest, and washi ng your hands frequently to 
cut down on colds and other easily transmitted illnesses, will go a long way towards staying healthy. 
 
 
How to Use the Health Room 

1. Students must ask the teacher for a pass. 
2. If the reason for coming is non-urgent, students are asked to come before or during hom eroom or lunch or 

non-instructional time, such as stud y hall period.  Examples of non-ur gent problems include, bu t are not  
limited to: 

a. Vaseline for chapped lips 
b. A slight headache 
c. Calamine lotion for an itch 
d. Hunger pains from not eating breakfast 
e. Rubbing alcohol for a body piercing site 
f. Tiredness from staying up too late 
g. A throat lozenge for an irritated throat 
h. A new Band-Aid or bandage for an old injury 
i. Applying moisture to a tattoo site 

3. Please remember, injuries that happen at hom e should be taken care of at home.  If students come to school  
with a cut that has not been cleaned, or an injury that has not been looked at, they should come to the health 
room before or during homeroom period.  If a stud ent comes to school with a rash, red ey e, sore throat, 
earache, nausea, or other ailment that his/her parent(s)/ guardian(s) are unsure of, the tim e to come is before 
or during homeroom. 

 
State-Mandated Screening Tests 

1. Heights, weights, and vision screenings on all students yearly. 
2. Hearing screening tests on all K-3, 7th and 11th grade students. 
3. Dental screening on all students who transfer to Pleasant Valley whose healt h records do not contain an 

adequate dental record, and all students in grades K or 1, 3 and 7. 
4. Physical examinations on all 6 th and 11 th grade students, student participants in the Special Oly mpics, 

student-athletes as per PIAA requirements, and upon original entry into school in Pennsylvania, including all 
students transferring to Pleasant Valley from another state. 

 
What Happens in the Health Room 

1. Upon entering the health room  all students with illnesses, injuries, or as need ed medication are to sign in 
with full name and time entering health room. 

2. All students must be evaluated prior to treatment. 
3. Students will be examined on a first-come, first-seen basis, but medical emergencies will take priority. 
4. After examination or evaluation by the nurse, several possibilities can occur: 

a. Treat the problem and return to class immediately 
b. Return to class while continuing to treat the prob lem (e.g., apply ice to a “bump”) or in cases of a 

contact lens problem 
c. Rest in the health room until able to return to class 
d. Consult with parent(s)/guardian(s) regarding the illness or injury 
e. Go home, to the doctor or to the hospital, depending on the urgency of the problem 
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5. The student may be told that he/she has an infection or disease which is contagious (e.g., pinkeye, ringworm, 
chicken pox, impetigo, or head lice).  If this happens, the student will be sent home.  In order to return to 
school, the student will usually be required to see a doctor in order to gain clearance to return to school.  The 
nurse will talk with the student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) about what action is necessary.  The student 
will also need to stop by the health room upon arrival on his/her first day back to school in order to be seen 
by the school nurse. 

 
All students excluded from school for health-related reasons are required to check in with the  nurse prior to going to 
homeroom on the morning they return to school. 

 
Illness – First Aid 

 
Students who beco me ill d uring the day may secure a pass from their teacher and report to the nurse. R eporting 
without a pass is only permissible in the case of an extreme emergency.  
 
At the Middle School, non-emergency visits to the school nurse are to be initiated by the student before school, after 
school or during the first 10 minutes of the student’s lunch break. 
  
A student who becomes ill and cannot secure the services of the nurse should report to the office. A student spending 
a class period or part of a cla ss period elsewhere in the building claiming they were sick but not reporting to the 
nurse,  will be considered to be "cutting" class (in the Middle/High Schools).  
 
In the event  of an illne ss or injur y whereby the st udent is to be sent hom e, the nurse will contact the  
parent(s)/guardian(s) and arrange for t hem or their  designee to pick up their ill or  injured child. I t is then the 
responsibility of the parent(s)/guardian(s) to arrange for further care.  
 
Any student, claiming illness, who leav es the building without  the permission of the nurse, the principal and/or t he 
assistant principal(s), will be considered truant and cutti ng class and will be subj ect to disciplinary action upon their 
return to school. A student given perm ission to leave sc hool because of illness must follow the normal routine for 
reporting as explained in the "attendance" section.  
 
Severe Allergies 
 
The school district recognizes that  some students wi ll have severe allergies an d that, in order to maintain a saf e 
school environment for students with severe allergies, the school d istrict depends u pon the co ordination of 
parents/guardians, health professionals, students, and staff to minimize contact with the allergen and prepare a plan 
of action in the event the child is exposed to the allergen. 
 
It is the responsibilit y of the parent/guardian to notify the child’s buildi ng nurse of t he severe allergy.  T he 
parent/guardian must submit to the school district a medical statement form (No. 113.4-AR: Medical Statement for 
Students With a Severe Allergy ) confirming the severe allergy and signed  by a certified ph ysician, physician 
assistant, or nurse practitioner. 
 
Prior to the first day  of school and/or prior to a servi ce agreement going into effect initially and/or with any new 
prescriptions during the school year, parents/guardians shall supply the school nurse with updated medical protocols 
and appropriate school d istrict medical forms, as well as prescribed medications in their original pharmacy  
containers pursuant to school district policy.  
 
For a child with a severe food allerg y, parents/guardians shall maintain a supply of safe snacks at the school and/ or 
with the child for appropriate use in school. 
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Although the school distri ct shall provide the necessar y accommodations and services to enable a student with 
severe allergies to attend school safely, the school district is not required to provide medication or personal devices – 
that is the responsibility of the parents/guardians or others. 
 
When parents/guardians have inform ation that the child’ s medical condition has changed a nd that the change may 
indicate new and/or revised acco mmodations necessary to safeguard the child, parents/guard ians shall provide such 
information to the school. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 113.4 and accompanying regulations. 
 
Dangerous allergies can be triggered by certain types of food or other substances.  If a child with such an allergy eats 
or even touches cert ain food items or f oods processed in a facility with these products, the  child may have a life-
threatening reaction.  Oth er substances, such as  perfumes, can produce similar reactions. Therefore, in c lassrooms 
where a child has a severe allergy, we are putting in place these steps to help limit an affected student’s exposure to 
these risky foods or other substances: 

 A food or ot her substance that has been identifie d as being an allergen to a specific student may  not be 
brought into any classroom to where the child is assigned, whether he/she is in the classroom or not. 

 If an allergen is brought into the classroom by  a student and it is discovered by the teacher, arrangement s 
will be made to ensure that the child is not exposed to the allergen. 

 
We know that these steps may be inconvenient, but we trust that you understand how serious  this issue is.  We all  
want students at Pleasant Valley School District to be safe. 
 
Medication Policy 
 
Whenever possible, parent(s)/guardian(s)  are requested to ad minister medication at home.  Every effort should be 
made by the parent(s)/guardian(s) and their physician or certified nurse practitioner to schedule the ad ministering of 
medication, when viable, at times during which th e student is not in school , thus elim inating disruption to the 
student’s school day and maximizing his/her participation in the learning process. 
 
No medication will be dispensed by  any school district personnel unless the parent/guardian provides the certified  
school nurse or health ro om technician with the proper authorization and medication as stated in School Board  
Policy No. 210.  Please see the policy in its entirety for complete information. 
 

 Students requiring medication during school hours must have authorization from their physician on file in 
the nurse’s office and the authorization must include the following: 
 Date 
 Full name of student 
 Name of medication 
 Prescribed dosage 
 Time schedule for administration 
 Length of time (duration) to be given 
 Diagnosis 
 Possible side effects 
 Additional medication currently prescribed 
 Special conditions 
 Signature of physician and address and telephone number (including fax number, if possible). Orders 

signed by a certified registered nurse practitioner (C.R.N.P.) must include an official office stamp or be 
submitted on official office letterhead that includes the name and address of the physician. 

 Signature of parent(s)/guardian(s) 
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Medication must be in the original co ntainer from pharmacy/doctor.  The container must be clearly labeled with 
the full name of the student and the medication name/dosage. 
 
To ensure the saf ety of all students, all medication – except E piPens, Twinject, asth ma inhalers, “pump”-
administered medications such as insulin – and supplies needed for administration of medication that include any 
item that is classifi ed as a “sharp” (e. g. syringes with needles, lancets, etc. ) must be br ought to school by a 
parent/guardian and g iven directly to the school nurse or health room  technician. All medication to  be taken 
during school hours must have the accompanying Authorization for Medication During School Hours (No. 210-
AR) form on file in the nurse’s office. 
 
Students may transport emergency medications to an d from school (ast hma inhalers, Epi-Pens, Twinject, 
“pump”-administered medications such as insulin) once proper a uthorization is on file in the nurse’s office. In 
cases where the parent/guardian requests that their c hild be permitted to carry/self-administer medication as per 
the order of the ph ysician, the medication must be in a properly labeled pharmacy container with the student ’s 
name and the parent/guardian must accept the legal responsibility should the medication be lost, given to or taken 
by a person other than their child.  Th e parent/guardian must also acknowledge that the school d istrict has no 
legal responsibility to ensure that the medication is taken or when the above-named student administers his/her 
own medication and bear s no responsibilit y for t he benefits or consequences of the ad ministration of the 
medication. The medication for self ad ministration by the student must be labeled with the student’s name and 
signed and d ated by the certified school nurse or h ealth room technician that the student has authorization to 
carry and self-administer.  The student will be responsible for keeping the medication in a secure location. 
 
Students in possession of over-the-counter, prescription or other types of drugs which have not been reg istered 
with the certified school nurse or health room  technician will be considered  to be in violation of the school 
district’s drug and alcohol policy and will be subject to the disciplinary action as set forth therein.  
 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) must pick up an y unused medicati on by the last day  of the school y ear.  An y unused 
medication that is not picked up by this time will be discarded. 

 
Immunization Requirements 

 
The PA Department of Health has revised immunization regulations effective August 1, 2011.  Children in all grades 
are now required to receive additional doses of the vaccin es for mumps and varicella.  Seventh graders must also 
have one dose of the meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) and one of the tetanus/diphtheria/pertussi s vaccine 
(Tdap), if five y ears have elapsed since their last tetanus  immunization.  It should be noted that these requirement s 
apply to children under the age of five attending day care within a school building.  A four-day grace period will be 
permitted for vaccines given too early for age or minimum interval between doses. 
 

4 Doses of tetanus* (1 dose administered on or after the fourth birthday) 
4 Doses of diphtheria* (1 dose administered on or after the fourth birthday) 
3 Doses of polio vaccine (IPV or OPV) 
2 Doses of measles**  
2 Doses of mumps**  
1  Dose of rubella – German measles**  
3  Doses of hepatitis B vaccine (There must be at least 24 calendar days between doses 1 & 2, two months 

between doses 2 & 3, and a minimum of 4 months between doses 1 & 3.) 
2 Doses of varicella (chicken pox) vaccine administered no greater than 4 days prior to age 12 months or 

older, or chickenpox immunity proven by laboratory testing or a written statement of history of chickenpox 
disease from a parent, guardian, or physician.   

    *Usually given as DTP or DtaP or DT Td 
  **Usually given as MMR 
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Children ENTERING 7th grade will need the following: 

 One (1) dose of tetanus, diphtheria,  accellular pertussis (Tdap) (if 5 years has elapsed since their last  
tetanus immunization)   

 One (1) dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MCV4) 
 

Exclusion From School  
A child may attend school provisionally if evidence  of a least 1 dose of each vaccine ( measles, mumps, rubella, 
polio, tetanus, and diphtheria and he patitis B) and a plan for c ompletion of the rem aining doses of vaccine i s 
provided to the school.  No 7th grade student may enter without evidence of chickenpox immunity.  
 
Medical Exemptions 
Children need not be imm unized if the fam ily physician (M.D or D.O.) provides a written statement that  
immunization may be detrimental to the health of the child.  When the physician determines that immunization is no 
longer detrimental to th e health of the child, the child  will have to co mply with the above imm unization 
requirements.  
 
Religious Exemptions 
Children need not be immunized if the parent/guardi an or emancipated child objects in writing to the immunizations 
on religious grounds, or on the basis of strong moral or ethical conviction similar to a religious belief.  The statement 
must be written on the back of the child’s “Certificate of Immunization” located in the school nurse’s office.  

 
HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 

 
The school district offers the opportunity for homebound instruction in the event of a prolonged excused absence 
from school. A doctor’s verification is necessary on applicable school district forms. The parent/guardian must make 
a request for hom ebound instruction on the appr opriate form and subm it to t he guidance department or build ing 
administration. Final approval for such a request must be granted by the Pleasant Valley Board of Education.  
 
Homebound instruction is provided t o students who are una ble to attend school d ue to a medical or ph ysical 
condition as certified by a phy sician. It is im portant for parent(s)/guardian(s) to realize that this homebound 
instruction is temporary in nature and  that it is the ir responsibility to have their child ’s status re-evalu ated every 
ninety (90) days – including the procurement of a new statement from the physician, if applicable – and i nform the 
building principal in writing of those findings. An adu lt family representative must be present during homebound 
instruction at all times.  
 
The goal of the hom ebound teacher will be to replicate, as much as possible, what is taught in a regular classroo m. 
There will be consistent communication between the hom ebound teacher and the classroom teacher(s). The grading 
process will be a joint effort between the homebound teacher and the classroom teacher(s).  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 117. 

 
HOMEWORK 

 
Homework is the time students spend outside the classroom in assigned learning activities. Homework contributes 
toward building responsibility, self-discipline and lifelong learning habits.  Homework assignments reinforce 
classroom learning objectives. Homework should provide students with the opportunity to apply information they 
have learned, complete unfinished class assignments, develop independence, and practice, reinforce, or apply 
acquired skills and knowledge.  Homework helps develop regular study skills and the ability to complete 
assignments independently.  Completing homework is the responsibility of the student and, as students mature, they 
are more able to work independently.  Therefore, parents/guardians play a supportive role through monitoring 
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completion of assignments, encouraging students’ efforts, providing a conducive environment for learning, and 
maintaining open lines of communication with the teacher.  Parents/Guardians are encouraged to inform the teacher 
of any problems with the student and their homework.  
 
Homework assignments can include: 

 Practice exercises to follow classroom instruction; 
 Preview assignments to prepare for subsequent lessons; 
 Extension assignments to transfer new skills or concepts to new situations; and/or 
 Creative activities to integrate many skills toward the production of a response or product. 

 
However, assignments differ from teacher to teacher and subject to subject. Teachers will provide direction to help 
enable students to proceed independently and will clearly communicate the method of evaluation of hom ework and 
its impact on the student’s grades.  Teachers will only  use homework as a learning tool , not a disciplinary measure. 
Students who do not co mplete classwork may be require d to co mplete the assigned work as homework. One 
teacher’s assignments should not take a disproportionate amount of time and effort. 
 
Actual time required to com plete assignments will vary with each student’ s study habits, academic skills, and 
selected course load.  If your child is spending an inordinate amount of time doing homework, you should contact 
your child’s teacher(s).  Students are encouraged to pursue non-assigned, independent, leisure reading. 
 
As requested, students are expected to turn hom ework in on time. Students, who turn in late assignments, turn in an 
incomplete assignment, or who turn nothing in may receive partial credit or no credit. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 130 and/or speak to your child’s teacher or the building principal. 
 
Homework Request 
Parents may contact the school to secure any  assignments that can be com pleted during an absence.  Assignments 
will be avail able within 24 hours from the ti me of the request.  Parents/guardians are responsible to see that 
assignments are picked up at the school  when they have been requested.  This allows sufficient time to gather the 
assignments and the books.  Students are encourag ed to have reliable classmates share any information regarding 
missed work.  Students are expected t o work on/c omplete assignments when they are re quested and sent home 
during an absence.  Students are also expected to complete assignments when work is requested before or during an  
approved vacation which occurs on regular school days. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 130. 
 
PVHS/PVMS Homework/Classwork Make-Up Policy 
After returning from an absence, it is the responsibility of the student to contact his/her individual teachers in orde r 
to determine what homework, class work, and tests were missed, and it is the responsibility of the student to see that 
the work and tests are completed and handed in. Students who attend band, chorus, or athletic events are responsible 
for finding out and making up any work or tests they  missed during lessons, rehears als and/or events. As a rule,  
students will have the number of school days equal to the number of days absent to complete the homework. Any 
work not completed within that time fr ame can be assigned an incomplete (I), or a failure (F). It is at the discretion  
of the teacher, given the nature of the assignment, to allow any time beyond the number of days equal to the number 
of days of student absence to make up work.  
 
K-6 Homework/Classwork Make-Up Policy 
After returning from an absence, the teacher will provide the student with missed assignments. It is the responsibility 
of the parent/guardian and student to see that the work and tests are completed and handed in. 
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HONOR ROLL 

 
The following criteria shall be used in determining eligibility for the honor rolls: 

1. A Distinguished Honor Roll student will be a student whose average of all marks is 92 or higher and who 
has not attained a grade lower than 85 in any one subject. 

2. A Regular Honor Roll student will be a student whose average of all grades is 87 or higher and who has not 
attained a grade lower than 80 in any one subject. 

3. A senior must carry a minimum of six (6) credits. 

4. Students in grades 9-11 must carry a minimum of eight (8) credits. 

 
In the case of students carrying 2 or 3 unit courses (such as MCTI students), triple quality points will be awarded to 
the grade.  Determination of academic honor standing will be made by the guidance department and administration 
at the end of each marking period.  Honor standing a nnouncements will be sent  to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of each 
recipient at the end of each marking period. 
 

I.D. CARDS 
 

Each grades 7-12 student will be provided with an identif ication (ID) card on an annual basis.  The stu dent must 
carry this card at all times while he/she is on school property or attending any school-sponsored event and must wear 
and visibly exhibit, in the front of his/ her outer garment between the shoulde rs and the waist, their current school 
district issued photo identification at all tim es while on school property, including school-sponsored transportation, 
unless specifically granted exemption for religious reasons.  Requests for exemptions for religious reasons m ust be 
submitted in writing to and approved by the school administration.  Students exempted for religious reasons will be 
issued a non-photo i dentification badge, which must be visibly worn while on  school property, including school-
sponsored transportation, in the manner as set forth above.   
 
The ID is th e property of the school district and must be  shown to and , if a pplicable, relinquished to any staff 
member, transportation worker (e.g., bus driver or transportation aide) upon request.  If a student withdraws from the 
school district, the ID m ust be returned to the designed school office.  Students may  also be required to wear their 
school district I.D. when participating in an off-campus school-sponsored activity.  The ID must be worn on a break-
away lanyard issued by the school district. At any time, students may be required to immediately present their photo 
ID to an ad ministrator, teacher, other school employee or transportation worker for security  and safety reason, or 
other reasons for which th e student’s identity is being sought.  Students are responsible to r eport lost, damaged, or 
stolen identification cards immediately upon discovery to a teacher, security  officer, or administrator.  Students are 
responsible to dress according to Policy No. 221 while getting a photo ID taken. 
 
Under no circumstances shall a student alter a student ID card. Placing stickers or writing on ID cards is prohibited. 
 
Two (2) IDs will be issued to each student at no cost.  A charge of five dolla rs ($5.00), payable by check (made 
payable to the Pleasant Valley School District) or money order (made payable to the Pleasant Valley School District) 
only, will be charged for each replacement ID.  This charge will be used to defray  the expenses for materials and 
creating an additional ID.  This fee will be paid to the school district at the photo ID site.  Students are only allowed 
to possess one (1) ID at a time. 
 
Two (2) lanyards will be issued to each student at no cost .  Replacement break-away lanyards may be purchased at 
the photo ID site at a cost of two dollars ($2.00) each, payable by check (made payable to the Pleasant Valley School 
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District) or money order (made payable to the Pleasant Valle y School District) onl y.  Only school district issued 
lanyards may be worn. 
 
If an ID is lost, stolen, broken, or ot herwise made unusable, a Temporary Identification form will be co mpleted and 
issued by the principal or designee.  This form will be valid for one (1) day and must be taken to the photo ID site to 
have a new ID made.  Homeroom teachers will check for student identifications each morning when they check for 
dress code violations.  The ho meroom teacher will send a notice to the principal or designee for students violating 
the ID policy.  No student , under any circu mstances, shall possess another student’s ID.  If a student finds another 
student’s ID, that ID must be immediately turned over to a staff member.  It is a violation  of school policy to be in 
possession of another person’ s ID and/or to lend an ID to another person.  New students will receive a Temporary 
Identification Badge at the time of enrollment at the central registration office.   
 
An ID card may be required for the following: 

1. School breakfast and lunch purchases 
2. Admittance to school events (dances, athletics, etc.) 
3. Admittance to the library and checkout of materials 
4. Lavatory use 
5. When boarding a school-sponsored vehicle 
6. Other activities as deemed necessary by administration 

 
Disciplinary consequences regarding violation of applicable rules generally will be imposed in a progressive manner 
and can include such things as warning(s), detention(s), suspension(s), expulsion, and loss of privileges.  Frequency 
and/or severity can result in m ore severe consequences, and the school district reserves the right t o impose more 
severe consequences for i nfractions of a more severe nature, regardless of f requency. Below is a  grid showing 
disciplinary consequences for violations. 
 

High School/Middle School 
ID Violations 

Occurrence Consequences/Disciplinary Action 
First Warning 
Second Warning 
Third Detention 
Fourth 2 Detentions 
Fifth 3 Detentions 
Sixth 1 Day In-School Suspension (ISS) 
Seventh 2 Days In-School Suspension (ISS) 
Eighth or more 3 Days In-School Suspension (ISS) 

 
At the end of the first semester, occurrences will be re-set, beginning with a first offense warning and continuing the 
progression through the end of the second semester. 
 

INCLUSIVE PHILOSOPHY 
 

The goal of the Pleasant Valley School District is to create and maintain a support system that enables all children to 
meet with success.  This process is accomplished by determining what works for each child through the 
collaborative efforts of the school, home, and community. 
 
We believe that all children belong and learn best with their age-appropriate peers.  We also believe that it is our 
responsibility to educate all our children in an educational environment that addresses their academic, social, and 
emotional needs. 
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Children identified as having special needs will receive additional support through special education teachers 
working in conjunction with the classroom teacher.  In this way, all children can benefit while learning to appreciate 
diversity. 
 

INCOMPLETE COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
  

Students whose required work for a ny marking period is  not complete when due m ay, depending upon the 
circumstances and at the discretion of the teacher, be given an “Incomplete (I)” on their report card.  
 
A student with an "Incomplete" will be given a specified deadline to complete the work not to exceed two (2) weeks 
unless there are extenuating circumstances. Failure to satisfy the deadline will result in the grade becoming a failing 
grade (i.e., 64 or below). The teacher will change the grade on the report card before the next distribution date.  
 
A student who has not taken a scheduled final examination will receive a "0" for the exam grade. 
  
Any student who is absent on the da y of an exa m must produce an acceptabl e doctor's excuse for the absence . 
Otherwise, a grade of "0" will be recorded for the ex am. Any student who is absent on the day  of a graduation 
project oral presentation must produce an acceptable doctor’ s excuse for the absence. Other wise, the student will  
receive a grade of “0” for  the oral portion of the project, which will, when averaged, result in a failing grade for the 
entire project.  
 
The building principal will review each incident of absence on a case-by-case basis. 
 

INSURANCE 
 

All students are offered the opportunity of purchasing the following types of insurance:  
 
1.  School Time…………………………………………………………. $27.00  

Insurance coverage for the hours and days when school is in session and while attending or participating in 
school sponsored and supervised activities.  
(a)  During the school year  
(b)  On the school premises  
(c)  Summer recreation activities (school sponsored)  
 

2.  Full Time 24-hour Accident Coverage…………………………….. $103.00  
Insurance coverage is in force around the clock, 24 hour s per day. It beco mes effective the day  completed 
enrollment forms and premium remittance is received by the school. This type of insurance covers weekend 
and vacation periods including the entire summer (any covered activity).  

 
During the school year, all students competing in any interscholastic sports program will automatically be covered 
for that particular activity. The insur ance coverage, however, will onl y pertain to injuries incurred during 
participation in that particular sport.  
 
Benefits under the above-described policies ar e payable for the first $100.00 of  covered expense, without regard to 
other insurance. Thereafter, benefits sh all be payable for covered expenses above $100.00 that are not r ecoverable 
from other valid and collectible grou p insurance. If the insured person is not co vered by other group insurance, the 
excess provision shall not be applicable and full benefits are payable as described by the policy.  
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Before the parent(s)/guardian(s) can apply for benefits, an accident report, which can be obtained from  the nurse or 
the athletic coach, must be completed and presented to the school nurse.  
 
All accidents must be reported in writing to the nurse within 72 hours of the accident (forms to be completed can be 
obtained from the nurse) and must be reported to your private insurance carrier (e.g., Blue Cross, Metropolitan, etc.). 

 
LOST AND FOUND 

 
Lost articles should be reported to the o ffice, so that proper announcements can be made. Found articles should be 
brought to the office, so that owners may identify and claim them. 
  
Students should check with the office if they are missing items. Parents can help by making sure they label any 
articles of clothing  with t he student’s name. Also, parents should discourage students fro m bringing expensive  
articles to school.  
 
Unclaimed items will be donated to relief organizations at mid-year and at the end of the year. 

 
NON-SCHOOL DISTRICT SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL TRIPS OR TOURS 

 
Students who are absent from school for nonschool district sponsored educational tours or trips up to 5 (five) days in 
duration will be counted as Educational Trips if the following requirements are met:  
 
1.  Parents must notify the principal in writ ing, documenting the requested date s of absence, at least two weeks 

prior to the absence by filling out a Nonschool District  Sponsored Educational Trip or Tour Approval Form 
and submitting it to the office. The p rincipal will review the r equest and b ase approval on the student’ s 
attendance record, previous trip requests, teach er recommendation, and acade mic performance. One 
Educational Trip Approval Form may be submitted for children attending the same school.  

2.  Failure to get pre-approval for an educational trip  may result i n the absenc e for the tri p being declared 
unexcused. No student may spend more that a total of fi ve (5) school days on an approved educational trip in 
any school year unless discussed with and approved by the principal. Please note: Students are responsible to 
make up all work assignments and/or tests missed.  

For more information, see Board Policy No. 204. 
 

PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL AFFAIRS 
 
Student Participation in School Affairs 
The school district believes that students should participate in the governance of school affa irs at levels appropriate 
to their ages and competencies. 
 
Suggestions for the improvement of the schools may be offered by any student, provided they are of a constructive 
nature and contribute toward the realization of the educational goals of the school district. 
 

RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS 
 

The school district routinely discloses names, addresses and telephone numbers of students to recruiters unless such 
is in violation of Board Policy  No. 216 and/or the paren t/guardian requests that such inform ation is not disclosed  
without their written consent.  Parents/Guardians will be pr ovided, at the beginning of the school year or at the time 
of enrollment, the Parent Notification/Permission Form which will enable them to opt out of such disclosure. 
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 216 and 250 and any accompanying regulations. 
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RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
Student Rights and Responsibilities 
The Board has the authority  and responsibilit y to e stablish reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct and  
deportment of school district students.  At the same tim e, no student shall be deprived of equ al treatment and equal 
access to the educational program, due process, a presumption of innocence, and free expression and asso ciation, in 
accordance with Board policy and school rules. 
 
Attendant upon the rights established for each student are certain responsibilities, which include respect for the rights 
of others, obedience to properly constituted school authority, and compliance with the policies, rules and regulations 
of this school district. Therefore, as per 22 Pa Code 12.2: 
 

a) Student responsibilities i nclude regular school attendan ce, conscientious effort in classroom  work and 
homework, and conformance to school ru les and regulations.  Mo st of all, students are resp onsible to share 
with the administration and facult y a responsibility to develop a climate within the school that is conducive 
to wholesome learning and living. 

 
b) No student s hall interfere with the education of his/her fellow students.  It is the responsibilit y of ea ch 

student to re spect the rights of teachers, students, ad ministrators, and all others who are involved in t he 
educational process. 

 
c) Students shall express their ideas and opinions in a respectful manner. 

 
d) It is the responsibility of students to: 

 
1. Be aware of all rules and regulations for student behavior and conduct themselves in accordance with  

them. Students should assume that, until a rule is waived, altered or repealed in writing, it is in effect. 

2. Cooperate with school staff and vol unteer information in matters rela ting to the health, safety , and 
welfare of the school community and the protection of school property. 

3. Dress and groom themselves so as to meet established standards of safety and health, and s o as not to  
cause disruption to the educational process. 

4. Assist the school staff in operating a safe school for all students enrolled therein. 

5. Comply with state and local laws. 

6. Exercise proper care when using public facilities and equipment. 

7. Attend school daily and be on time to all classes and other school functions. 

8. Make up work when absent from school. 

9. Pursue and attempt to complete satisfactorily the course of study  prescribed by state and local school 
authorities. 

10. Report accurately in student media (e.g., newspapers or publications). 

11. Refrain from the use of indecent, offensive, or ob scene language in student media, on school property, 
or at school-sponsored events. 
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A student who has reached the age of eighteen (18) years possesses the full ri ghts of an ad ult and may authorize 
those school matters previously handled by parents/guardians. However, such may  not apply to a stud ent who is  
receiving Chapter 14 services. 
 

RULES AT SCHOOL-SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The Pleasant Valley School District is firmly committed to the belief that student competition and/or performance is 
a vital part of our educational program. 
 
In athletics, the Mountain Valley Conference expects its member schools to ex hibit only the highest standards of 
sportsmanship.  Additionally, the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association (PIAA) imposes upon the school 
the responsibility for the control of spectators and the protecti on of all in attendance at events, regardless of whether 
those events are held at “hom e” or “away”. The PIAA can impose various penalties on schools that  fail to con trol 
spectators and/or protect those in attendance at events. Similar expectations are held for those  attending 
performances or other co mpetitions. To this end, the school district has set forth specifi c rules for con duct at all 
school-sponsored events, held “ho me” or “away”, whether they  be athletic or other types of perfo rmance or 
competition, which are as follows: 
 

1. The possession, distribution and/or use of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances on school property is 
strictly prohibited. All violators will be prosecuted and banned from school premises. 

 
2. Anyone believed to be intoxicated and/or under the influence of a controlled substance and/or exhi biting 

behavior unbecoming a spectator will be ejected from the premises and, if uncooperative and/or abusive, can 
be subject to prosecution. 

 
3. The possession, distribution and/or use of tobacco on school property is strictly prohibited. 
 
4. Acts of physical aggression of any  type will not be  tolerated and can lead to ejection and possible 

prosecution. 
 
5. Players, participants, coaches, directors, advisors and spectators must refrain from the use of foul, abusive 

and/or abrasive language. Profanit y of any type can be cause for immediate rem oval from school property. 
This includes group cheers that are, in the estim ation of school officials, offensive, obnoxious and/or 
demeaning towards students and/or other persons.  

 
6. Insults directed at players, participants, coaches, directors, advisors or officials can lead to ejection from the 

school premises. 
 
7. The unauthorized throwing of objects is strictly prohibited and can lead to ejection. 
 
8. Home and visiting spectators are to remain in designated areas. 
 
9. All spectators must remain off the playing/performance area at all times. 
 
10. Anyone who is ejected fro m the event arena due to lack of compliance with any of these r ules will not be 

granted a refund. 
 
11. Anyone refusing a directive by school officials to comply with the above rules will be ejected and the school 

district reserves the right to summon law enforcement. 
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12. Severe and/or repeated infractions of th e above rules can lead to t he perpetrator being banned from school 
property, including all future school-sponsored events and/or activities.  

 
13. At any time that it becomes nece ssary due to lack of com pliance with these rules by  a large num ber of 

spectators, the event arena will be  cleared of spectators (without re fund of admission price), and the 
contest/performance will be concluded in closed session. 

 
 

 
The determination of the severity of any infraction with regard to the above rules and/or the 

consequence(s) imposed shall be at the discretion of the authorized school official(s).  
 
NOTE: All students in attendance remain subject to any and all school rules and policies. Students who are expelled 
are prohibited from participating in and/or attending school-sponsored events. 
 
For more information, please see Board Policy Nos. 122, 123 and 904, as well as the PIAA Regulations for 
Coach/Spectator Decorum for all Contests. 
 

SCHOOL VISITATIONS 
 

It is the policy of the Pleasant Valley School District that parents/guardians are welcome to visit. To visit teachers, at 
least twenty-four (24) hours notice to the school is needed in  advance of the requested date for such a visit and such 
visits must be pre-arranged and approved by the building principal. Parents/guardians are not permitted to go directly 
to the classro om. This pro cedure enables us to monitor who comes into the building, thus ensuring your child’ s 
safety. To visit a classroom , a written request must be submitted to the building principal at  least three (3) school 
days prior to the requested date for visit and such visit must be approved by the building principal or designee. 
 
All visitors shall display  a school district-issued tem porary identification badge, he reinafter known as a Visitor 
Badge, while they are in a Pleasant Valley School District building during regular school hours whether or not there 
are students within that building at the time of the visit.  This pertains to, but is not limited to, all individuals who are 
not school employees including delivery personnel, sales persons and construction or repair workers.  No Visitor 
Badge will be required at sporting events, open houses, or other events as dete rmined by the building and/or school 
district administration. 
 
All visitors, upon entering any school  district building or facility, are to report immediately to t he main office or  
other designated reception area.  Visitors who do not co mply with this directive will be escorted from the property.  
Employees who observe someone entering school district  facilities without wearing proper identi fication are 
required to confront that person or immediately  report this circumstance to the ad ministration or a m ember of the 
security staff. 
 
Visitors, after reporting to the main office or other designed recep tion area, will register (providing at a mini mum: 
name, date, time of arrival and departure , who is being visited, and nature of business) and as is applicable, will be 
given a visitor Badge.  Visitors are required to subm it a driver’s license or other government issued photo I.D. (e.g., 
passport, etc.) to the designed receptionist to assure proper identification and check-out by the visitor.  The I.D. shall 
be retained at the designed reception area.  Visitors who fail to submit proper I.D. will not be permitted entry into the 
school facility.  Upon return of the Visitor Badge, the visitor(s) will have their I.D. returned. 
 
The Visitor Badge is to be worn at or above the waist and in clear view at all times.  The Visitor Badge is valid only 
for the date of issuance. 
 
No visitor may confer with a student in school without the approval of the school principal. 
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Should an emergency  require that a student be called to the school office to meet a visitor, the pri ncipal shall 
determine the parameters by which such a meeting shall take place in accordance with applicable school policies and 
procedures as well as state and federal laws and regulations. 
 
Visitors are not perm itted to wander through t he building, but must report, or be escorted t o, the area identified a s 
acceptable for visitation and then back to the main office or other designated reception area. 
 
NOTE: This procedure, which denies parents/guardians free access to the building, also applies to parents/guardians 
who bring students to school in the morning and wish to walk them to class. Parents/guardians must not ask for, and 
teachers may not permit, the interruption of class room work for parent-teacher confere nces. Parents/guardians 
desiring such conferences shall make appointments for mutually convenient times with the teachers and guidance 
office, or arrange a mutually agreeable time during school hours. 
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 845 and 907.  
 

SCHOOL POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 
 

The heart of reasonable thought on di scipline involves th e development of attitudes, ideals, responsibilit y and 
understanding by the student that will ev entually result in self-discipline as an  adult. Discipline is also akin to 
character education in that it helps develop worthy standards and habits of conduct. It is not something added to the 
educational work of the school; rather, it is an in tegral component of the school' s program. Students grow in 
character as they come to understand more fully the consequences of their decisions and act in accordance with that 
understanding.  
 
If students are expected to function in a  competitive society, they must be given an opportunit y to make decisions. 
Within any decision-making process, mistakes will invariably be made. It is reasonable to anticipate that students 
will make mistakes. We also endeavor to help them to  learn from  these mistakes. Any action taken to correct  
behavior is therefore intended to help improve attitude and subsequent behavior; not to be vindictive. We thus striv e 
to achieve a proper balance between co ntrol and freedom. By control, we do not mean rules arbitrarily  conceived 
and summarily administered, but rather a well-reasoned approach built on the experience of a professionally  trained 
staff capable of utilizing responsible student participation. This, however, does not mean that there are no absolutes. 
We insist upon courtes y, honesty and a respect for the rights and feelings of others - not only to students, but the 
professional and support staff as well. If these expectations, rules and procedures are not adhered to, it beco mes 
necessary to address the student’s behavior.  
 
It is im portant that those at home su pport the chi ld’s education. Such supp ort should help ensure the student's 
compliance with the regulations and respect for th e "in lo co parentis" authority  granted to the school b y the PA 
School Code. Parents/guardians play an important role in the behavioral development of their children, since they 
are by nature the first and most important teacher in the child's formative years, and thus we look forward to forging 
a strong home-school partnership.  
 
This handbook, along with Board pol icies and accom panying regulations, helps provide the framework for th e 
successful, orderly operation of our schools. 
 

SIX-DAY CYCLE 
  

The school schedule will revolve on a six (6) da y cycle. Each day will be designated as Day 1, Day 2 ... thru ... Day 
6. On each seventh school day , the c ycle will repeat itself and begin again with Day  1, etc. Any  days lost to 
inclement weather or vacations will be skipped over, and the six-day cycle will continue without interruption.  
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STANDARDIZED DRESS CODE 

 
Student Standardized Dress Code 
Proper attire is to be worn by all students to foster the best environment for learning. To ensure that students observe 
basic rules of personal hygiene and dress in a manner that will not disrupt the educational  process, the following 
dress code shall apply. 
 
General Requirements 

 
Permitted Items: 

 Tops: 
o Solid-color Black, White, Gray, or any shade of Blue. 
o Traditional Polo-style with collar. 
o Standard Oxford-style Dress Shirt/Blouse. 
o All shirts must have a collar and must be appropriately sized for the student; that is, no ore than one 

(1) regular size larger than the student actually measures.  This also means that tops are not to be 
tight.  Long/Baggy or midriff-baring tops are not permitted.  Tops that are too short or too long are 
not permitted.  Tops must be long enough to ensure the midriff area is covered at all times and shall 
not extend past the middle of the rear pocket or where such pocket would be in cases where none 
exists.  Dress code compliant tops that are too long, but otherwise appropriately fit, must be tucked 
in.  Logos, prints, stripes, or patterns are not permitted. 

 Bottoms: 
o Must be solid-color Khaki (Tan), Navy Blue, Gray, or Black. 
o Dress or Casual Docker-style Pants (full-length or Capri-style). 
o Dress or Casual Docker-style Shorts. 
o Shorts, Skirts or Skorts/Gauchos must be Kneecap Length. 
o Slits or kick pleats in Skirts, Skorts/Gauchos, or Shorts must not extend above the knee.  
o Regular pants must meet the top of a shoe, but not touch the floor. This means that the end of the 

pant leg must meet a boot at the area at which a normal shoe would be. All such bottoms must be 
hemmed or have a standard cuff. 

o Must be appropriately sized for the student; that is, they are to be no more than one (1) regular size 
larger than the student actually measures. It also means that bottoms are not to be tight. Extra wide, 
extra full, extra long, baggy or sagging bottoms, as well as tight and/or undersized bottoms, are not 
permitted.  

o Must be free of pockets that extend or are situated below the hip area. 
o Bottoms are not to be tucked into shoes or boots. 

 Footwear: 
o Footwear can have a manufacturer’s logo as long as that logo is not contrary to the mission of the 

school; and/or advertises or promotes the use of tobacco, alcohol, or drugs; and/or is deemed 
offensive, obscene, or immoral; and/or which is sexually suggestive; and/or which promotes 
statements which are derogatory to any racial, ethnic, or religious group; and/or which contains 
double meaning, advocates violent acts, or is gang-related. Footwear cannot have a pattern, picture, 
drawing, diagram or decorative item(s). 

o Footwear must both be of the same color and pair. 
o If footwear is designed to have laces, the laces must be in the footwear and tied. 
o Shoes, Boots, Sandals (must be with Back Strap) or Clogs (must be with Back Strap) must be Solid-

color Black, Brown, Tan, Gray, Navy Blue or White. Shoelaces must match, be the same solid dress 
code compliant color as the footwear, and must be tied. 

o Pants/Capris/Gauchos may not be tucked in footwear. 

47 
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o Boots – Students are permitted to wear boots that are dress code compliant.  However, garments are 
not permitted to be tucked into the boot.  Regular pants must meet the top of a shoe, but not touch 
the floor.  This means that it must meet the boot at the area at which a normal shoe would be.  Boots 
must be below the knee and students are not permitted to wear shorts with boots.  Capris, gauchos, 
skirts, etc. are permitted provided they are not tucked into the boot. 

o Sneakers must be of dress code compliant colors of Black, Brown, Tan, Gray (not silver), Blue or 
White and may have one minor accent color (e.g., piping or stripe(s) on shoe that is of an other than 
compliant color).  The entire shoe cannot be striped.  Shoe laces must be of the same solid dress 
code compliant predominate color as the sneakers, or White. 

o Socks must be Solid-color White, Gray, Black, Tan/Khaki, or any shade of Blue and must match. 
 Layering Items: 

o Items must be Solid-color Black, White, Gray or any shade of Blue. 
o Full-length leggings/tights are to be worn under Skirts/Shorts/Skorts/Gauchos. Even if leggings are 

worn, skirts/shorts/skorts/gauchos must still be the appropriate dress code compliant length. 
o Solid-color Black, White, Gray, or any shade of Blue T-Shirts/Turtlenecks/Mock Turtlenecks may 

be worn under a Dress Code Compliant Shirt, Jumper or Sweater. 
 
Additional Permitted Items: 

 Full-length Hosiery/Tights may be worn by females and must be of approved Solid-colors (White, Gray, 
Black, any shade of Blue), including Skin-tone. 

 Pullover Sweaters, Full-torso Cardigan Sweaters, Sweater Vests, Fleece Tops, Fleece Vests – in Solid-color 
White, Gray, Black, or any shade of Blue – may be worn over a Dress Code Compliant Shirt; all items must 
be without hoods. 

 Neckties must contain only the Standard Permitted Dress Code Colors of White, Black, Gray or any shade of 
Blue. 

 Dress Code Compliant Polo-style Shirts, Oxford-style Shirts, or Sweaters/Sweater Vests/Fleece Tops/Fleece 
Vests with authorized PVSD extra-curricular or co-curricular logos are permitted.  

 Belts must be worn at the natural waistline and must be of Solid-color Black, Brown, Blue, White, or Tan 
with a standard 2” x 3” (or smaller) Belt Buckle and have no logos, emblems, insignias, monograms, studs, 
or other adornment(s) deemed to be unsafe and/or potentially disruptive.

 
Important Considerations 

 All clothing must be free of logos, designs, emblems, symbols, insignias, advertisements, and/or 
monograms. 

 All garments must be appropriately sized. 
 Tops and Bottoms must be of contrasting colors. For example:  

o Black Bottom/White Top or Khaki Bottom/Blue Top – Acceptable. 
o Black Bottom/Black Top or Navy Bottom/Navy Top – Unacceptable. 

 Solid-color White, Gray, Black or Blue pullover sweaters, sweater vests, full-torso cardigan sweaters, 
or fleece vests or tops, may be worn over a collared dress code-compliant shirt.  All items must be 
without hoods. 

 Slits or kick pleats in skirts, skorts, gauchos, or shorts must not extend above the knee. 
 All clothing must be free of logos, designs, emblems, symbols, insignias, advertisements, and/or 

monograms, except as stated above regarding authorized PVSD Extra-curricular or Co-curricular 
Logos. All garments must be appropriately sized. 

 All permitted hair accessories must be in Dress Code Compliant Colors.  
 Students who are required to change for Phys Ed. class must wear predominantly Black, Gray, or any 

shade of Blue sweatpants or shorts and Solid-color Gray, White, or any shade of Blue T-shirt and/or 
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sweatshirt (without hood) that are free of inappropriate or offensive logos, pictures, etc. All other 
PVSD specifications apply. 

 Denim Day – Jeans must be free of holes, slits, etc. and Blue, Black, or Tan. Tops must be Dress Code 
Compliant. 

 
Prohibited Items (Not all-inclusive) 

 Long and/or baggy pants 
 Midriff-baring tops 
 Hooded or thermal garments 
 Carpenter or cargo pants or shorts 
 Sweats (except as required for Phys. Ed. class) 
 Jeans, denim or pajama-type bottoms 
 Visible undergarments 
 Headgear, including but not limited to caps, hats, scarves, bandanas, headbands, do-rags, hairnets 

(unless required by approved vocational program) 
 Flip-flops or slippers 
 Steel-toed footwear may be worn only when specified by course requirement. 
 Footwear may not have heels in excess of three (3) inches.  
 Jewelry chains longer than 18 inches, heavy gauge chains, dog collars, wallet chains 
 Hoop body rings and barbells 
 Clothing or accessories considered to indicate gang affiliation 
 Clothing or accessories considered to be distractive, disruptive, offensive, potentially dangerous, or 

interruptive to the educational process 
 Clothing or accessories deemed contrary to the mission of the school, or that advertise the use of 

alcohol, tobacco, or drugs, or which are offensive, obscene, immoral, sexually suggestive, or contain 
statements derogatory toward any race, ethnicity, or religion, or that advocate violence or gang-related 
activity 

 Garments must be free of frays, slits, logos, designs, emblems, insignias, monograms, holes, rivets 
and/or studs 

 
In addition to the above, the ad ministration and/or teacher reserves the right to make a decision regarding the 
appropriateness of student dress.  
 
There is to be no changing of clothes in school or on any school property, including school-sponsored conveyances, 
prior to the beginning of or during the school day, unless it is needed for physical education, sports teams, 
extracurricular activities, or as authorized by the principal or designee. 
 
Students are encouraged to obtain an interpretation of th e dress code from the administration in advance if they 
are in doubt of the applicability  of the code to certain articles of clothing. V iolation of the dress code may  
result in disciplinar y action, and/or the  need for the parent or guardian to provide appropriate dress upon  
request.  
 
Parents/Guardians should understand that they  may be asked to bring a change of clothing to scho ol for 
students who are in violation of the standardized dress policy. 
 
For disciplinary consequences for violation of the standardized dress code policy, see the applicable Code of 
Conduct section of this handbook. 
 
For more information, see also Board Policy No. 221 and its accompanying regulations. 
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TRANSPORTATION (K-12 STUDENTS) 
 
Our school district utilizes the services of First St udent to transport our students.  First Student, based in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, is the leading student transportation provider in the U.S.  The school district and First Student 
work together to provide safe and efficient busing.  For questions, call First Student at (570 ) 402-2282 or the 
school district’s transportation liaison at (570) 402-1000, extension 4930. 
 
All times of pick-up and return of students are approximate.  Parents/Guardians are responsible for having their 
children at the bus stop on time, as well as ensuring their children have been properly arranged for upon drop-
off at the bus stop at the end of the school da y.  Students are to b e at their assi gned bus stop at least t en (10) 
minutes before their scheduled pick-up time.  The bus will not wait for those students who are tardy or who 
wait for the bus inside their hom es or personal vehicles.   If no students assigned to a bus stop are at that bus 
stop when the bus, or other school-sponsored vehicle arriv es, that bus or vehicle will not stop and wait. O nce 
students disembark from the bus or other school-sponsored vehi cle, they are to report immediately  to their 
destination, which is either in the sch ool or other school-assigned area or venue, or to their homes or  those 
vehicles which will convey them home. 
 
AM STUDENT PICK-UP: 
 
Students will onl y be permitted one d esignated bus stop location.  St udents must board the bus at  the 
designated stop.  They will not be permitted to ride on another bus.  Parents must make their own arrangements 
for transportation if their child or children cannot ride their assigned bus from their assigned bus stop to school. 
 
PM STUDENT DROP-OFF: 
 
Students will only be permitted one designed drop-off location.  (For example, students may not be dropped off 
at daycare two days per week and at home three day s per week).  Students will  only be permitted to ride their 
designed bus.  Parents must make their own arrangements for transportati on if their child or children cannot  
ride their assigned bus home. 
 
CONDUCT ON BUSES  
 
The Board and school administration support both bus contractors and drivers i n the conduct of their duties in 
providing for the safe and  efficient transportation of students.  A student is required to ri de only the bus to 
which he/she is assigned and to use only the stop to which he/she is assigned. A school-sponsored  
transportation vehicle i s an extension of the cl assroom and students are expected to conduct them selves in a 
manner consistent with es tablished standards for classroo m behavior.  It is very important that all students  
cooperate fully with the drivers, monitors/aides, or other staff assigned to the b us.  Drivers are responsible for 
maintaining discipline on their buses.  They have been authorized to make student seat assignments to assist in 
discipline, to curb vandalism and to promote safety.  However, the final responsibility of administering student 
discipline for transportation-related problems rests with the school administrators, who administer disciplinary 
action based on the severity of the incident. 
 
RULES FOR RIDING 
 
Any infraction of the following rules  is considered a safety hazard and the student will be subject to 
disciplinary action.  
 

1. Students must cooperate with and obey the orders of the driver at all times.  
2. Students will not throw or  propel in any  way paper, water or any  other objects on the bus or out the  

windows or doors.  
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3. Students will not use profane, vulgar and/or obscene language. 
4. Students shall not possess, use and/or distribute drugs, alcohol, controlled substances (including look-

alikes), tobacco, matches, food and/or drink on the bus or other school-sponsored conveyance. 
5. Once a student boards a school-sponsored bus or conve yance, the student must remain seated until the 

vehicle stops at his/her destination. Heads, hands an d feet must be kept inside the windows and out of 
aisles at all times.  

6. There will be no fighting, pushing, bullying, tripping or shouting at any time.  
7. Students will not willfully destroy clothing or any other property of another student or any part of the 

vehicle.  
8. A student will not aggravate or provoke other students or the driver.  
9. There will be no weapons or dangerous objects or  “lookalikes”, which could be m isconstrued as 

weapons, brought on the bus. Please see Board Policy No. 218.1. 
10. Allowable items to be brought on school-sponsored buses, vans and other vehicles: 

 Students may transport on school-sponsored conve yances those item s – incl uding musical 
instruments, school projects, book bags, athletic gear and other purposeful items – that can b e 
held comfortably in the student ’s lap without encroaching on the aisle space and/or adjacent 
student seating space. Such item s shall not be  placed on unoc cupied seats or on the floor 
except as designated b y the school bus driver.  Some musical instruments or other items will 
readily meet this criterion. 

 Individual arrangements must be made in advance for larger musical instruments (e.g. viola,  
trombone, French horn and the bassoon), athle tic gear and other purp oseful items by 
contacting the school office. 

11. Non-allowable items on buses: 
 Items that are not per mitted to be transpor ted on school-sponsored buses, vans and other  

vehicles include items that are exceedingly large, skis, ski poles, snow boards, skateboard s, 
items of a fragile nature (i ncluding all glass objects) and/or any other object that cannot, at the 
discretion of school personnel, be held comfortably in the student’s lap or transported safely. 

 Buses secured for special  events (i.e.,  sporting events, ski club, etc.) will be arranged in a 
manner that allows for the safe transportation of necessary items that may be prohibited from 
regular school bus runs. 

12. At no time may students and/or their belongings block aisles or emergency door exits.  
13. All applicable school rules are in effect while on school-sponsored buses or conveyances. 

 
The building principal and designee(s) have an im portant responsibility with respect to pupil transporta tion. 
Health and safety  factors are a major concern. Pup il behavior on the school bus is the administration’s 
responsibility, since infractions are to be referred to their offices. Any student  causing a disorder on a school-
sponsored vehicle will be reported by the driver and/or monitor/aide, and the incident will be investigated by a 
building administrator in conjunction with First Student, as is appropriate. 
 
Generally, the procedures listed below are followed when a student misbehaves on school-sponsored vehicles.  
However, the principal or designee will determ ine the appropriate action to be take n.  In no way should it be 
considered that the above listing is the only disciplinary consequence a student may incur. 
 
1st Offense –  
The driver and/or monitor/aide will warn the student. 
 
2nd Offense –  
The student will receive a written warning from  the building principal and a notice will be sent to the 
parent/guardian that such a warning has been issued. School discipline may also be imposed, depending on the 
severity of the infraction.  
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3rd Offense –  
The discipline referral form shall be forwarded to the building principal or designee, who may suspend bus* 
privileges for a period of one (1) school day. The pare nt/guardian will be contacted in advance. A school  
suspension may also be levied depending on the seriousness of the infraction.  

 
4th Offense –  
The discipline referral form shall be forwarded to the building principal or designee, who may suspend bus* 
privileges for a period of three (3) consecutive school day s. The parent/guardian will be con tacted in advance. 
A school suspension may also be levied depending on the seriousness of the infraction.  
 
5th Offense –  
The discipline referral form shall be forwarded to the building principal or designee, who may suspend bus* 
privileges for a period of five (5) consecutive school days. The parent/guardian will be contacted in advance. A 
school suspension may also be levied depending on the seriousness of the infraction.  
 
6th Offense –  
The discipline referral form shall be forwarded to the building principal or designee.  Bus* privileges may be 
suspended for a period of  ten (10) consecutive sch ool days.  A  school suspension may  also be i mposed 
depending on the seriousness of the infraction.  The parent/guardian will be contacted in advance. 
 
7th Offense –  
The discipline referral form shall be forwarded to the building principal or designee.  Bus* privileges may be 
suspended for a period of  twenty (20) consecutive school days.  A school suspension m ay also be imposed 
depending on the seriousness of the infraction.  The parent/guardian will be contacted in advance. 
 
8th Offense – 
A meeting will be held with appr opriate administration and t he parent/guardian and t he student.  Bus* 
privileges may be suspended for the balance of the school year and/or permanently. 
 
* The term “bus” implies any school-sponsored vehicle. 
 
Final decisions for all di sciplinary actions are at  the discretion of the administration, and ad ministration 
reserves the right to impose more severe disciplinary consequences as is deemed warranted on a case-by-case 
basis, taking into account the nature of the offense.  Therefore, the student may also receive other appropriat e 
means of discipline as per the applicabl e Code of Co nduct and, even on a first offense, the student m ay also 
receive a bus suspension. The decision for suspension from the bus will be  based on the investigation of the 
infraction, level of misbehavior, and/or the number of disciplinary incidents for an individual student. 
 
Serious, chronic and/or repeated offenses will be dealt with as per the applicable Code of C onduct in addition 
to the consequences list ed above.  When a sever e offense occurs (e.g., fighting, assault, drug-related offenses, 
destruction of public property and similar acts), the student may be suspended from the bus for the balance of 
the school year in addition to consequences as per the Code of Conduct. 
 
A bus suspension may  or may not be acco mpanied with a school suspension.  Students suspended from  bus 
privileges are not permitted to remain on school property after the close of the norm al school day.  Students 
who are serv ing bus suspensions are suspended fro m riding all school-spons ored vehicles.  An y currently 
suspended student who does not adhere to these pr ocedures risks further disc iplinary action(s), which c ould 
include a bus suspension for the remainder of the sc hool year.  The student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) are 
responsible for transporting the child if riding privileges have been suspended. 
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Suspension from the bus is not an excuse for being absent from school, unless the infraction has also resulted in 
out-of-school suspension in addition to the bus riding suspension. 
 
Parents/Guardians may be held liable f or any damages or destruction caused by their child to any  property of 
another person or any part of the vehicle. 
 
Students are required to r eport all inju ries that occur on the b us or getting on and off t he bus to the driver 
immediately, no matter how slight. 
 
NOTE:  Any student who leaves school propert y at the end of the day will not be a llowed to come back on 
school property to take a school-sponsored vehicle home. 

 
KINDERGARTEN PROCEDURES 

 
Kindergarten students will not be released from the school -sponsored bus, van or other vehicle unless they  are 
met by a parent/guardian or responsible adult (parental proxy) upon being discharged from the vehicle.  In t he 
event that a parent/guardian or proxy  is not present at  the bus stop to receive  the kindergarten student, the 
driver will contact the transportation contractor so that a phone contact can be made to a parent/guardian.   If 
contact cannot be made, the kindergarten student will be returned to the school to await parent/guardian pick  
up.  No kindergarten student will be released to an older sibling unless the school principal receives a written 
request from the parent(s)/guardian(s). 
 
The driver will docum ent the first incident of a paren t/guardian or proxy not being present at the student’ s 
assigned bus stop and will  return the student to t he school to await parent/guardian pick-up.  On the second 
occurrence, the driver will again doc ument the incident and transport the kindergarten student to the school to  
await parent/guardian pi ck-up. In addition, the  school pri ncipal will send a letter hom e to the  
parent(s)/guardian(s) stating that any future occurrences will result in a scho ol conference aimed at resolving 
the situation.  Future incidents could result in suspen sion of transportation services and/or contacting the local  
Children and Youth agency. 

 
Keeping a Record  
A bus conduct report will be completed by the driver for occurrences of inappropriate student behavior.  
 
Steps Outlined (Minimum)*  
1st Incident – Make a phone call to parent/guardian.  
2nd Incident – Send a letter to parent/guardian. 
3rd Incident – Meeting with parent, principal or designee, and driver to resolve this reoccurring problem.  
 
* Depending upon t he severity of the incident, the principal or designee may impose additional disciplinary  
consequences, which could include suspension from the bus  and/or school.  Expulsion is reserved for onl y the 
most severe cases. 
 

WITHDRAWALS OR TRANSFERS FROM SCHOOL 
 

Request for withdrawals or transf ers by a student must be m ade by written statem ent from 
parent(s)/guardian(s), unless the student has be en determined to be emancipated. The stude nt or 
parents/guardians shall submit the written statem ent to the attendance secretary. If the reque st is granted, the  
student will be issued a Student Withdrawal Form. At the secondary level, the student must request the teacher 
of each class and study  hall, from which the student is withdrawn, to sign the for m. The student will have one 
(1) day to complete the signing of the transfer form and to return the said form to the main office.  
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All books and other sch ool property charged to the stude nt must be returned, or pai d for, pri or to the 
culmination of a transfer. I f the student is transferri ng to another school, Pleasant Valley  will send a transcript 
of the student’s grades when a request is received from  the school to which the student is transferring. When it 
becomes known that a student intend s to withdraw fro m the school district, the student is offered an 
opportunity to speak to a school counselor; the school counselor, as is appropriate, will offer information to the 
high school student in order to help him/her to define educational and life goals and to help determine a plan to 
realize those goals; and, as is appropriat e, a high school st udent will be provide d an opportunity to take with 
them, from the school counseling office, information regarding tests for a GED. 
 
Students who inform the school of their intention to withdraw from the school district must complete a Student 
Transfer/Withdrawal form (No. 208-AR-1), which docum ents the re turn of any applicable supplies and  
equipment. 



Section III 
 

Elementary Level Information 
 
 

 
 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Elementary Level Information 

 
ELEMENTARY LEVEL INFORMATION.......................................................................................................................55 

VISION STATEMENT...............................................................................................................................................55 
ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES ..................................................................................................................55 

PVE - Arrival / Dismissal..............................................................................................................................55 
PVE Parent Pick-up.......................................................................................................................................55 
Polk - Arrival ................................................................................................................................................56 
Polk - Dismissal and Parent Pick-Up ............................................................................................................56 
PVI - Arrival .................................................................................................................................................56 
PVI - Dismissal and Parent Pick Up .............................................................................................................56 

ATTENDANCE ..........................................................................................................................................................57 
Unexcused Absences.....................................................................................................................................58 
Excused Absences.........................................................................................................................................58 
Tardiness .......................................................................................................................................................58 

BELL SCHEDULE - PVI ...........................................................................................................................................59 
GRADE PROMOTION - RETENTION POLICY......................................................................................................59 

Criteria & Guidelines ....................................................................................................................................59 
Special Provisions .........................................................................................................................................60 

GRADING SYSTEM and REPORT CARDS FOR GRADES K – 6 .........................................................................60 
Grades Kindergarten through Fourth Grade..................................................................................................60 
Grades Fifth to Sixth .....................................................................................................................................60 
Letter Percentage Interpretation ....................................................................................................................60 
Parent/Guardian Responsibilities ..................................................................................................................61 
Progress Reports............................................................................................................................................61 
KINDERGARTEN FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL.........................................................................................61 

LIBRARY PROCEDURES.........................................................................................................................................61 
Library Behavior Expectations......................................................................................................................61 
K – 3 Library Access.....................................................................................................................................62 
PVI Library Access .......................................................................................................................................62 

LUNCH ROOM PROCEDURES ...............................................................................................................................62 
MONEY ......................................................................................................................................................................63 
MUSIC PROGRAM – INSTRUMENTAL - PVI .......................................................................................................63 

Band ..............................................................................................................................................................63 
Drop Policy ...................................................................................................................................................63 
Grades ...........................................................................................................................................................63 
Home Practice ...............................................................................................................................................63 
Lesson Absences ...........................................................................................................................................63 
Lesson Schedule............................................................................................................................................63 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS ..........................................................................................................................................64 
SCHOOL DELAYS ....................................................................................................................................................64 

K – 3 Schedule for One-Hour Delay .............................................................................................................64 
K - 3 Schedule for Two-Hour Delay .............................................................................................................64 
Modified Kindergarten Schedule ..................................................................................................................64 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR .............................................................................................................................................65 
GOOD BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES.............................................................................................................66 
CODE OF CONDUCT .................................................................................................................................66 

After-school Behavior............................................................................................................................66 
Classroom Management.........................................................................................................................66 
Disciplinary Consequences ....................................................................................................................66 
Gum Chewing /Eating............................................................................................................................68 
Hallways ................................................................................................................................................68 
Lavatory .................................................................................................................................................68 
Playground .............................................................................................................................................68 
Privilege Denial .....................................................................................................................................68 

STUDENT SERVICES...............................................................................................................................................68 
Inclusive Philosophy .....................................................................................................................................68 
School Counseling Services ..........................................................................................................................69 

TIME SCHEDULE .....................................................................................................................................................69 
PVE...............................................................................................................................................................69 
Polk ...............................................................................................................................................................69 
PVI ................................................................................................................................................................69 



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
Elementary Level Information 

   

  55 

 
 

ELEMENTARY LEVEL INFORMATION 
K – 6 ELEMENTARY 
VISION STATEMENT 

 
The vision of the Pleasan t Valley Elementary Schools is to  inspire all students toward ph ysical, intellectual, 
emotional, and social growth as life long learners.   

 
 

ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES 
 

PVE - Arrival / Dismissal  
 Students and parents/guardians are NOT perm itted in the building prior to 9:07 AM unless they have  a 

previously scheduled appointment. Buses will be dropping off students at the front of the building beginning 
at 9:07 AM. The driveway directly in front of the school is off limits to cars from 8:35 AM- 9:35 AM.  

 Parents/guardians must park in the upper lot and walk their child into school. The lower parking lot in front 
of the school  will be blocked off to pr ovide a safer avenue for parents and students to walk to and from 
school.  

 For safety, parents/guardians MUST w alk students across the driveway in front of the school. Parents may 
not drop them off and watch them from their car. If you do not want to walk your child int o the school, 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade students may  be dropped off at the b ack of the building at the cl assroom wings. 
Kindergarten students MAY NOT be dropped off in the rear of the building; they MUST be walked into the 
front of the school. Parents/guardians of kindergarten students with an older sibling must bring both students 
to the front of the school. The doors will not be opened prior to 9:07 a.m.  

 Children should NEVER be dropped o ff and left unatte nded prior to 9:07 AM . Children should rem ain in 
vehicles until the doors open at 9:07. Parents/ guardians who drop off students or allow them  outside of 
vehicles prior to 9:07 will be reported to the appropriate authorities.  

 
Note: The rear doors are not accessibl e by parents/guardians. Parents/guardians are not to park and enter through 
the rear of the building. If you need to enter the school, you must enter the building through the front entrance and 
obtain a visitor badge.  
 
Again, we caution you to drive carefully and use extreme care and patience. When driving on school property, the 
speed limit is 15 MPH; anyone caught in violation of these rules will be reported to the appropriate authorities. 
 
PVE Parent Pick-up  
 Parents/guardians picking up students must park in  the upper parking lot and wait just outside the main 

doors.  
 Parents/guardians may enter the build ing when t he doors are unlocked  at 3:47  p.m. and enter th e 

gymnasium. Students will be brought to the gymnasium.  
 Parents/guardians must show photo identification identifying themselves as the parent/guardian before the 

child is released. Parents/guardians must exit through the main gymnasium door. 
 If a student is parent pick-up every day, one note for the whole year will suffice. If there are changes in your 

arrangements, please send in a note.  
 Parents/guardians are expected to be on time in picki ng up their child. School district security personnel or 

local police officers will escort students home who are habitually left beyond the close of the school day.  
 
Please be advised that we can NOT call students from their rooms after 3:27 PM. If your child is parent pick-up, 
you must wait until the 3:47 pick-up ti me. The time between 3:27 PM and 3:47 PM is ver y critical for teacher  
instruction and preparation for dism issal. PLEASE honor the 3:47 PM parent pick-up time. Students may not be 
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picked up before the dismissal ti me of 3:47 PM unless there is a confirmed medical appointm ent or a family 
emergency.  
 
Polk - Arrival  
Students and parents are not permitted in the building prior to 8:52 AM Buses will be dropping off students at the 
front of the building. The driveway in the front of the school is off lim its to cars fro m 8:35 AM – 9: 05 AM 
Parents/guardians dropping off their children are to utili ze the parent drop off entrance at the far en d of the 
building. Parents/guardians are to driv e to the curb to unload their child at  the designated area, and then proceed  
in a swift and orderly fashion. 
  
Polk - Dismissal and Parent Pick-Up 
Parents/guardians picking-up students at the end of the school  day must park their vehicle in the side lot an d walk 
to the side entrance door t o meet their child. Parent pick-up will be called at 3:32 PM Phot o ID identifying the 
parent/guardian must be shown before the child is releas ed.  Parents must be prepared to show photo I D, since 
some staff, such as a substitute teacher supervising parent pick-up, may not recognize the parent. 

 
PVI - Arrival  
Students and parents/guardians are NOT permitted in the building prior to 8:47 AM unless they have a previously 
scheduled appointment. Parent(s)/guardian(s) dropping off students must go to Entrance B and park in the circular 
drive at the e ast end of the building (1st driveway  from Burger Hollow Road). Students and parents /guardians  
must remain in their vehic les in the traffic loop outside Entrance B until t he doors open for students at 8:47 AM.  
Students are to proceed directly to their classrooms. All doors will be locked at 9:05 AM. All students arriving 
after 9:05 AM are to be dropped off at the main entrance (2nd driveway from Burger Hollow Road), and will be 
given a late pass before reporting to class.  
 
PVI - Dismissal and Parent Pick Up   
6th Grade Pick-up:  
Parents/guardians of 6 th grade students who are picking up their child must go to Entranc e B and park in the  
circular drive at the east end of the bui lding (1st dr iveway from Burger Hollow Road). Parents/guardians must 
wait outside Entrance B until the doors  are opened at 3:38 p.m. At this time,  parents/guardians may  enter the 
building and proceed to the pick-up ar ea to wait for the teacher e scorting their child. The pick-up area for 6th 
grade is the center hall of the 6th grade wing.  
 
4th and 5th Grade Pick-up: 
Parents/Guardians of 4th and 5th grade students who are picking up their child will park in the open parking spaces 
in the Main Parking Lot at the end by the water tower and enter the doors marked W2. This is the hallway leading 
to the Music Rooms. Once entering t he school through the doors marked W2, 4th and 5th grade students may be 
picked up at the end of the hallway by the Music Rooms.  
 
Parents picking up students from multiple grade levels can choose either location for pick up.  
 
Parents/guardians must identify them selves as the  parent/guardian before the child is  released. Proof of 
identification may be requested. No one under t he age of eighteen (18) is permitted to pick up students.   
Reminder: Students must have a note to be allowed to go to the parent pick-up area. No child will be released to a 
parent/guardian unless the classroo m teacher or office staff receives a note. If a student is parent pick-up every 
day, one not e for the whole year will suffice. If there are any changes in arrangements, parents are asked to  
contact the main office and subm it the change in writing via fax or e-mail. It is requested that all parent pick-up 
notes be submitted during homeroom or via fax or e-mail no later than 2:00 PM.  
 
Parents/guardians are only to use the visitor parking lot at the main entrance when picking up students prior to 
3:10 PM or after 3:52 PM.  Parents/gua rdians picking up students at the main entrance must pick-up students at 
the office and sign them out.  
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Please be ad vised that we  discourage parents fro m picking up s tudents between 3:15 and dis missal. The time 
between 3:15 PM and 3:38 PM is very critical for t eacher instruction and pre paration for dismissal. PLEASE 
honor the 3:38 PM parent pick-up time.  
 
Parent pick-up dism issal is fro m 3:38 PM until 3:50 PM.  Please plan accordingly.  Parent(s)/Guardian(s) ar e 
expected to be prompt for parent pick-up.  In the even t that a parent/guardian does not arrive on time, an attempt 
will be made to contact the parent/guardian.  After a ll buses are loaded, for s afety reasons a child will not be 
removed to the school building or parking area. 
 
Staying after school – All students must present written permission to their homeroo m teachers in the morning 
(teachers will then forward it to the attendance office) in order to stay after school for any reason.  
The names of students stay ing after school will app ear on the daily  attendance sheet. There is to be no loitering 
around any of the school buildings. Students are expected to  be in attendance of a school f unction if they are on 
the school grounds. To insure the safety of all  students and proper order at dis missal time, all students who are 
staying after school MUST report to the designated area of the activity at dismissal. Students, after dismissal, may 
not be in the school building unless monitored by a teacher or coach. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
The following guidelines must be adhered to with regard to all school district elementary schools:  

1. Whenever a student is absent or late/tardy , the parent(s)/guardian(s) is/are required to send a written 
excuse note to the school which documents the following: 
a. Date(s) of absence or tardiness; 
b. Reason for absence or tardiness; and 
c. Signature of parent(s)/guardian(s).  

2. Excuses may be considered unexcused if not handed in within three (3) school days of the student’s return 
to school.  An unexcused absence may become illegal/unlawful, and could result in truancy  proceedings. 
A student may not be given the opportunit y to make up class work missed for an illegal absence. Aft er 
three (3) unlawful absences, a citation warning will be issued and attendance will be require d at a school 
district initiated truancy meeting.  

3. A doctor’s note may be required for six (6) or more consecutive days of absence.  
4. A referral to the Truancy Elimination Program will take place when a student’s absences exceed three (3) 

unlawful days or in absences not cover ed by a doctor’s excuse after a second attendance lett er has been 
issued. 

5. Cumulative absences in excess of ten (10) da ys may result in a warning notice being issued. The notice 
will state a doctor’s excuse will be required to show that future absences are justifiable.  

6. Cumulative absences in excess of twenty (20) days may interfere with the student’s successful completion 
of their assigned grade or learning of necessary skills at their grade level. This may lead to a student being 
retained due to lack of completing necessary curriculum requirements.  

7. Excessive unlawful absences may result in fines and court costs via the local district magistrate, and/or 
the contacting of county Children and Youth services.  

 
Parents/guardians are enco uraged to schedule all appoint ments (dentist, docto r, etc.) after school hours. In the 
event it is necessary to take a student out of school during the school day; the following steps should be taken:  

1. Present a written, signed parent/guardian request to the teacher first thing in the morning. 
2. The students must be signed out by parent/guardian in the office before leaving the building. 
3. When the student returns t o school, he/she shall report to the offi ce for an admittance slip.  This will be 

given to his/her teacher. 
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Unexcused Absences 
The principal and attendance personnel will review the excuse to determ ine if the absence is excused or 
unexcused. Examples of absences which may be declared unexcused and unlawful include, but are not limited to: 
oversleeping, missing the bus, car trouble, traffic problem s, baby-sitting, refusing to com e to school, pe rsonal 
reasons, staying up late, getting home late, rel atives visiting, family emergencies, finishing homework, 
parent/sibling doctor appointments.  
 
Excused Absences  
Examples of excused absences are illness, death in the family, quarantine, and health care appointments.  

 
Tardiness 

 
The school district provides school-sponsored transportation for each of its students.  
 
The buses arrive at PVI at  8:47 AM. All students should be  in their classrooms by 9:05 AM. Arrival after 9:05 
AM will be marked as tardy.  
 
The buses arrive at PVE elementary  school at 9: 07 AM. All students should be in the bui lding by 9:17 AM. 
Arrival after 9:17 AM will be marked as tardy. 
 
For Polk Elementary School, buses will arrive at 8: 52 AM. All students shoul d be in the building by  9:02 AM.  
Arrival after 9:02 AM will be marked as tardy.  

 
Students who consistently show irregular punctuality will be referred to the office. There is no legitim ate excuse 
for being habitually late in the morning. Excessive tardiness or habitual early dismissals are obstacles to academic 
success by limiting valua ble instructional time. Building administration reserves the right to assess the student 
with additional absences based on amount of instructional time lost.  
 
Disciplinary Action for Tardiness may include, per marking period: 

 2nd tardy – Written warning  
 3rd tardy – Conference with school counselor 
 All subsequent tardies – Meeting with principal or designee 

 
Excessive tardiness and/or habitual earl y dismissals may result in disciplinary  consequences, fines, court costs, 
and the involvement of the applicable District Magistrate and/or Children and Youth Services.  
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BELL SCHEDULE - PVI 

 
8:47 – 9:05 Homeroom 

 
9:05 – 9:40 Period 1 

 
9:43 – 10:18 Period 2 

 
10:21 – 10:56 Period 3 

 
10:59 – 11:34 Period 4 

 
11:36 -12:30 Period 5 

 
12:33 – 1:08 Period 6 

 
1:11 – 1:46 Period 7 

 
1:49 – 2:24 Period 8 

 
       2:27 – 3:02 Period 9 

 
3:05 - 3:35 

 
Bear Block 

        3:38 – 4:00 Homeroom/Dismissal 
 

 
GRADE PROMOTION - RETENTION POLICY 

 
Criteria & Guidelines  
This policy provides guidelines and criteria for the promotion of students through grades K – 6. 
 
The PVSD Mission, “Excellence in Education: A Community Commitment”, guides teachers, administrators, and 
parents/guardians in the s erious decision-making process  of promoting or retaining students . Numerous factors, 
including academic performance and considerations of bot h psychological and social reasons, affect the critical  
decision of promotion or retention of each child.  
 
 Students who meet academic competencies established by both the Pennsylvania Department of Education 

and the Pleasant Valley School District will be promoted.  
 A child in danger of not meeting approved standards of the Department of Education and the school district 

will be referred to the bui lding Instructional Support Team (IST) or the Student Intervention Response  
Team (SIR) for evaluation and recommendation(s) for remediation.  

 By the conclusion of t he second marking perio d, parents/guardians must be made aware of their child ’s 
possible retention.  

 If a child is in danger of non-promotion, a conference will be scheduled with a team consisting of at least an 
administrator, teacher, and parent/guardian. This  team will review the ch ild’s progress and make 
recommendations for the child’s most appropriate placement.  

 The principal will make a final decision. 
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Special Provisions  
 
 Children who fail to meet both mathematics and reading competencies will automatically be considered for 

retention.  
 Children who fail to m eet competencies in one (1) or more major content area subjec ts – reading, 

mathematics, science, social studies, and language arts – may be considered for retention.  
 Students who enroll in the Pleasant Valley  School District after the end of the second marking period will 

be monitored through teacher-to-parent contact, sp ecifically through progress reports and parent-teacher 
conferences.  

 Retention for reasons other than academic failure (social, psychological, etc.) may be considered.  
 Conditional promotions (summer remedial programs, tutoring, special programs approved by the principal) 

may be considered by the principal.  
 The principal may grant social promotions if a child has been previously retained.  
 

GRADING SYSTEM and REPORT CARDS FOR GRADES K – 6 
 
Grades Kindergarten through Fourth Grade  
Standards Based Report Cards. The report cards communicate t o parents a s ummary of the student’ s progress 
toward attaining skills which are in alignment with the Pennsylvania State Standards.  
 
Kindergarten students receive a report card three (3) times per year, while Grades One, Two, Three, and Four 
receive a report card four (4) times per year, using the following reporting system: 
 

4 –  Exceeds Expectations – Indicates that the student is perform ing at a level tha t exceeds 
what is expected by the end of the grade level. 

3 –  Meets Expectations – Has mastered the skill at the level that is expected by  the end of the 
grade level. 

2 –  Making Progress Toward Expectations – Is making sufficient progress tow ard the lev el 
that is expected by the end of the grade level. 

1 –  Insufficient Progress Toward Expectations  – Either is not m aking progress or is not 
making progress at the rat e which is required to  master the skill by  the end of the grade 
level. 

M –  Modified Instructions and/or Assess ment – Curriculum , and/or instructions, and/or 
assessment modified in order for the child to meet with success at his/her instruction level. 

 
The following reporting sy stem is use d to m ark progress in the Special Are as (Music, A rt, Health, Phy sical 
Education).  
 

O –  Outstanding – performs above average work on a consistent basis 
S+ –  Above Satisfactory 
S –  Satisfactory – meets grade expectations 
I –  Needs Improvement – inconsistent performance 
U –  Unsatisfactory – does not meet grade level expectations 

 
Grades Fifth to Sixth 
 Letter Percentage Interpretation  
 A  92 - 100 Excellent  
 B  83 – 91 Above Average  
 C  74 - 82 Average  
 D  65 - 73 Below Average  
 F    0 - 64 Failure  
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Parent/Guardian Responsibilities  
Parents/guardians may request a conference. Upon examining a child’s report card, parents are asked to:  
1.  Sign the envelope where indicated.  
2.  Put any comments in the space provided.  
3.  Return signed envelope with the student.  
 
Progress Reports  
At the midpoint of each marking period, progress reports will b e sent home to parents to indicate their child’s 
progress and/or efforts to that point for the marking period. This report must be signed and returned to the teacher 
who issued it.  

 
KINDERGARTEN FIRST DAYS OF SCHOOL 

 
Monday, August 27, 2012 will be a day  for parent-teacher and kindergarten student or ientation.  
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) will bring their child to school to m eet with the teacher and get acclimated to the classroom 
setting.  There will be no bus service that day. The first day of school for kindergarten students will be Tuesday, 
August 28, 2012. Thus, students will be picked up f or school on Tuesday, August 28 th and each da y thereafter. 
More information in this regard will be forthcoming from the school.  

 
LIBRARY PROCEDURES 

 
Your school library  provides accurate and current info rmation. Each time you use your school librar y you are  
developing lifelong skills for survival i n an inform ation-based economy. Your school libra ry advises you t o 
adhere to the following:  
 

1. Students borrow books during library periods. The lib rarian determines the nu mber of books borrowed  
and length of the borrowing period. Renewals are available, provided there are no reserves on the book. 

 
2. Reference books, reserve books, magazines (periodicals), and software may NOT be borrowed for home 

use. Due to high demand for these materials, they must stay in the library. 
  
3. Students are responsible for all items until they are returned. DO NOT check out an item  for a frien d. 

YOU are responsible for that item. 
  
4. Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of students who have books  or materials damaged while checked out in 

their name will be billed for the repair.  Students who lose library materials should report the loss 
immediately to the library staff.  In the event of a book that is lost or is dam aged beyond repair, 
the parent(s)/guardian(s) will be charged for the replacement cost of the item  plus a $2.00 
technical processing supplies fee, which shall be paid with in thirty (30) days. Students who fail 
to clear their library obligations will lose the privilege to borrow materials. 

 
Library Behavior Expectations  
All students have the privilege of using the school’s library. With that privilege comes the responsibility to use the 
library properly. Students who choose not to be responsible library users will face disciplinary consequences.  
 
 RULES:  

1.  Follow directions.  
2.  Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.  
3.  Come to the library with a purpose and prepared to work.  
4.  Be considerate of others - enter, work, and exit quietly.  
5.  Use and return materials when, where, and as directed. 
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K – 3 Library Access  
The goal of the Pleasant Valley Elementary Schools’ library program is to create a love of reading and to provide 
the knowledge base to pursue individual interests, as well as introducing the research process. 
  
Kindergarten through thir d grade students have a fixed library schedule providing access to the librar y once 
during the six-day cycle. Library classes consist of a lesson and/or book selec tion. However, this pattern may be 
altered by assemblies or extra selection cy cles to provide reading material during holida y breaks. The date due 
slip in the book pocket will contain the date a book needs to be returned. 
  
Fourth grade students will have access to the library on a flexible schedule involving book selection, library skills 
lessons, and incorporation of the research process into curricular areas.  
 
Students may gain access to the library during the homeroom period for renewal, return, and borrowing purposes 
after first securing permission from their classroom teacher.  
 
PVI Library Access 
A flexible schedule provides access to  the library when needed by individuals, groups, and/or classes. Students 
come to the librar y for book selection and browsing tim e with their readi ng teacher. Subject area teachers 
schedule class time in the library  for students to learn the skills and r esources necessary to begin research 
assignments.  
 
Through joint planning, the librarian and subject area te acher will determine the number of research p eriods a 
student may need to complete an assignment.  
 

LUNCH ROOM PROCEDURES 
 
All schools strive to provide a pleasant experience for all the students in the lunch room and for all the staff who 
work in and monitor the lunch room . We stress good nutr ition and a quiet and safe environment. It is im portant 
that all students are provided with a lu nch.  Parents/Guardians sh ould notify the school if th ey have difficulty in 
providing one. Also, the following guidelines shall be in effect: 
 

1. Students may not remove food from the cafeteria, except with permission from school personnel.  
2. Students can purchase one (1) snack from the cafeteria (with parent permission).  
3. Quiet conversation will be per mitted in the cafeter ia. Excessively loud voic es will not be tolerated. 

Failure of an  individual t o abide by  the rules will result in a warning and/or appropriat e disciplinary 
action.  

4. Upon finishing their lunch, students will bring tray s to the disposal area and then return to their tables. 
Before leaving the cafeteria, students will check their table and floor area for waste and clear such area of 
waste materials. 

5. Students are assigned seating locations and will eat  at the location to which they are assigned. 
Disregarding this rule will be considered an act of insubordination and can result in disciplinary action.  

6. Horseplay and games are not permitted in the cafeteria . Disregarding this rule will result in a warning 
and/or other appropriate disciplinary action.  

7. Throwing of food or tampering with the food of othe rs will result in appropriate disciplinary  action, 
which could include suspension or expulsion.  

8. Dismissal from the cafeteria will be by sections under the direction of the monitors.  
 
Food or drinks should be properly stored and not visible in any place other than the cafeteria unless permitted by 
staff or as part of an approved program. 
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MONEY 

 
Students should not bring more money to school than is needed for the day (e.g., approximately $5 to $10). When 
it is necessary to bring in large amounts of money (fund-raisers, magazine sales, ski club sales, photo day, etc.), 
students should have their homeroom teachers secure the money for them. However, the school is not responsible 
for any money left in desks, lockers or in gym bags, etc.  
 

MUSIC PROGRAM – INSTRUMENTAL - PVI 
 
1. Band  

Large group rehearsals will take place as scheduled. A band concert(s) will be scheduled based on a date(s) 
determined by the band instructor. 
  

2. Drop Policy  
If, at any time during the year, a student and his/her parents/guardians decide that the student no longer 
wishes to participate in the instrumental music program, that student should see the band director and obtain a 
“Drop Form” to be completed by his/her parents/guardians. 
 

3. Grades  
Solo grades will be recorded periodically on the student’s Practice Record.   
 

4. Home Practice  
Students should practice 20-30 minutes per day at home. Practice time should be recorde d on the student’s 
Practice Record each day and this re cord should be signed by  a parent/guardian before lessons each week.  
Insufficient practice time may result in a student being dropped from the program.  
 
A student who practices a minimum of 180 minutes per week will be a member of the Practice Club for that 
week. Students maintaining regular membership in the Practice Club will receive periodic bonuses that will 
be announced in lessons. If a student is having particular difficulty with an assigned lesson, he/she should see 
the band director for special help during the week before the next lesson. 
 

5. Lesson Absences  
Students are expected to attend all regularly  scheduled lessons. I t is the resp onsibility of each student to 
remember times of individual lessons and to arrive promptly for each lesson.  

 
Students should report to the classroom teacher before leaving for a lesson or rehearsal.  

a. Students absent from school on a lesson day should see the band director as soon as they return to 
school to find out what they missed.  

b. Students who forget instruments on lesson day should attend lessons without their instruments. It 
is each band member’s responsibility to bring his/her instrument, lesson book and music to school 
for band activities. 

 
6. Lesson Schedule  

Band students will attend a weekly lesson on a rotating schedule, which means that they will be excused from 
a different class each week. It is t he responsibility of each student t o turn in hom ework and get new 
assignments for the class missed before coming to lessons. If a test is scheduled at the same  time as a les son, 
the test has p riority. Students should see the band direct or before the scheduled lesson to arr ange a different 
lesson time. It is expected that students who are pa rticipating in t he Instrumental Music Program  will 
maintain passing grades in all subject ar eas. Failure to do so may result in the need for the student to attend  
remedial classes rather than band.  
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PARENT VOLUNTEERS  
 

We need parent volunteers. The PTO is a parent/guardian volunteer organization that provides an opportunity for 
the home, school, and co mmunity to work together for our children. In the past, the PTO has provided our 
students with playground equipment, books for the school library, computers, snow-cone parties, Holiday Shoppe, 
school store and various after-school social events fo r both students and parents. Additionally , PTO mem bers 
generously volunteer their time to tutor students and assist with special events at school.  
 
Individual schools also ho ld monthly PTO meetings. Check your school calen dar for dates and times o f PTO 
meetings at each school. All parents are encouraged to attend the meetings at their child’s school. Your attendance 
at these meetings is important both to learn about what is going on in our schools and to provide support to t he 
children. Any and all parents are welcome to come and give their support - remember: “The best gift you can give 
your child is your time.”  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 916. 
 

SCHOOL DELAYS  
 
K – 3 Schedule for One-Hour Delay  

 Classes will go as scheduled with no real disruption to the day  
 Specials will begin with Period 3  
 Lunch and the Kindergarten day will otherwise go as normal  
 Breakfast will be served 

 
K - 3 Schedule for Two-Hour Delay  

 Lunch will be served as scheduled 
 Specials will begin at the beginning of Period 4 
 Breakfast will not be served  

 
Modified Kindergarten Schedule  
Our school district always defers to the safety of our school children when making decisions as to holding classes 
on days when the weather turns nasty . Often times a “delay” in our start ti me will allow for roads to be cleared 
and for better visibility for our drivers. However, the im pact of a two-hour delay  costs us the loss of many of our 
AM sessions and requires us to “balance” attendance at the end of the year.  
 
To address this, we provide a MODIFI ED KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE that will yield shorter sessions, but 
allow for no loss of the AM classes. In the event the school district im plements a TWO-HOUR DELAY, we will 
operate under the foll owing time schedule. Please note this  schedule and post it in a prominent place in your 
home. 
 

MODIFIED KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE FOR TWO 
HOUR DELAYS FOR PVE  

MODIFIED KINDERGARTEN SCHEDULE OF TWO 
HOUR DELAYS FOR POLK 

AM Pick Up – Two Hours Beyond Normal Time AM Pick Up – Two Hours Beyond Normal Time 
 

AM Buses Arrive:    11:07 AM AM Buses Arrive:    10:52 AM 
AM Classes Begin:  11:17 AM AM Classes Begin: 11:02 AM 
AM Dismissal:      1:30 PM (One Hour Later Than Normal 

Time) 
AM Dismissal:    1:15 PM (One Hour Later Than Normal 

Time) 
 

PM Drop Off (One Hour Later Than Normal Time) PM Drop Off (One Hour Beyond Normal Time) 
 

PM Buses Arrive:    1:35 PM PM Buses Arrive:   1:20 PM 
PM Classes Begin: 1:45 PM PM Classes Begin: 1:30 PM 
PM Dismissal:       3:57 PM PM Dismissal:       3:42 PM 
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Classroom teachers will co mmunicate to you as to what the expectations are that da y (snack, modified 
instructional components, rescheduling special events, etc.). Please understand that your decision to have your 
child attend on “modified schedule days” will be at your di scretion, based on the conditions of the roads in your 
area. Students not attending will be marked “absent”.  

 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 

 
The faculty and staff support students in accepting responsibility for their own behavior.  They make expectations 
for student behavior clear to the stude nts and establish the guidelines to maintain a safe, orderly and respectful 
learning environment in the building.  The faculty and staff will strive to correct/re-direct students in a positive 
manner, so as to promote healthy learning experiences. 
 
It is expected that all staff will communicate concerns regarding negative student behavior with parents/guardians 
in order to work together to prom ote better choices.  Staff will assist students i n achieving acceptable beh avior 
through the use of positive classroom management techniques.  They will strive to support students by employing 
proper methods of self-est eem enhancement. However, if such ef forts do not succeed, students are subj ect to 
disciplinary consequences.  Also, serio us instances of unacceptable student behavior may  result in disciplinary  
consequences without first trying these techniques. 
 
Parents/Guardians are expected to join the faculty and staff in reinforcing and s upporting positive and respectful 
student behavior.  This is a responsibility they are accepting when they enroll children in our school. 
 

 “If a child doesn’t know how to read, we teach. 
If a child doesn’t know how to swim, we teach. 

If a child doesn’t know how to multiply, we teach. 
If a child doesn’t know how to drive, we teach. 

If a child doesn’t know how to behave, we… teach? … punish? 
Why can’t we finish the last sentence as automatically as we do the others?” 

(Herner, 1998) 
 
The positive behavior program is implemented to help students make the best choices regarding their behavior. It 
is a positive reinforcement tool, designed to encourage good behavior. 
  
The basic expectations that must be followed by all students in all areas of the buildings are: 
  
         K - 3      4 - 6 
                  P.A.W.S            Gimme 5 

1. Prepared to Learn    1.  Show Respect 
2. Always Be Respectful    2.  Be Responsible 
3. Winning Choices    3.  Make Good Choices 
4. Safety First     4.  Show Pride 

5.  Be Ready To Learn 
 
 
Students exhibiting good behavior may be rewarded with  a ticket. The students can redee m the ti ckets for 
rewards. The rewards are varied – from pencils to lunch with the principal – and dependent upon the number of 
paw prints earned. Students can save up their tickets to earn bigger and better rewards! 



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
Elementary Level Information 

   

  66 

 
GOOD BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES 

 
Guidelines for  

Lavatory Behavior  
Guidelines for  

Lunchroom Behavior  
Guidelines for  
Hall Behavior  

Guidelines for  
Playground Behavior  

1.  You must have the 
teacher’s permission to 
leave the room.  

2.  Use quiet voices  
3.  Wash hands  
4.  Dispose of paper towels in 

trash cans only  
5.  Behave in an appropriate 

manner  
6.  Writing utensils should not 

be taken to the lavatory. 

1. Use good manners  
2. Talk quietly to people at 

your table  
3. Raise your hand for 

permission to leave 
your seat  

4. Keep your area clean  

1.  Walk in the hall and stay to 
the right side  

2.  Walk quietly in the halls  
3.  You must have the 

teacher’s permission to 
leave the room  

1.    Demonstrate rules of 
safe and orderly play  

2.    Take turns  
3.    Share the equipment  
4.    Stay within the 

designated areas  

 
CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
We take great pride in our school and th e behavior of our students. Courtesy  is to be observed at all tim es and in 
all situations, without exception. In order to provide a positive learning experience so that all students can receive 
the best education possible in a safe and orderly setting, certain types of behavior are prohibited. Actions on the 
part of our students that reflect negatively on our school are taken seriously and are addressed immediately. When 
in the school setting, students must: 
 

1. Follow directions and all school rules. 
2. Keep hands and feet to self.  
3. Walk, do not run, while in the school.  
4. Respect the feelings and property of others.  
5. Keep the building clean. 

 
After-school Behavior 
Students on school groun ds after normal school hours must have a legitimate purpose for being there (e.g.,  
participation in an activity, participating as a spectator, after school tutoring or instruction) and are not to interfere 
with students participating in school functions. Students who wish to act as spectators may be required to leave 
the premises by appropriate means and return no earlier than ten (10) minutes prior to the time of an after school 
event. Students who vio late this policy run the risk  of being prohibited from attending an y future after-school  
events. 
 
Classroom Management 
When students do not m eet expectations set by  their teacher (or school administration), and the severity  of 
behaviors do not rise to the level of adm inistrative intervention, a classroo m management plan will be  put in  
place, which will be followed by parent/guardian notification. 
 
For serious infractions, school administrators reserve the right to assign a detention or other consequences. Severe 
incidents may, at the discretion of school adm inistrators, be d ealt with as a school suspension and/ or other 
appropriate disciplinary consequence, including expulsion.  
 
Disciplinary Consequences 
The disciplinary consequence assigned for behaviora l infractions will be based upon the severity  of the incident, 
the age of the offender, and any other circumstances that the administrator or designee feels important to consider. 
In the sections below, Se ction I offenses are of a less severe nature than Se ction II offenses.  Where sim ilar 



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
Elementary Level Information 

   

  67 

offenses are l isted in both sections, more severe incidents are assigned as Section II offenses and thus re sult in 
more serious disciplinary consequences. 
 

Section I:   
This section lists some of the behaviors for which detention or other similar disciplinary consequence can be 
assigned.  Such behaviors include, but are not limited, to the following:  
 Insubordination/disrespect/rudeness/loudness/defiance toward any school personnel  
 Inappropriate language 
 Aggressive behavior 
 Horseplay, including rough play on the playground  
 Abusing hall/lavatory pass privileges 
 Cutting class/being in an unassigned area  
 Repeated daily offenses  
 Misuse of electronic or digital (including cell phones) technology 
 Inappropriate lunch room behavior  
 Repeated tardiness or unexcused early releases  
 Defacing school property (consequences may include restitution) 
 Destroying property of others (consequences may include restitution) 
 Dress code violations 
 Other similar offenses 

 
Note: Offenses in the above section that are deemed excessive or severe or chronic/repetitive may be categorized 
as Section II and/or may lead to suspension or expulsion. 
 

Section II: 
Offenses that may warrant suspension or expulsion include, but are not limited to, the following:  
 Insubordination/disrespect/rudeness/loudness/defiance toward any school personnel  
 Throwing and/or propelling objects or food  
 Fighting 
 Threats and/or threatening behavior 
 Aggressive behavior 
 Dishonesty – Stealing, forgery, cheating, plagiarism  
 Acts of violence 
 Bullying / Cyber Bullying 
 Skipping/cutting school (also results in an unlawful absence) 
 Severe cases of dishonesty – stealing, forgery, cheating, plagiarism 
 Vandalism (defacing/destroying property) – includes restitution as a consequence 
 Theft, possession or sale of stolen property 
 Possession, distribution, or use of controlled substances, drugs, alcohol, weapons, tobacco, or other illegal 

materials stated in Board policy and this handbook 
 Willfully causing injury to others or destruction of property  
 Use and/or display of profanity, and/or obscene, vulgar, offensive, and/or disrespectful/disruptive 

language and/or lewd or sexually explicit behavior 
 Horseplay that could result in injury to others and/or damage to property 
 Harassment (as per Board Policy No. 248) 
 Lodging a bomb scare or threat of a catastrophe to the school or school district, including the illegal use 

of the fire alarm 
 Severe or repeated offenses of any type 
 Failure to report for an assigned detention, ISS, or a similar disciplinary consequence 
 Severe misuse of electronic or digital technology (including cell phones) 
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 Defacing school property (consequences may include restitution) 
 Destroying property of others (consequences may include restitution) 
 Other similar offenses 

 
Note:  Discriminatory comments and bullying are NOT tolerated! They must be dealt with immediately by 
contacting a Building Administrator. 
 
Gum Chewing /Eating 
Gum chewing is not permitted, unless authorized. Gum chewing may result in a disciplinary referral.  
 
Hallways 
In order to preserve an or derly learning environm ent, students are required to re main quiet and orderly  while 
using school hallways.  Running and horseplay are prohi bited.  Students are allowed in hallway s only upon 
permission of school staff .  Students who display  inappropriate behavior in hallway s will receive appropriate 
disciplinary consequences.  
 
Lavatory  
School staff will regulate student use of the lavatories. Students are expected to keep the lavatories and everything 
therein clean and in good condition.  
 
In addition to receiving a ppropriate disciplinary consequences, which could include detention, suspension or 
expulsion depending upon severity of the infraction and other circumstances, any student misusing the lavatories 
may be required to clean up any  mess he/she creates. If any  damage occurs, the student and  his/her 
parents/guardians will be required to pay any related costs, including, but not li mited to, compensation for staff 
time and/or repair and/or replacement of equipment/furnishings.  
 
Only one student is allow ed to use a l avatory pass at one  time.  Students are  not allowed to use the la vatories 
during the changing of classes. 
 
Playground 
Students are required to exhibit courteous and safe behavior at all times while on the playground or going to and 
from the playground.  Bullying, horseplay or r ough play will not be tolerated.  St udents must responsibly use 
playground equipment, and m isuse could lead to t he student being prohibited from equipment use.  As is 
warranted, appropriate disciplinary consequences will be imposed to address student misbehavior. 
 
Privilege Denial  
The privilege of participat ing in the many various programs and activities is an im portant part of attending the 
elementary schools of the school district. However, disruptive behavior may lead to a loss of these privileges.  
 

STUDENT SERVICES 
 

Inclusive Philosophy  
The goal of t he Pleasant Valley  elementary schools is to create and m aintain a support s ystem that enables all  
children to meet  with su ccess. Determining what works for each child th rough the collaborative efforts of the 
school, home and community accomplish this process.  
 
We believe that all children belong and l earn best with their age appropriate p eers. We also believe that it is o ur 
responsibility to educate all our children in an optimal educational environment that addr esses their academic, 
social and emotional needs.  
 
Children identified as having special needs will receive additional support t hrough special education teacher s 
working with the classroom teacher. In this way, all children can benefit while learning to appreciate diversity.  
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School Counseling Services 
Our basic concern in the guidance department is to improve each individual’s self-image. Our primary function, 
in cooperation with the other professional staff, is to promote the physical, intellectual, and moral/ethical maturity 
in each student.  
 
According to the plan developed by the Pleasant Valley School District, school counseling services include:  

 Establishment of a coordinated system of student records and interpretation of student records to 
students, parents/guardians, and staff.  

 Consultation and follow-up with school staff, administrators, and parents regarding the program of 
testing and pupil self-appraisal.  

 Individual and group counseling.  
 Coordination and orientation for students new to each level of education and for transferring students.  
 Interpretation of standardized test results to students, staff, and parents /guardians.  
 A school-initiated system of communication and involvement with parents/guardians.  
 A system of referral and follow-up with agencies and resources available outside the school which 

support the goals of the school guidance services.  
 Education placement assistance for students.  
 Consultation and follow-up with the school staff and administration regarding curriculum 

development.  
 Consultation, counseling, and follow-up with parents/guardians, school staff, and administrators 

regarding the screening and placement of exceptional students.  
 

 
TIME SCHEDULE  

 
PVE  Polk  PVI 

Kindergarten  Kindergarten  Grade 4-6 
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Teacher Day 9:07 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. –  

AM Kindergarten  
12:35 p.m. – 3:52 p.m. –  

PM Kindergarten  

8:52 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.  
AM Kindergarten  

12:20 p.m. – 3:37 p.m.  
PM Kindergarten  

8:47 a.m. – 3:38 p.m. Student Day 

Grades 1 – 3 Grades 1 – 3 
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Teacher Day  8:15 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. Teacher Day 
9:07 a.m. – 3:52 p.m.  Student Day  8:52 a.m. – 3:37 p.m. Student Day  
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MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION 

 
VISION STATEMENTS 

 
Pleasant Valley High School  
Pleasant Valley High School fosters a challenging learning environment which promotes academic excellence, 
creativity, individual growth, celebration of diversity, and the development of productive citizens.  

 
 

Pleasant Valley Middle School 
The vision o f the Pleasant Valley  Middle School Community  is to prepare all students for success in an ever 
changing world by providing multifaceted interdisciplinary instruction.  

 
AWARDS 

 
ACADEMIC:  
The top academic average for each grade level (9-12) is given recognition as well as the students with the highest 
academic average in the t op 10% in each cla ss. The top academic average recipient receives a plaque .  This  
Award is based on the 1st semester and 3rd quarter of the current year. The Academic Top 10% of each class will  
receive a certificate and their names will be placed on a Plaque that is then mounted on the Pleasant Valley High 
School Academic Wall of Fam e. The Academic Top 10% Awa rd is based on a student ’s final average for the 
present school y ear. Each depart ment also selects the outstanding students on grade level  for a medal award. 
Determination of the Top 10 Wall of Fame graduating seniors will be made by com piling the averages of grades 
9,10, and 11, and the first semester and first marking period of the second semester at Pleasant Valley.  
 
PERFECT ATTENDANCE:  
Students with perfect attendance (no absences) are recognized at an awards ceremony. At any grade level, perfect 
attendance for one (1) year is recognized with a certificate.  Students with perfect attendance for the four (4 ) years 
from grades 9-12 are recognized with a plaque at the A cademic Awards Program. Excessive tardiness can  result 
in no longer being considered for a perfect attendance award. 
 
SERVICE: 
A Senior Principal’s Citation Award is based on school service. 
 
ATHLETIC 
There will be only one (1) chenille letter “PV” awarded to a student for the entire year and only one of its type to 
be awarded to the student throughout a high school career. The student who participates in a second or thir d year 
of competition on the same level and e arns his/her varsity  letter will be awarded a certificate indicating his/her 
accomplishments. All seni ors who have been awarded a va rsity letter in their senior y ear will be presented a 
plaque indicating their service to the athletic program . Certificates of athletic achievement will be awarded to 
participants in sports at the junior varsity and freshman levels.  
 
The following are the specifications for the letter awarded to the student on each participating level. Coaches may 
not award letters to athletes who ha ve not fulfilled the following criteria, unless an exception is petitioned to and 
approved by the Director of Student Athletics/Activ ities and the building principal. Each case of unique and 
extenuating circumstances will be evaluated on its own merit.  
 

FOOTBALL, BASKETBALL: Play one quarter over half of the total number of quarters of season play.  
FIELD HOCKEY, SOCCER: Play one half over half of the total number of halves of season play.  
BASEBALL/SOFTBALL: Complete one inning over half the total innings of the season except the 
pitchers and designated hitters, who are judged by their value to the team.  
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GOLF: Must have played in over half of the matches.  
CROSS-COUNTRY: Must place in at least one-half of the league meets.  
WRESTLING: Must earn 18 points in competition or wrestle half of the matches.  
TENNIS: Must participate in at least half of the matches in the season.  
TRACK AND FIELD: The competitor must earn an average of 2 points per meet, or have participated in 
75% of the meets.  
VOLLEYBALL: Play in one game over half of the total matches in the season.  

 
AFTER-SCHOOL GUIDELINES 

 
Middle School After-School Guidelines 
Students who are involved in clubs, organizations, aut horized tutoring sessions, and after- school activities like 
sports, band, and chorus, may remain after school only during times when their activity  is m eeting.  Other 
students may need to remain after  school to f ulfill an assigned detention obligation.  Students who are not  
participating in the aforementioned activities are not per mitted to remain at school after hours unless they  have 
obtained permission from the principal or designee and have  provided written, signed parental perm ission and/or 
acceptable parental permission has been obtained by the principal or designee. 
 
The following rules are designed to maintain a safe and orderly environment during after-school hours: 
 

 Only those students authorized to participate in an after-school activity, and are doing so, may remain on 
school property after regular school hours. 

 All other students will be required to either take their assigned school-sponsored transportation home or 
be picked up by their parent/guardian after school in accordance with parent pick-up procedures. 

 Students wishing t o attend an event a fter school must first leave the school prem ises either via their 
assigned school-sponsored transportation or parent pick-up.  They may return to school premises to attend 
the event no earlier than ten (10) minutes prior to the beginning of the event. 

 Students staying after school in or der to participate in extracurricular activities that take place at the high 
school will ride an activity bus to the high school.  The activity bus will be parked at the  front of the 
Middle School building.  Students are no longer permitted to walk to the high school. 

 Students staying after school to participate in on-site activity must report directly  to that activity at the 
conclusion of school.  Failure to do so can result in disciplinary consequences, which could include 
removal from the team, club or activity. 

 Students staying after school to participate in extracurricular activities must have a properly  completed 
permission form on file wi th the school for that activity. Submittal of the permission form indicates that 
the parent accepts responsibility for picking up their child promptly upon the conclusion of the activity. 

 Any student spectator who is still on si te for more than one-half (1/2) hour after an activity or event has 
concluded and/or any student who arrives to participat e in or attend an event or activity  an inordinate 
amount of time prior to t he start of th e event or ac tivity, may be excluded from further participation o r 
attendance at after-school events or acti vities and is subject to disciplinary  consequences.  Violation of 
any of the above rules can result in disciplinary consequences, up to and includin g suspension or  
expulsion, depending upon severity. 

 
Other Middle School After-School Rules 
 
Students for Parent Pick-Up Middle School students will be picked up only on Middle School 

property by a parent/guardia n or another accept able person 
designated by the parent/guardian. 
 

Students participating in off-site school-
sponsored after-school activities 

If necessary, students participating in after-school activities at 
other buildings will assem ble in the cafeteria to sign activity 
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sheets before loading on the bus to other buildings  or fields. 
Clothing changes will be accomplished in the locker room at the 
destination. 
 

All other students All other students will board their assigned school-sponsored 
transportation vehicle to go home or to an approved child care. 

 
Consequences for Noncompliance Regarding the Above Rules: 
 
Any student found on school property after school, who is not authorized to be involved in an after-school activity 
or received per mission as required above and/or is acting in violation of any of the above rules and/or school 
rules, will be escorted to the school office to call their parent/ guardian for immediate pick up. Disciplinar y 
consequences will apply as follows: 

 First Offense:  Written warning 
 Second Offense: One (1) day of ISS and a ban from attending after-school activities for at least forty -five 

(45) school days unless authorized by the principal or designee. 
 Subsequent Offenses: OSS in progressive steps and a ban from attending all after-school activities for the 

remainder of the school year unless authorized by the principal or designee. 
 In cases whereby the student commits any additional disciplinary infraction while on school property after 

school hours, that student  may receive disciplinar y consequences as per the school Code of Conduct, 
which could include expulsion. 

 
High School After-School Guidelines 
Students who are involved in clubs, organizations, aut horized tutoring sessions, and after- school activities like 
sports, band, and chorus, may remain after school only during times when their activity  is m eeting.  Other 
students may need to remain after  school to f ulfill an assigned detention obligation.  Students who are not  
participating in the aforementioned activities are not per mitted to remain at school after hours unless they  have 
obtained permission from the principal or designee and have  provided written, signed parental perm ission and/or 
acceptable parental permission has been obtained by the principal or designee. 
 
The following rules are designed to maintain a safe and orderly environment during after-school hours: 
 
 Only those st udents authorized to partic ipate in an after-school activity, and are doing  so, may remain on  

school property after regular school hours. 
 All other students will be  required to either take their assigned school-spons ored transportation home, be 

picked up by their parent/guardian after school in acco rdance with parent pick-up pr ocedures, or vacat e 
school premises via other appropriate means. 

 Students wishing to attend an event after school must first leave the school pre mises either via their assigned 
school-sponsored transportation, parent pick-up or other appropriate means.  They may then return for the 
event. 

 Students staying after school to  participate in on-si te activity must report dir ectly to that activity at t he 
conclusion of school.  Failure to do so can result in disciplinary consequences, which could include removal  
from the team, club or activity. 

 Students staying after school to participate in extr acurricular activities must have a properly  completed 
permission form on file with the school for that activit y.  Submittal of the permission form  indicates that the 
parent accepts responsibility for ensur ing their chi ld leaves the school pre mises by appropriate m eans 
promptly upon the conclusion of the activity. 

 Any student spectator who is still on site for m ore than one-half (1/2) hour after an activity or  event has 
concluded and/or any student who arrives to participate in or attend an event or activity an inordinate amount 
of time prior to the start of  the event or activity, may be excluded from further participation or attendance at  
after-school events or act ivities and is subject to di sciplinary consequences. Violation of any of the above  
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rules can result in discipli nary consequences, up to and including suspension or expulsion, depending upon 
severity. 

 
Consequences for Noncompliance Regarding the Above Rules: 
Any student found on school property after school who is not authorized to be involved in an after-school activity 
or did not  receive proper per mission as required above and/or is acting in violation of any of t he above rules 
and/or school rules, will have their name taken by school district personnel and directed to leave the premises by  
appropriate means or to call their parent/guardian f or immediate pick up.  The student’s na me will then be turned 
over to school administrators.  Disciplinary consequences may be applied as follows: 
 First Offense:  Written warning. 
 Second Offense:  One (1) day of ISS and a ban from attending after-school activities for at least  

    forty-five (45) school days unless authorized by the principal or designee. 
 Subsequent Offenses:    OSS in progressive steps and a ban from attending all after-school activities  

  for the remainder of the school year unless authorized by the principal or   
  designee. 

 In cases whereby the student co mmits any additional disciplinary infraction while on school property  after 
school hours, that student  may receive disciplinary consequences as per the school  code of  conduct, which 
could include expulsion. 

 
ASSEMBLIES 

 
Assembly is an important phase of our  school life. Our assemblies provide entertainment, guidance instruction, 
and an opportunity to develop poise and confidence throug h participation in programs. Students and teachers are 
assigned seats in assembly. All must enter in a quiet a nd orderly manner and keep conversation to a minimum. 
Immediate attention must be given to the person(s) in charge and/or performing.  
 
Assembly is a place for st udents to practice courtesy. Hand clapping is a way of show ing appreciation and shall 
not be disruptive. Crude forms of noise making, such as whistling or shouting, will not be tolerated. Students shall 
conduct themselves in such a manner so that they cast a positive reflection on their own reputations and that of the 
school. All students must attend assemblies unless excused by an administrator.  
 
Upon being called to an assembly program, students shall proceed to the auditorium/ gymnasium directly without 
stopping at their lockers or the lavatory. Upon entering the auditorium/gymnasium, the students should proceed to 
the front and fill each row completely. Students will be assisted by faculty monitors, who will insure that all seats 
in each row are occupied. All other procedures must be authorized by the principal and/or designee. 

 
ATTENDANCE  

 
The school district recognizes its responsibility to cooperate with the home to encourage regular daily  attendance. 
Regular attendance is a prerequisite for a succe ssful educational experience. Curricula are planned and courses  
taught as a pr ogression of learning activities and ideas, with  each day's work building on work previously done. 
Attendance in class is a basic student responsibility and is of the utmost importance in the awarding of credit for a 
subject. 
 
Successful completion of tests does not fully  indicate that a student has mastered a particular course. Instructor 
lectures, in-class discussi on, successful completion of hom ework and class participation are factors, which  
determine course completion and credit attain ment. Excessive absenteeism from class severely inhibits students 
from gaining information covered in class lectures and discussions.  
 
The Board supports all attem pts to make it possible fo r all students to graduate. However, the Board also 
recognizes that some students repeatedly disobey the rules designed to operate an efficient school. T herefore, the 
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Board makes provisions for withholding credit and/or promotion and for the exclusion from school as a means of 
aiding such students to change their behavior or as a means to remove such students from school.  
 
PA School Code Sections 1333 and 1354 specifically state that after a student has accu mulated three unlawful 
absence notifications that t heir names and t he name of their child will be sent to the local magistrate to be cited 
and possibly fined for the truancy of their child. A truancy elimination plan will be developed. 
 
Excused absences that  are considered legal by  the PA  Department of Education co me under the following 
reasons: illness, death in the immediate fam ily, quarantine, impassable roads, religious holidays, or exceptionally 
urgent reasons that affect the child.  
 
As per the PA School Code, nonschool district sponsored educational trips or tours are considered legal absences;  
however, they will be recorded absences and fall wi thin the attendance policy. College visitations are co nsidered 
educational and trips are lim ited to three (3) per school year. Nonschool District Sponsored Educational Trip 
Forms are available in the attendance office with a parent/guardian letter explaining the agenda of the trip or tour.  
 
The steps to be followed are:  
a.  When a student has accumulated six (6) days absence, a copy of the attendance policy will be mailed home.  
b.  When a student accumulates twelve (12) days absence, a parent/guardian telephone contact may be made to 

clarify the student’s status under the attendance policy, and a letter will be mailed home.  
c.  When a stu dent acquires eighteen ( 18) days absence for the school year, the stud ent and his/her 

parent/guardian will be offered a revi ew by a comm ittee consisting of the principal and/or designee,  
counselor, school nurse and representative teachers. (Days of suspension will not be included in the absence 
plan). A certified letter will be mailed home at this time. The student may lose course credit for the semester 
classes.  

d.  If it is deter mined that no extenuating circ umstances exist upon reaching the nineteenth (19 th) absence in a 
school year, the student may not be granted credit, in accordance  with the attendance contract, and may  be 
required to repeat the educational program for the entire year, as is applicable.  

 
Absence From the PV High School – (Grades 9-12) 
Whenever a student is absent or late/tardy, the parent( s)/guardian(s) is/are required to send a written excuse note 
to the school which documents the following: 
1. Date(s) of absence or tardiness; 
2. Reason for absence or tardiness; and 
3. Signature of parent(s)/guardian(s). 
 
Any student failing to return a properly completed excuse note by the third (3rd) school day after the student has 
returned from an absence may have that absence considered unexcused. In the case of compulsory attendance, 
unexcused absences may become illegal/unlawful, resulting in truancy proceedings. A student m ay not be given 
the opportunity to m ake up class work missed for an illegal absence.  If a student is ab sent six (6) or more 
consecutive days, a doctor’s note may be required upon return to school. 
  
Only students who are officially emancipated may sign their own excuse notes.  
 
Any student who accumulates an excessive number of absences may be considered for alternative education, and 
any student above the compulsory attendance age (17 years or older) accumulating an excessive number of 
absences may be considered for alternative education and/or expulsion.  
 
Parents/guardians should call the attendance secr etary at (570) 402-1000, ext. 4018 (high school) or ext. 2018 
(middle school) whenever a student is absent from school. In the case of exten ded illness or prolonged absence 
(three or more days) parents should notify the school nurse to make her aware of the nature of an illness or  injury. 
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Arrangements may be made with the g uidance office for assignments to be forwarded home. At least 24 hours 
notice is required.  
 

PLEASE NOTE: Any student who is absent on the day  of a final exam must produce a doctor' s excuse for 
the absence. Otherwise, a grade of "0" will be recorded for the exam . The building pri ncipal will review 
each incident of absence on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Absence From the PV Middle School (Grades 7 & 8) 
In the event a student is absent from the middle school, the following procedure must be followed:  
 
1. Whenever a student is absent or late/tardy, the parent (s)/guardian(s) is/are required to send a written excuse 

note to the school which documents the following: 
a. Date(s) of absence or tardiness; 
b. Reason for absence or tardiness; and 
c. Signature of parent(s)/guardian(s). 

2. Failure to submit the required excuse note within three (3) days after returning to school may result in the  
absence being termed “unexcused”.  In the case of compulsory attendance, unexcused absences may become 
illegal/unlawful, resulting in truancy  proceedings.  A student may not be given the opportuni ty to make up 
classwork missed for an illegal absence. Notes may be faxed if prior arrangements are made with the middle 
school attendance office at extension 2018. 

3. If a student is absent six (6) or m ore consecutive days, a doctor’ s note m ay be required upon return t o 
school.  

4. Once a student reaches eighteen (18) days of absence, for any reason, excused or unexcused, a doctor’s note 
will be required for every absence thereafter.  

5. When a student is absent, a parent may obtain homework. Office personnel and teachers require twenty-four 
(24) hours to compile the assigned material.  

 
PLEASE NOTE: Any student who is absent on the day  of a final exam must produce a doctor' s excuse for 
the absence. Otherwise, a grade of "0" will be record ed for the exam .  The bu ilding principal will review 
each incident of absence on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Assessments, Homework, and Missing Assignments 
 
Students are expected to complete all assignments on time unless absent from school.  If a student is absent, they  
will be afforded the opportunit y to take any  tests and hand in any missed assignments.  Students will have the 
same amount of days to make up the missing assignments as days absent from school, unless there are extenuating 
circumstances.  A stude nt may not be given the opp ortunity to m ake up m issed assignments for an 
illegal/unlawful absence (an example would be, but not be li mited to, cutting school or class).  If a student is 
found to have an illegal/unlawful absence, teachers will be notified by e-mail through the attendance office. 
 
Dental-Medical Appointments 
Written requests for students seeking excusal fro m school for appointments must be presented to the Office or  
approval prior to homeroom. The request must state the specific reason, name of physician or service provider as 
is applicable, date, time of dismissal and be signed by the parent/guardian. Telephone requests will be honored in 
emergencies only.  
 
Early Dismissal 
Students wishing to be di smissed from school must submit a signed excusal note from a parent/guardian to the 
attendance secretary before school during homeroom. Information on this excuse shall include the following: full 
name of student, REASON FOR EXCUSAL, date and time to be excused, parent’ s/guardian's signature, and 
phone number where parent/guardian may be reached for verification. Studen ts must sign out in the attendan ce 
office.  
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NO PUPIL, REGARDLESS OF THE REASON(S), IS PERMITTED TO LE AVE THE SCHOOL BUILDING 
OR PREMISES AT ANY TIME WITHOUT OBT AINING PERMISSION FROM THE ADMINISTRATION,  
NURSE, OR PRINCIP AL’S DESIGNEE. If no signed note is  provided and a  parent/guardian is picking their 
child up both child and parent must sign out in the High School office. Students not confo rming to the above 
regulation may be classified as truant and subject to disciplinary procedure.  
 
Pupils may be excused from  school for DENTAL or MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS, providi ng a doctor's 
appointment card or written parental permission, with doctor's name and phone number, is presented to the office 
for administrative approval BEFORE the appointment. 
 
Excusal From High School 
Students absent for two (2) periods or three (3) will be marked absent for 1/2 day. Students absent for four  (4) or 
more periods will be marked absent for a full day.  
 
It is recommended that all attempts be made to arrange all appointments during non-school hours. 
 
Students who will be absent because of  a Nonschool Distri ct Sponsored Educational Trip or  Tour must submit a 
written request, which is signed by a parent/guardian, at least one (1) week in ad vance. (See additional comments 
under "Homework"). Please note that ed ucational trips are NOT permitted the week following the Pro m. College 
Trips are considered educational trips and are lim ited to three ( 3) per school  year. Educational trip f orms are 
available in the attendance office. Wri tten verification must be obtained on college letterhead stating that the 
student was present. NO TE: All absences are cu mulative toward enforcement of the attendance policy . A 
building-approved Nonschool District Sponsored Educational Trip or Tour (up  to five [5] days in length) and/or 
College Trips (up to three [3 ] days in length) will not be considered an absence, but will instead be counted as an  
approved field trip. All written requests must list the dates of requested absence. 
 
Students who fail to obtain administrative permission in advance will have their absences unexcused.  
 
Prevention of “Mass Cut Day” 
On any day when 15% or more of a class is absent, members of that class who are absent illegally/unexcused will 
forfeit privileges for the following:  

Privileges for Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors  
1. Attendance at dances -- including the prom  
2. Library passes  
3. Early dismissal permits for work  
4. Assemblies (students will be assigned to a quiet study)  
5. Attendance at Athletic Awards banquet  
6. Attendance at Academic Awards banquet  
7. Attendance/participation in class activities 
8. Other activities at the discretion of the principal or designee 

 
Tardiness/Lateness – Middle School/High School 
At the high school students are expected to rep ort to homeroom by 7:25 AM. Any student reporting after 7:25 
AM must report directly to the assigned area in order to sign in. Failure to sign in at the  assigned area may result  
in suspension. Students who fail to sign in will be considered absent for the day.  
 
At the middle school students are expected to report  to homeroom by 7:34 AM. Any student reporting after 7:34 
AM must report directly to the assigned area in order to sign in. Failure to sign in at the  assigned area may result  
in suspension. Students who fail to sign in will be considered absent for the day.  
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Students reporting late, with an excusable reason, must bring a written excuse note, which includes the date of and 
reason for tardiness and is signed by the parent/guardian, no later than the following day in order for the lateness 
to be considered excused. There are only three (3) acceptable reasons for being  late to school. They are: sickness 
of the child; death in the fa mily; and extreme emergency. Parental excuse notes, documenting the reason for and 
date of tardiness are required for a t ardy to be excused. If a student comes to school late due to an appoint ment 
from a doctor, dentist, etc., the student must return with and submit acceptabl e written evidence, including the 
date and time of the appointment, of attending such an appointment. A physician’s note may be required after the 
sixth (6th) late to school. Students who are unexcused tardy to school will be subject to the following discipline:  
 

PVHS PVMS 
SET DISCIPLINE SET DISCIPLINE 

1st (#3) Detention 1st (#3) Detention 
2nd (#6) 1 Day ISS 2nd (#6) Two (2) Days of Detention 
3rd (#9) 3 Days ISS 3rd (#9) 1 Day ISS 
4th (#12) 1 Day OSS 4th (#12) 1 Day OSS 

 
Juniors and Seniors may lose driving p rivileges after the 3 rd late to school. St udents who accumulate more than 
three (3) tardies in a semester may be denied driving privileges for the remainder of the school year.  
 
Tardiness to Class 
Students are expected to r eport to all scheduled/assi gned areas punctually and be inside th e classroom at the 
scheduled time. Teacher s will keep a daily record of tardiness. Whenever circumstances dictate that a student 
report late during any class period, a note from the previous period's teacher, the nurse, or a building administrator 
must be presented upon arrival to class. 
 
Students not presenting a note are considered tardy  to class without excuse. Late p asses from the main office are 
issued only if the student was required to be in the office. 
 
Individual teachers will adhere to the general school polic y for this infraction. Penalties for unexcused tardies to  
class shall be the same as those for unexcused tardies to school. Students who are late to class without appropriate 
excuses will be subject to the same discipline chart utilized for tardiness/lateness to school.  
 
Truancy 
The school district deals with unlawful/illegal and ex cessive absences in accordan ce with PA Co mpulsory 
Attendance Laws. Our truancy program is designed to not only enforce the law , but also to address the need for 
intervention and preve ntion of truancy patterns. To do this, we encourage the assistanc e of the 
parent(s)/guardian(s), magistrates, and various local agencies to provide a com prehensive program serving the 
needs of the  students. The local Magistrate will provide  legal i nterpretation of the law at conferences with 
parents/guardians, students, and agencies; Children and Youth Services will provide monitoring, counseling, and 
possible placement of flagrant offenders; in-house and r esidential counseling may be provided by other agencies; 
and the Monroe Count y Probation Department may also provide services. Any questions relating to the truancy  
program can be directed to the following: Mr. Robert  Hines, Associate Principal, Pleasant Valley High School at 
(570) 402-1000, ext. 4007 or Ms. Shel ley Larthey, Assistant Principal, Pleasant Valley Middle School, extension 
2001.  
 
Students who enroll in  the school distri ct, as transfers from  other schools, incl uding charter schools, will  have 
their attendance records from their previous school(s) reviewed by Pleasant Valley school officials and the school 
district attendance policy will apply to absences accrued at all schools at the time of enrollment.  This means that 
attendance records from other schools will be honored by the school district and counted towards the enforcement 
of attendance policies and laws. 
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Students and parents/guardians are sometimes confused about absences that accumulate. All absences from school 
are included in this total: excused, u nexcused unlawful, college visitations, vacations, n onschool-sponsored 
educational trips, early  dismissals, late arrivals, etc. However, parents/guardians should be a ware that lost time  
from school (especially in intensive scheduling) is the primary reason for failing a course. 
For more information, see Board policy No 204.  
 
Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP) 
 
The school districts of Monroe County have adopted a Truancy Elimination Plan (TEP).  The purpose of the plan 
is to inform students and parent(s)/guardian(s) of their responsibilities regarding the importance of abiding by the 
Pennsylvania School Code that requires the presenting of a notice to school officials regarding an absence from 
school.  When a student becomes involved in TEP, that student and his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) will be notified 
when three (3) or more unlawful absences are accumulated.  An unlawful absence is an absence where no note has 
been received by the attendance office describing the nature and reason of the absence.  Notes received after more 
than three (3) days have elapsed after the student’s return to school are recorded as unlawful.  Upon notice of the 
infraction, the student and parent(s)/guardian(s) will be given the opportunity to participate in the TEP process.  If 
the parent(s)/guardian(s) and student choose not to participate in the TEP program, a citation will be made to the 
local magisterial office. 

 
AUDITING OF COURSES FOR GRADES 7-12 

 
The auditing of high school courses is provided for students so they can become involved with course content and 
activities, but generally , there will be no credit (for gr aduation) awarded. Any  student approved for audit 
enrollment must agree to participate fully in all requirem ents of the course work (as if the y were enrolled as  a 
“for-credit” student.)  
 
Audit enrollment status may be requested for approval for the following reasons:  

1. Remediation/repeating a course to enhance the student 's knowledge of course content in order to prepare 
for the next level of instruction. 

2. Initial exposure/enrolling in a course, on a non-credit basis, for the initial time to experience first- hand all 
the concepts and requirements needed for successful completion.  

 
Student eligibility for audit consideration must meet the following criteria:  

1. For remediation - any  student who ha s received le ss than a 75 in the course requested, follows the 
approval procedure, and additionally enrolls in the equivalent of eight (8) credits of course work. 

2. For initial exposure - any student who carries the equivalent of eight (8) credits of course work and  
follows the approval procedure.  

3. The approval procedure requires fo rmal application through the te acher/department chairperson, 
guidance, administration and parent (s)/guardian(s). The student must initiate all action for approval and  
do so during the school year prior to actual audit enrollment. This will require the appropriate forms to be 
submitted (available fro m guidance) and interviews to  be completed on or be fore May 15th. The final 
administration decision will be made on or before May 30th.  

 
It is understood that no more than the equivalent of one full-semester audit course will be considered for approval. 
If the audit enrollment is approved, the signatures denote a "contract agreement" that all course requirements will 
be fulfilled, and that the student will start the course on the first day of class. The approval given for each  audit 
enrollment is subject to ch ange based upon staff, facility and course material availability. No more than 10% of 
each course/class enrollment will be provided for audit.  
 
All courses approved for audit will show on the report card carrying a special marking (AU) and zero (0) credit, 
which will not affect cumulative credit totals and class rank. The following courses are the only ones available for 
audit consideration.  
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1.  All junior and senior social studies semester courses except American Government/Economics.  
2.  All junior and senior science courses.  
3.  All foreign language courses.  
4.  All junior and senior mathematics courses and upper level entry courses. 
5.  All non-entry level business education courses.  

 
The audit enrollment approval carries with it a pro vision that may permit the course to be converted from a non-
credit status to a for-credit status. Before the mid-point of the audited course th e student may petition the teacher 
for a change to credit status. The teacher will subm it a recommendation concerning it t hrough guidance to the 
administration. It is understood that the student request, if approved, will cause all marks accumulated during the 
audit period to be averaged into grades for the report card. The student must have at least a 75 average in the class 
to be considered for credit status. A credit course will not be dropped to provide for an audit course  being 
approved for credit status, nor will an audit course approved for credit be changed back to an audit status.  
 
Seventh and eighth grade students may audit Algebra I, Spanis h I or German I.  If y our child elects to audit a(n) 
Algebra I, Spanish I or German I course, he/she will remain in the class, but will not receive high school credit for 
the course.  This change will not im pact his/her ot her courses or future transcripts.  Stude nts who audit must 
schedule Algebra I in 9 th grade. If y our child elect s to re main in Algebra I, Spanish I or German I for course 
credit, the only  way to dr op the course for the remainder of the school y ear will be counted as a withdrawal, 
which will be present on permanent high school transcripts. 

 
BELL SCHEDULE 

Middle School 
5th Period Lunch 6th Period Lunch 

Period Begin End Period Begin End 
HR/Channel I   7:34   7:48 HR / Channel I   7:34   7:48 
Period 1   7:52   8:34 Period 1   7:52   8:34 
Period 2   8:38   9:20 Period 2   8:38   9:20 
Period 3   9:24 10:06 Period 3   9:24 10:06 
Period 4 10:10 10:52 Period 4 10:10 10:52 
Period 5 – Lunch 10:56 11:38 Period 5 10:56 11:38 
Period 6 11:42 12:24 Period 6 - Lunch 11:42 12:24 
Period 7 12:28   1:10 Period 7 12:28   1:10 
Period 8  1:14   1:56 Period 8  1:14   1:56 
Period 9  2:00   2:42 Period 9  2:00   2:42 

 
7th Period Lunch 

Period Begin End 
HR / Channel I   7:34   7:48 
Period 1   7:52   8:34 
Period 2   8:38   9:20 
Period 3   9:24 10:06 
Period 4 10:10 10:52 
Period 5 10:56 11:38 
Period 6 11:42 12:24 
Period 7 - Lunch 12:28   1:10 
Period 8  1:14   1:56 
Period 9  2:00   2:42 
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BELL SCHEDULE 

High School 
 

Six (6) Period Day 
Warning Bell  7:20  
Homeroom  7:25 – 7:32 7 Minutes 
Period 1  7:38 – 8:34 56 Minutes 
Period 2  8:40 – 9:36 56 Minutes 
Period 3  9:42 – 10:38 56 Minutes 
Period 4 Lunch 1 10:44 – 11:12 28 Minutes 
Period 5 Lunch 2 11:16 – 11:44 28 Minutes 
Period 6 Lunch 3 11:49 – 12:17 28 Minutes 
Period 7 Lunch 4 12:22 – 12:50 28 Minutes 
Period 8 Lunch 5 12:54 – 1:22 28 Minutes 
Period 9  1:28 – 2:25 57 Minutes 
AM MCTI leaves PVHS at 7:25 AM and arrives at MCTI at 7:50 AM 
PM MCTI leaves PVHS at 10:40 AM and arrives at MCTI at 11:05 AM 
AM MCTI leaves MCTI at 10:50 AM and arrives at PVHS at 11:15 AM 
PM MCTI leaves MCTI at 2:15 PM and arrives at PVHS at 2:40 PM and at PVMS at 2:45 PM 

 
BUILDING USE 

 
Student use of the building must follow the guidelines below: 

1. All exit doors, except the main entrance, will be secured at the end of all scheduled school activities. The 
hall security gates will be closed to secure hallways, etc. 

2. Students not engaged in a professionally  supervised ac tivity will clear the building at dis missal time. 
Students violating this procedure may be subject to disciplinary action(s).  

3. A responsible staff member MUST supervise all activities assigned after school or at any other time.  
4. School facilities (gymnasium, auditorium, etc.) are available for community use, pending approval by the 

School Board. Community groups requesting the use of  such facilities must submit a completed request 
as per school district policy.  (See Board Policy No. 707).  

5. The school district will provide police patrols of th e school complex during those tim es when school is 
closed. Any unauthorized person or persons apprehended inside school buildings at times school is closed 
will be prosecuted in accordance with the law.  

6. Staff members supervising after school activities will confine their students to the area of activity.  
7. This policy shall apply to all persons or groups wishing to use the gymnasium or other school facilities.  

 
CAFETERIA 

 
Cafeteria services are provided to the student body and the time students spend in the cafeteria should be a  
pleasant experience for both the students who are  dining and the staff  who monitor the caf eteria. Meals are 
carefully prepared so the students will be served well-bala nced nutritious meals at a nom inal cost. At the high 
school, lunch periods are twenty -eight (28) minutes in length.  At the middle school, lunches are forty-two (42) 
minutes in length. Students have the choice to bring their lunch or buy the prepared lunch. Students are required 
to eat in school and m ay not leave the buildi ng for lunch. Students are expected to cond uct themselves in the  
school cafeteria in the same manner as would be required in polite soci ety. Eating should be, and can be, a 
pleasant, social experience if all are cognizant of  their responsibility to those around t hem. Unmannerly, rude, 
loud or boorish behavior will not be accepted in the school cafeteria and has no place in any part of the school. All 
applicable school rules are in effect in the cafeteria setting. 
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The following guidelines are published to help ensure that every student is afforded efficient service and the 
opportunity to enjoy his/her meal in a safe and controlled environment.  

1. Lunch will be served per student schedule.  
2. During lunch, quiet conversation will be permitted.  
3. Horseplay, loudness, throwing things or disruptive behavior will not be to lerated and appropriat e 

disciplinary action will be taken  
4. Students are to report to the cafeteria at the beginning of their scheduled lunch period. Tardiness and class 

cuts will be recorded and addressed as per school policy.  
5. When directed, students w ill line up inside the cafeter ia in double file for the f ood service lines for all 

lunch periods.  
6. Students observed "cutting int o the line" will be sent immediately to t he rear of the li ne. Under no 

circumstances will any student or group of students be given preferential treatment in this r egard unless 
an emergency situation exists and it is permitted by the building administration.  

7. Students will not be excused from the cafete ria en masse. Granting permission a student to be excused 
from the cafeteria shall within the discretion of a staff member in charge.  

8. The staff member in charge will insu re that dismissal at the correct ti me is made only after papers and 
refuse have been removed from the floor and placed in the proper receptacles.  

9. Students returning to class from the cafeteria are expected to be on time to class.  
10. Students are not allowed to purchase teacher lunches , not to deliver lunches to the teachers,  and not to 

have food delivered to the school.  
11. Students are not allowed to bring glass bottles into the school building before, during, or after school 

hours.  
12. In all matters regarding student conduct during the cafeteria lunch hours, the principal or designee may be 

consulted. Specific seating may be assigned to all students.  
13. Food and drinks are not to be taken out of cafeteria.  
14. Due to safety concerns, hot drinks, consumption of food and drink, and open containers of food and drink 

are not allowed in the hallways before or during school.  
15. It is at the discretion of faculty as to the consumption of food and drink during class time.  

 
Appropriate disciplinary measures will be applied to any infraction of the above. 
 
CafTRAC  
How does CafTRAC Work?  
Every student will have an account. Parents/guardians have the option of prepaying for meals as far in advance as 
they wish b y depositing money into the student’s account. Each time the student eats, the cost of the meal is 
automatically deducted from his/her account. CafTRAC allows students to deposit money into their accounts any  
morning prior to the start of school, or  when they go through the lunch line. Cash or checks (made out to “PVSD 
Cafeteria”) will be accepted. Leftover money in the student’s account will follow the student to the next grade.  In 
the case of a senior, he/she will be required to use all money in the account by the last lunch of the school year. 
 
How does a Student Access His/Her Account?  
Every student will receive a PIN num ber. When the student reaches the cashier station, he /she will put the PIN 
number into the keypad. The cashier wi ll record the purchase and, provided there are sufficient funds to cover the 
purchase, the account will be debited. 

 
CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 

 
Middle School 

1. Academic Contests 
Academic challenges for eighth and ninth grade will be held throughout the year.  

2. Art Exhibits  
3. Artist in Residence  
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Professional artists visit the school to conduct assemblies, workshops and performances.  
4. Band and Chorus Concerts  

The Middle School Bands and Choruses present concer ts annually for parents and friends. Performances 
are held in t he High School auditorium. Family, friends, and the general public are cordially inv ited to 
attend.  

5. Book Fair  
Each year the Middle School l ibrary conducts a one-week book fair where students m ay purchase 
paperback books, bookmarks, cassettes, and related materials supplied by a local vendor.  

6. Drama Club  
Students will present dramatic works for the other students in the Middle School.  

7. National Junior Honor Society Induction  
Eighth grade students who have met all National Junior  Honor Society criteria may be inducted into the 
Arthur A. Smith Chapter of the Junior Honor Society.  

8. Pennsylvania Math League  
Students take part in a statewide math competition. A multiple-choice test will be administered to  
students.  

9. Russell C. Hughes Spelling Contest and National Spelling Bee  
Students are encouraged to participate in the spelling bee contests. Elimination is held during three rounds 
within the school. Each final round is held at a neutral location and involves several other school districts 
within the county.  

 
High School 
The high school offers a wide range of co-curricular activities available to all students. Some activities carry with 
them specific entrance req uirements. In some instan ces, the specific activities are supplemental to the academ ic 
program. Students should contact group advisors/coaches for further information.  
 

1. Non-athletic offerings in clude: Audio / Visual Club, Marching Band, Ch eerleading (for Foot ball, 
Basketball, and Wrestling), Chess, Class Officer s, Drama Club, Drill Silks, Foreign Language Club,  
Future Business Le aders of America, Intramurals, Jazz Band, Junior States of A merica, Library Club 
Aide, Majorettes, Mock Trial, National Art Honor Society, National Honor Society , Rifle Corps, 
Scholastic Scrimmage, School Newspa per, Show Choir, Ski Clu b, Spring Musical, Stage Crew, Student 
Senate, Tutoring Service, Yearbook, Debate Club, Key Club, Leo Club and National Music H.S., German 
Honor Society, Government Interns.  

 
2. The school participates in the following interscholastic sports: Boys’ Football, Girls' Field Hockey, Boys’ 

and Girls' Soccer, Boys' and Girls' Cro ss Country, Boys' and Gi rls' Golf, Bo ys' and Girls' Basketball , 
Boys' Wrestling, Boys' Baseball, Girls' Softball, Girls' Volleyball, Boys' and Girls' Tra ck and Boys’ and 
Girls’ Tennis. Students may  participate in dual-spor ts. Applications and guide lines are avai lable in the  
High School Main Office and Athletic Department Office. 

 
CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS 

 
Students who participate in co-curricular activities such as S cholastic Scrimmage, Spring Reading Ch allenge, 
Mock Trial, Chess Club, Science Oly mpiad, Math League , Envirothon and FBLA will be recognized at a Co-
Curricular Awards Assembly receiving an individualized plaque.  

 
CODE OF CONDUCT  

 
To conduct him/herself appropriately in school, the student must learn the basic discipline g uidelines from both 
the school a nd the home. Discipline m ust be looked upon as important and necessary by  the student, the 
parent(s)/guardian(s), and the school.  
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Unacceptable forms of student behavior can be organized into three categories:  
 

Level I.  Acts of misbehavior resolved by the classroom teacher and/or principal or designee.  
Level II.  Misbehaviors, which by their seriousness or frequency, require disciplinary action by the 

principal or designee.  
Level III.  Misbehaviors which are extremely serious, highly disruptive and/or illegal or criminal in 

nature and are addressed by the principal or designee. 
 
This section identifies some unacceptable student behaviors and cites  the d isciplinary action(s) violators can 
expect. NOTE: This is only  a listing of so me violations and possible disciplinary  actions, and the list is not all-
inclusive, nor is it in any particular order. Final decisions regarding the type and/or pervasiveness/severity of the 
behavior and the disciplinary consequences to be app lied are at the discretion of the ad ministration. In all cas es, 
disciplinary action may be ac celerated for repeat  offenders and/or due to the pervasi veness/severity of the  
offense(s). 

 
LEVEL 1 
A. Types of Infractions: 

 Minor class disruption 
 Dishonesty/lying 
 Classroom tardiness 
 Loitering in halls 
 Dress Code 
 I.D. 
 Misuse of electronic or digital technology 

(Minor) 
 Other similar offenses  

 
 

 
B. Possible Disciplinary Action(s): 

 Warning 
 Conference with teacher 
 Parental contact in person, by phone or mail 
 Detention  
 In-School Suspension (ISS) 
 Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) 
 Bus suspension 

 

LEVEL II * 
A. Types of Infractions: 

 Cutting School 
 Tardiness to school 
 Class Cutting/Being in an unassigned 

area** 
 Unauthorized Cell Phone Use 
 Gang Activity 
 Forgery 
 Vandalism – defacing/destroying property 
 Leaving the building without permission 
 Use, display, and/or possession of profane, 

offensive, vulgar, or obscene language, 
gestures, or materials, including materials 
of a sexual nature 

 Severe cases of dishonesty – 
stealing/forgery/cheating/plagiarism (also 
see Honor Code) 

 Aggressive or disruptive behavior  
 Insubordination and/or defiant and/or 

disobedient behavior 
 Abuse of hallway/lavatory pass privileges 
 Horseplay that could result in injury to 

 
B. Possible Disciplinary Action(s): 

 Detention  
 Loss of privileges 
 In-School Suspension (ISS) 
 Out-of-School Suspension (OSS) 
 Referral to appropriate community agencies 

and/or alternative programs 
 Charges with Magisterial District 

Judge/District Magistrate 
 Restitution for damaged or stolen property 
 Bus suspension 
 Expulsion 
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others and/or damage to property 
 General disruptive behavior 
 Bullying/Cyber Bullying 
 Harassment (including sexual, racial, 

verbal, disability, and physical) – See 
Policy No. 248 

 Throwing food/objects 
 Unauthorized driving to school 
 Threats and/or threatening behavior 
 Misuse of electronic or digital technology 
 Improper distribution and/or posting of 

materials 
 Possession of a false ID and/or the 

possession and/or use of another student’s 
ID 

 Other similar offenses 
 

*Depending upon severity, some Level II infractions could be considered by administration as Level III 
offenses. 
 
LEVEL III 
A. Types of Infractions: 

 Use/possession of tobacco/tobacco 
products 

 Gang Activity 
 Extortion 
 Arson 
 Misuse of electronic or digital technology 

(severe) 
 Gambling 
 Counterfeiting 
 Weapons offenses, including look-alike 

weapons (Also see p. 20) 
 Possession, distribution and/or use of 

controlled substances, drugs, alcohol, or 
other illegal materials, including 
paraphernalia (e.g., pipes, rolling papers, 
other devices) 

 Threats and/or threatening behavior 
(severe) 

 Theft, possession, or sale of stolen property 
 Vandalism of property 
 Acts of violence 
 Fighting/aggressive behavior 
 Participation in offensive, profane, vulgar, 

obscene, or threatening phone calls, e-
mails, Internet communiqués, or other 
means of communication 

 Lodging a bomb scare or the threat of a 
catastrophe to the school or school district 

 
B. Possible Disciplinary Action: 

 Out-of-school suspension 
 Loss of privileges 
 Immediate referral to appropriate authorities 

(e.g., police, district court, district attorney, 
etc.) 

 Expulsion 
 Charges with Magisterial District 

Judge/District Magistrate 
 Bus suspension 
 Restitution for damaged or stolen property 
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 Illegal use of the school fire alarm  
 Harassment (including sexual, racial, 

verbal, disability, and physical) – see 
Policy No. 248 

 Bullying/Cyber Bullying (Severe) 
 Lewd and/or sexually explicit behavior 
 Threatening or intimidating any school 

personnel/students 
 Possession, use or transmittal of 

firecrackers or fireworks 
 Other similar offenses 

 
 
**Class Cutting 
Students are not perm itted to cut classes, including l unch, study hall, hom eroom, or any other school activit y to 
which they are assigned. "Cutting" is  defined as be ing absent from an assigned area or class without the 
knowledge of the person(s) charged wit h responsibility for that area. A cut of any class will result in a g rade of 
zero (0%) for all work missed that day , and a denial of  school privileges which can include participation in or 
attendance at any or all s chool-sponsored functions or events. Disciplinary consequences may also result. The  
policy on class cutting wi ll be strictly  enforced. As is a ppropriate in accordance with stu dent age/grade level,  
should a student violate this regulation, the following may result:  
 

a. First Cut: Student will be assigned in-school suspension(s).  
b. Second Cut: Student will be assigned in-school suspension(s).  
c. Third Cut: Student will be assigned in-school suspension(s).  
d. Fourth Cut: Student will be assigned three (3) day s of out-of-school suspension. Multiple cuts of the  

same class may result in withdr awal failure with  no opport unity for make up of that class. A 
conference with the parent/guardian will be held upon returning to school.  

e. Fifth Cut: Student will be assigned fiv e (5) day s of out-of school suspension. Multiple cuts of the 
same class may result in withdrawa l failure wi th no opp ortunity for make up of that class. 
Parent/guardian conference will be held upon returning to school.  

 
Shuttle buses to M.C.T.I. leave promptly at the same time each day (alternate times for inclement weather delays). 
It is each student' s responsibility to be on t he bus on time. Any student who m isses the bus to M.C.T.I. m ust 
report directly to the main office. Anyone missing the bus and not reporting immediately  to the main office will 
be suspended from school and will be reported to M.C.T.I. for cutting class.  

 
COUNSELING SERVICES 

 
Middle School Counseling 
Our basic concern in the PVMS Counseling Department is to seek to improve in each individual his/her own self-
image. Our primary function is to promote emotional maturity in each student and, in cooperation with the other 
professional staff, to promote the physical, intellectual and moral maturity of each student.  
 
According to the plan developed by the PVSD, counseling services include:  

1. Establishment of a coordinated system of student records and interpretation of student records to students, 
parents/guardians and school staff.  

2. Consultation and follow-up with school staff, administrators and parents regarding the program of testing 
and pupil self-appraisal.  

3. Individual and group counseling available to all students.  
4. Coordination of orientation activities for students knew  to each level of education and for transferring  

students.  
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5. Interpretation of standardized test results to students, parents/guardians and staff.  
6. A school-initiated system of communication and involvement with parents/guardians.  
7. A system of referral and follow-up with agencies  and resour ces available outside the school which 

support the goals of the school counseling services.  
8. Education and vocational placement assistance for students.  
9. Consultation and follow-up with the school staff and administration regarding curriculum development.  
10. Consultation, counseling and follow-up with parents/guardians, school staff, and administrators regarding 

the screening and placement of exceptional students.  
 
Students who wish to go to the Schoo l Counseling Office are encouraged to  schedule an appointm ent in th e 
Counseling Office.  
 
High School Counseling 
Our basic concern in the PVHS counseling department is to help improve each student’s self-image. Our primary 
function is to promote emotional maturity in each student and, in cooperation with the other professional staff, to 
promote the physical, intellectual and moral maturity of each student.  
 
Types of counseling available to students: 

A.  Individual Counseling B.  Group Counseling 
1.  Personal problems 1.  Social problems 
2.  Scheduling 2.  College Choices 
3.  College placement 3.  Vocational Guidelines 
4.  Career exploration 4.  Orientation 
5.  Orientation  

 
Students who wish to go to the guidance office must have a pass from  the guidance office stating the date and 
time of appointment. Signing the pink guidance appointment sheet found in the homeroom attendance folder can 
make these appointments. The guidance counselors have  been pre-assigned to students based on alphabetic (10-
12) family groups and special subgroups. These groupings should permit a student to remain with the same 
counselor all three years. 
 
SAT testing will be offered at Pleasant Valley on: October 6th, November 3rd, May 4th, and June 1st   

All tests are scheduled from 7:00 AM to 1:30 PM 
 

PSAT testing will be offered at Pleasant Valley on October 17th    
All tests are scheduled from 7:30 AM to 11:00 AM 

 
COURSE SEQUENCE 

 
1. No student may enroll in the next grade level of c ourses unless he/she has passed the current grade level 

class. The only  exception to this will b e during the fourth (4 th) year of high school, wherein seniors may 
take two (2) different grade levels to meet graduation requirements.  

 
2. All exceptions to any of the above stated policy must have the approval of the department chairperson, the 

student's guidance counselor and bui lding administration. Said exceptions m ust be reco mmended by the 
classroom teacher, and reasons for same must be due to extreme and unusual circumstances.  

 
CREDITS – HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Transfer/College Credits 
Any transfer credit or college course credit grades will not be calculated into the student’s cumulative average.  
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DANCES 
 
Middle School Dances 
If dances are held at the Pleasant Vall ey Middle School, th ere are certain r ules and regulations that m ust be 
followed and are listed below: 
  

1. A dance spo nsored by any group of students m ust have at lea st six (6) teac her chaperones and must 
organize at least four (4) weeks prior to the danc e.  The appropriate use of facilities for ms shall be 
completed as per Board Policy No. 707. 

2. Dances will be held in the cafeteria. Formal approval must be given by the administration.  
3. All middle school dances are closed  to anyone other than students of those grades att ending the Pleasant 

Valley Middle School for which the dance is advertised.  
4. Dances are scheduled from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
5. To avoid any confusion, st udents will be required to provide their Pleasant Valley student ID card upon 

entering the dance. If a ch ild has lost his/her ID card, he/she should see the t eacher sponsor of the dance 
24-hours before the dance.  

6. Students must remain in the dance area and not wander about the building;  nor may they leave the 
building once they have entered except to leave the premises with their parents/guardians. Failure to abide 
by this rule can result in loss of dance privileges.  

7. All contracts with bands or disc jockeys must be approved as per Board Policy No. 624.  
8. The sponsors will see to it that the or ganization holding the da nce cleans th e complete area prior to 

leaving the building.  
9. Dances will not be scheduled during the weeknights when school will be in session on the following day.  
10. Students should make transportation arrangements with their parents prior to the dance. Use of the phone 

will be avail able in case of emergencies, as stude nts must make transportation arrangements prior to 
attending the dance. Students who fail t o make proper arrangements for parental pick-up will lose dance  
privileges.  

11. Students who are reported for m isconduct will face suspension from attendance at one or m ore 
subsequent dances.  

12. Any student, who has been suspended on the day of the dance or serving an  ISS, m ay not attend th e 
dance. 

13. Administration reserves the right to prohibit students  from participation in cases where student behavior, 
whether severe, chronic, or otherwise disruptive or  potentially disruptive and/or dangerous, would be 
deemed to warrant such action. 

 
High School Dances 
Regulations pertaining to the conduct of school dances are the same as the regulations of any school activity with 
the following additions: 
  

1. Students absent from school may not attend a dance sch eduled on the same day of t heir absence unless 
permission is granted by the principal, assistant principal, or designee.  

2. At all times, there must be adequate lighting during the course of the dance.  
3. Tickets may be on a pre-sale basis to determine the number of chaperones needed.  
4. Pleasant Valley dances ar e closed to t he general p ublic. Only students currently  enrolled at Ple asant 

Valley in grades 9-12 will be allo wed at school-sponsored dances. No outsi de guests will be permitted 
with the exception of the Senior Prom, Mistletoe Ball, and Homecoming (*see below).  

5. Organizations, which sponsor dances, must clean the area of all decorations and material s before leaving 
the building or they will be charged for school employees to do the cleaning.  

6. For all school sponsored dances (on or off the school premises), once students and guests have entered the 
building for the dance, they may not be allowed to leave and return.  

7. No student or guest will be perm itted to enter a da nce after one (1) hour of the time has elapsed. For 
example, a dance scheduled from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. will close its doors at 8:00 p.m.  
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8. Students attending the dance are not permitted to wander around the building.  
9. Dances are usually  scheduled from 7:00 p.m . to 10:00 p.m. Exceptions to these times are made for the  

Senior Prom.  
10. Dances will not be scheduled during weeknights when school will be in session on the following day.  
11. Dances will not be scheduled during holiday vacation. 
12. Administration reserves the right to prohibit students  from participation in cases where student behavior, 

whether severe, chronic, or otherwise disruptive or  potentially disruptive and/or dangerous, would be 
deemed to warrant such action. 

 
Senior Prom/Sweethearts/Mistletoe Ball/Homecoming 
Highlights of the school social y ear include the Senior  Prom, the Sweethearts Dance, the Mistletoe Ball, and  
Homecoming. They are usually held at a neighboring resort or in a district gymnasium and are formal affairs.  

This is a school-sponsored function, and all participating individuals are subject to all school regulations. Students 
in grade 12, and with permission of the administration, may invite guests up to age 22 to attend (including Grades 
9, 10 and 11). Invited guests must complete permission slips, which include the following information:  
 

1. A photocopy of guest’s license or equivalent identification. Guests cannot be over the age of 22 prior to 
the 1st day of school of the current year.  

2. If in a school, provide name and location.  
3. Provide name, address and telephone number.  
4. Sign permission slip.  
5. Additionally no educational trips will be afforded the week after the prom.  

 
Students must provide a doctor’s note if absent the first day of school after the prom. 

 
DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS/CONSEQUENCES 

 
Student Discipline 
Effective discipline serves two purposes. First, it prevents the recurrence of a particular  misbehavior in a student. 
Second, it is a learning experience for the student, perm itting him or her to see why certain rules have been made 
and why they must be followed.  
For more information, see Board Policy Nos. 218, 233, and the section of this handbook entitled “General 
Information/All Students.” 
  
Our school disciplinary policy, at a minimum, has three objectives in mind:  
 

1. Preserving the kind of environment needed for effective teaching.  
2. Dealing with disruptive conduct in a consistent way that corrects students' behavior while keeping them in 

school.  
3. Using out-of-school suspension or  expulsion onl y as deemed necessary and in instances whereby the  

education of other students is significantly affected, the good order of the school is being severely and/or 
chronically compromised, and/or when the health, sa fety and/or welfare of the school population and/or 
facilities is, has been, or will be jeopardized by the actions of the offender.  

 
Detention 
1. High School –  

The administration assigns detentions.  Detention will be for one (1) hour. If affected, students must arrange 
for their own transportation.  Any  missed detention without a legitimate excuse will result in an In-School 
Suspension (ISS).  The only legitimate excuse for a student not reporting to a detention is a doctor or dental 
appointment or legitimate family emergency.  These appointments must be reported to the office prior to the 
detention so that detention can be rescheduled.   
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2. Middle School –  
The administration will be responsible for assigning detentions. Detention will be for 42 minutes. Detentions 
will be held during the student ’s scheduled lunch period and c an be scheduled for any  day of the week.  
Students will report i mmediately to the lunch room to collect their lunch and will be met by the detention 
monitor, who will escort them to the detention room.  The only legitimate excuse for a student not reporting 
to a detention is a doctor appointm ent, dental appoint ment or legitimate family emergency.  Students 
missing a scheduled detent ion will be required to tur n in a legitimate excuse from  the doctor or dentist  or 
parent/guardian upon their return to school.  The m issed detention will be rescheduled for the next available 
day by the office.   
 

3. Rules for Detention(s): 
a. DETENTION MUST BE SERVED ON THE DAY FOR WHICH IT IS ASSIGNED.  
b. The determination of assignment to detention shall be the responsibility of the principal, assistant 

principal and/or designee. The number of detentions assigned to the student is contingent upon the 
seriousness of the infraction.  

c. Students assigned detention shall be notified at least 24 hours ahead of the scheduled detention.  
d. Employment is not an acceptable excuse for not reporting to detention. Students who are absent from 

school on the day of an assigned detention must make up the detention as assigned by the office. 
Arrangements for alternate dates of make-up detentions must be made with the principal and/or 
designee on the day of return to school.  

e. A student serving detention MUST have schoolwork to do. Sleeping or "loafing" will not be tolerated 
and can result in additional sessions of detention and/or suspension.  

f. Misbehavior in Detention – Any student who misbehaves in detention may receive additional 
disciplinary consequences, which could include suspension. 

 
Suspension  
1. If school is closed for inclement weat her or othe r emergency the day of a n assigned suspension, the 

student’s suspension will carry over to the next day that school is in session. 
2. In-School Suspension (ISS) - Students g iven ISS shall immediately report to the in-school suspension room 

(ISS) upon arrival to school. Attendance will be taken. Students will be requi red to remain in the ISS room 
until the end of the school day . No student will be ex cused prior to the end of the school day  except for a 
medical appointment or legitimate emergency. No hall passes will be issued; however, two (2) five-m inute 
lavatory breaks will be granted, one for m orning, one for afternoon. Students may carry their lunch on days 
of suspension or purchase a bag lunch from the cafeteria. Students absent from school during any of the days 
assigned to in-school suspension will report for a make-up suspension date immediately upon their return to 
school. Failure to report to in-school suspension upon re turn to school can result in additional in-school or 
out-of-school suspension. Students who are tardy  to school on da ys of assigned ISS m ust still report to t he 
ISS room after registering in the office. All missed time will be made up during the next school day. 

  
No student will be read mitted to class until the assigned ISS time has been completed, unless authorized by 
an administrator. Students not completing assignments may, at the discretion of the teacher, receive a zero 
(0%) for those assignments.  

 
Teachers will send assignments and tests to students assigned to the ISS room  upon request. It is the 
student's responsibility to bring textbooks and materials to the ISS  room. Suspended students will be gi ven 
the appropriate credit for work completed in the ISS room. The strictest study rules will be maintained.  

 
NOTE:  Hig h school stu dents who h ave Diversified Occupation, Senior S ign-In/Out, or Cooperative 
Education forfeit those privileges on the days of their suspension. 
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3. Rules and Procedures for In-School Suspension (ISS) –  
a. While present for In-School Suspension (ISS), students are subject to both regular school policies and 

other special policies and restrictions as per their suspension status. 
 

b. Students are responsible for bringi ng all necessary materials to the  ISS room immediately upon their 
arrival to school.  This includes notebooks and textbooks for each and every class, SSR materials, and 
a lunch or lunch money.  Students are not permitted to retrieve books, work, etc. from their lockers.  
Students who cannot complete an assi gnment due to lack of pre paration may receive a 0 % for the 
assignment. 

 
c. While suspended from school, students are not permitted to participate in any  athletic or other extra-

curricular activities. 
 

d. Students are not permitted to talk without the permission of the ISS instructor at any time. 
 
e. Students must raise their hand to request per mission to leave th eir seat.  One student at  a time is 

permitted to leave their seat to perform such tasks as utilizing the pencil sharpener, garbage can, or to 
receive/turn in assignments. 

 
f. Students are not to give anything (pencil, paper, book, etc.) to another student.  The IS S instructor 

will distribute any materials necessary. 
 
g. At no point are students allowed to rest their head  or sleep.  Students should at all times sit facing 

their desks with their feet underneath them .  Feet are not to rest on any  desk bar or the wall; they  are 
to remain on the floor.  Neither the desk nor chair is  to be rocked.  All four chair/desk legs sha ll 
remain on the floor. 

 
h. There is no personal grooming (brush, comb, make-up, etc.) permitted. 
 
i. Students are not permitted food or drink within th e ISS room unless it  is part  of a bagged  lunch, 

which cannot be accessed until the designed lunch time. 
 
j. High school students will be provided a lunch – which is ordered in the morning – in the ISS room . 

Middle school students will travel to the cafeteria in  a silent single-file line.  Upon arriving at the 
cafeteria, students sanitize their hands  and purchase lunch.  Students are to make sure they receive 
disposable Styrofoam trays.  In all cases, student s eat their lunch inside the ISS room  and are 
responsible for the proper disposal of waste materials and the cleanliness of their work area. 

 
k. All school rules, as well as the rules of the ISS ro om, are still in effect while outside the room for 

lunch or bathroom breaks. 
 

l. Students are permitted to use the restrooms during the two (2) designed bathroom breaks. Exact times 
will be determined by  the ISS instructor.  One male  and one female at a time may use the restrooms 
while the other students line up with their backs ag ainst the lockers outside each restroom.  Students 
are permitted one trip to the water fountain per bathroom break. 

 
m. Students will receive wor k throughout the da y from their teachers. Student s are responsible for 

submitting all assignments by the designated due date .  Failure to do so can result in a 0% for the  
assignment.  Students are to complete work based upon their dail y schedules.  Students m ust place 
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their name and the assigni ng teacher’s name on each and ever y assignment.  Work which cannot be 
identified may result in a 0%. 

 
n. ISS assignments may not utilize all of a student’s time for each and every period.  Any extra time left 

in a period should be used to com plete large a ssignments from other classes or to constructively  
occupy oneself.  In su ch cases, acceptable activities include  SSR (Silent-Sustained-Reading) or 
studying.  (Catalogs do not count as appropriate SSR material.  The ISS instructor has the final say  as 
to what is acceptable.) 

 
o. Students are solely responsible for the overall cleanliness of their desk an immediate area.  Each area 

is checked before the student is dismissed for the day. 
 

p. Students are to, at all  times, conduct themselves with a respectful attitude.  This includes accepting 
the consequences of and/or responsibility for one’ s actions, and  being cour teous/cooperative to all 
faculty, staff members, and students. 

 
q. While in the ISS roo m (and throu ghout the school building) students may be under video 

surveillance. 
 

r. Disciplinary action may include the filing of criminal (disorderly conduct) charges if necessary. 
 

s. When students commit a disciplinary offense while in ISS, they may be suspended out of school for 
the appropriate number of days, and/or cited for disorderly conduct.  

 
Violation of any of the above regulations will result in additional disciplinary action.  Students receivin g 
out-of-school suspension for violating any  of the above regulations may receive additi onal in-school 
suspension (ISS) time to be served upon their return to school. 

 
NOTE: Disciplinary action may be accelerated for repeat offenders and/or severity of the offense(s).  
 
4. Out-of School Suspension (OSS) - Out-of-school suspension (OSS) involves the exclusion of the student 

from school for a period of one (1) to ten (10) consecutive school days. Students on OSS are responsible for 
getting, completing, and turning in all missed assignments. Suspended students may  not participate in any 
school functions during t he suspension period, incl uding the ti me immediately following the suspension 
being assigned. Students who are suspended are prohibited from school prem ises, including school 
conveyances, and from  participating and/or attendi ng school-sponsored activities unless having received 
written permission from the principal or designee. 

 
Expulsion 
Students who are expelled are prohibited from being on school premises, including school conveyances, and from 
participating and/or attending school-sponsored activities unless having received written permission from the 
principal or designee. 

 
DRIVING 

 
Student Driving - 
The privilege of student driving will be extended on a fi rst-come basis to Seniors based on student attendance 
history. Junior class officers may also receive parking privileges, if available. 
  
If parking is available, a second priority for parking privileges will be extended to Juniors enrolled in a curriculum 
requiring early dismissal and will be awarded to Juniors through a lottery system.  
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Juniors who are involved in fall extracurricular activities may request to participate in  the fall lottery during the 
first week of school. A s econd lottery for juniors i nvolved in w inter extracurricular activities will be held in  
November. Those names chosen will be  allowed driving privileges beginning in m id–November. A third l ottery 
for juniors involved in spr ing extracurricular activiti es will be held in February. Those names chosen will be 
allowed driving privileges beginning in March. Eligible juniors must resubmit their names for each lottery. All 
driving privileges awarded during each of the three lottery sessions become null and void beginning with the start 
of the next successive session. At this t ime, all Junior Parking Passes should be returned to t he office. Failing to 
do so may result in the loss of additional lottery drawings and parking privileges for a student’s Senior year. Any 
eligible junior student must contact the office to register for the lotteries. Registra tion periods will be conveyed 
through morning announcements.  
 
The following rules apply to all students: 

 
1. The Pleasant Valley High School Regi stration of a Motor Vehicle For m must be co mpleted, including 

required information. Students must present a valid driver’s license, stat e vehicle registration card, and 
insurance identification card. In order for a student to obtain aut horized parking privileges  for his/her 
vehicle, that vehicle must be registere d in the Commonwealth of Pennsy lvania within the ti me limit 
required by law and bear a valid registration sticker and license plate. 

2. Each student who registers his/her particular vehicle will receive a parking tag. Tags must be visible at all 
times affixed to the rear-view mirror. Students who fail to display this tag will run the risk of  disciplinary 
consequences.  

3. All vehicles driven to school by  students must be parked in the east  parking lot (next to the new 
auditorium), unless designated otherwise by  the principal or designee. Parking is perm itted only in the  
spaces provided.  

4. Cars are not to be moved during the day unless permission is obtained from the principal or designee.  
5. If a student changes vehicles during the  school year, he/she must report this change to the of fice. There 

will be a replacement charge of $15.00 for lost or stolen tags.  
6. Only students with valid parking permits are allowed to drive to school. Students must drive the vehicle  

registered to them.  
7. Possession or distribution of a forged permit will result in loss of parking privilege for one year.  
8. Any indication of unsafe, reckless or dis courteous driving may result in suspens ion and/or revocation of 

driving privileges, as well as any applicable disciplinary consequences.  
9. Students are not permitted to sit in cars for any reason, including to smoke. The student is expected to 

vacate and lock his/her vehicle upon arrival at school and to report into the building.  
10. Students who park on the school' s property without the proper parking sticker affixed to the vehicle are 

subject to state trespass laws and school disciplinary consequences. Vehicles p arked illegally may result 
in the towing of the vehicle with the driver being responsible for any towing expense.  

11. Speed limits, as posted, and other driving laws (inc luding the use of se at belts) of the stat e of 
Pennsylvania are in effect.  
NOTE: The speed limit in parking lots and driveways is 15 MPH.  

12. The parking lot is off limits to student s during the school day unless properly  authorized. Appropriate 
disciplinary action will be taken toward offenders.  

13. The school is not responsible for theft or vandalism to automobiles or their contents.  
14. Illegally parking off school property may result in actions taken by private property owners and NOT the 

schools.  
15. Driving privileges may be suspended for excess ive tardiness, excessive  absences, poor academic 

performance, and/or disciplinary infractions. 
16. All vehicles are subject to searches by school officials, law enforcement agencies, and the police canine 

units. 
17. All other school  rules and regulati ons apply when students drive and/or park and/or r ide on school 

premises.  
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The school c onsiders the use of a vehi cle to be one  of the m ost serious responsibilities assu med by students. 
Therefore, all rules are expected to be  obeyed and will be strictly enforced. Any violation of the rules, regulations 
and/or policies may result in:  

1. Detention.  
2. The loss of the privilege of driving to school for a specific period of time.  
3. Suspension or expulsion from school for serious or persistent violations.  
4. Arrest for violations of the PA Motor Vehicle Code and/or other applicable laws and regulations  
5.  3rd late to school: loss of driving privileges for two (2) weeks.  
6. 6th late to school: loss of driving privileges for one (1) semester. 
7. 9th late to school: loss of driving privileges for the remainder of the school year.  

 
NOTE: NO PASSENGERS ARE PERMITTED IN AN APPROVED STUDENT DRIVER’S VEHICLE 
UNLESS PERMISSION IS GIVEN BY BOTH STUDENTS’ PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S). 

 
DROP/ADD POLICY FOR GRADES 9-12 

 
Students wishing to make course changes (drop/add) will be allowed to do so under the following conditions:  
 
1. A required class does not appear on their schedule.  
2. Two classes are scheduled for the same time period.  
3. With parental approval, a student in danger of failing may drop a full-credit class on or about the end of the 

first semester or on or about the mid-point of a half-credit or quarter-credit class. 
4. Upon approval of the teacher, administrator, counselor and parent, a student may transfer to another level of 

a full-credit class on or about the end of the first marking period of a semester or on or about the mid-point 
of a half-credit class. 

 
Students who choose to add courses to their schedule in lie u of study hall must schedule an appointm ent to see 
their guidance counselor.  
 
Students are required to carry a minimum of six (6) credits of course work per year. The fifth year student may be 
granted approval to carry less than a full load of courses.  

 
DUAL ENROLLMENT – HIGH SCHOOL 

 
Pleasant Valley High School has been awarded Dual Enrollment funding through the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education. This offers Ple asant Valley 12th grade students the opportu nity to attend Northam pton Community 
College (NCC) tuition fre e and/or East Stroudsb urg University (ESU) at a reduced rate.  All resident seniors 
attending the high school, charter schools, or those on hom e schooling, are eligible to parti cipate. If you wish to 
take advantage of this opportunity, a Dual Enrollm ent Registration Form and a Con current Enrollment 
Application must be completed. The forms can be obtained in the high school guidance office or at either NCC or 
ESU. As noted on the eligibilit y form, funding will be dist ributed to those students eligibl e for the Free and  
Reduced Lunch Program first. The remaining funds will be distributed on a first-come, first-served basis.  

 
EARLY GRADUATION 

 
Guidelines for Early College Admission  
It is the belief of the school district that there is great value, academically, socially and emotionally, to a student in 
completing his/her senior year of high school. However, the school should be flexible in providi ng appropriate 
learning opportunities to fit the needs of all its students.  
 
Those students accepted by a college at the com pletion of their junior year will be elig ible to receive a diplo ma 
upon satisfactory completion of their first year of college as a full-time matriculated student. Their record shall be 
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reviewed by the high school principal  after receipt of an official transcript. School-appr oved courses will b e 
recognized as concurrent credit toward graduation from Pleasant Valley High School. It is understood th at those 
college courses necessary for the completion of requirements for a high school diplom a need to be identified and  
approved by the principal prior to the student being granted approval to waive the senior year.  
 
Each student who wishes to be selecte d for this privilege  must be considered on an in dividual basis and m ust 
show evidence that all obligations to the high school w ill be fulfilled. Upon com pletion and acceptance of all of 
the above, the student will be permitted to participate in commencement exercises with his/her graduating class. 
 
General Guidelines  
Students may have their senior year waived in order that  they might receive early admission to college provided 
that:  

1. They have completed all requirem ents through the junior year and will be attending f ull-time at an 
accredited college.  

2. A student applying for early college admission will have completed twenty (20) credits at the end of his/her 
junior year. The screening committee's expectation is that these credits will involve the most rigorous 
academic program available in the high school including the following specific requisites: three (3) years of 
an 85 (B) or  better academic average in English, Soci al Studies, Scienc e, college preparatory math, an d 
foreign language.  

3. All requests for early  college ad mission consideration will be reviewed by a screeni ng committee, 
composed of the Assistant Principal (who will chair the committee,) two guidance counselors (including the 
student's counselor and the chairperson, if app licable) and two classroo m teachers appointed by t he 
principal.  

4. The screening committee will ask teachers of sophomore and junior courses to submit their evaluations and 
recommendations regarding students being considered for early college admission.  

 
Procedural Steps (Using the application form obtainable from Guidance).  
 
1. The student must submit a statement outlining w hy he/she wishes to be considered for  early college 

admission and what advantages he/she feels can be obtai ned. The student should include a statement of the 
proposed course of study and the college offerings.  

2. The student must submit a form from his/her parent(s)/guardian(s) requesting that the student be considered 
for early admission.  

3. The student must submit teacher and guidance recommendations.  
4. After the ab ove documents are sub mitted, the scre ening committee shall req uire an interview with the 

student's parents or guardians.  
5. After the screening committee reviews the student's academic records and teacher recommendations, it will 

recommend to the principal either approval or disapproval of the request.  
6. The principal shall make the final decision and n otify the student in writing re garding the outcome of the 

request.  
7. If the request is approved, written evidence of early admission acceptance to a college must be submitted to 

the principal.  
 

Upon receipt of written evidence that the school-approved program for the first (1st) year of college has been 
successfully completed, the high school shall award a diploma to the student. 

 
FIELD TRIPS 

 
Field trips provide extended and enriching educationa l experiences that  correlate to the prepared, written 
curriculum. 
  
The following guidelines will be used in conjunction with field trips:  
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1. Field trip expenses will be monitored through building administration. 
2. Parents'/guardians’ permission in writing is requir ed and m ust be on file with the pri ncipal before 

departure time for each pupil participating in the activity.  
3. Any student who has not co mpleted the appropriate paperwork will not be perm itted to go on the field  

trip. 
4. Any student suspended on the day of the field will not be permitted to go on the field trip. 
5. Student/chaperone ratio will be in accordance with appropriate school district policies and regulations.  
6. Students/chaperones will follow school policies on field trips. The discipline code must be adhered to for  

field trips and school-related activities.  
7. Student medication issues shall be addressed as per Board policy. 
8. Students are responsible to acquire pri or written approval and assignments from  each teacher for course 

work missed.  
9. Students must follow all school rules and regulations on a school field trip.  
10. Smoking or use of any form of tobacco, controlled substances, or alcohol by students, adults/chaperones 

is prohibited on field trips. 
11.  Any student with an exc essive discipline record or have co mmitted violations on previous field trips , 

may not be permitted to attend future field trips.  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 121 and No. 210 and any applicable administrative regulations. 

 
GRADING POLICY 

 
The following information pertains to the numerical grading policy.  
 
1. Any grade average below 65 is a failing grade.  
2. During the 1st marking period of a course, the lowest failing grade given to a student will be a 50.  
3. During the 2nd marking period of all courses, teachers may award a numerical grade below 50 by petitioning 

the principal.  
4. Any student who is absent on the day of a final exam must produce a doctor's excuse for the absence, which 

will allow the student an opport unity to take the exam . Otherwise, a grade of "0" will be recorded for the 
exam.  

5. At the high school, each full-credit course final grade w ill be determined by averaging the marking period 
grades, which are 80% of the final average, and the final exam, which represents 20% of the final average.  

6. At the high school, each half (1/2) or  quarter (1/4 ) credit course will be d etermined by averaging the 
marking period grade, which is 80%  of the final averag e, and the final exam, which represents 20% of the 
final average.  

7. At the middle school, each one (1) credit course final grade for high school c redit will be determ ined by 
averaging the four (4) marking period grades, which are 80% of the final average, and the final exam, which 
represents 20% of the final average. 

8. Alphabetic and numeric grade equivalents are listed below:  
 
 

Alpha Equivalent Quality Points Numeric Marks Definition 
A 4.00 92-100 Excellent 
B 3.00 83-91 Above Average 
C 2.00 74-82 Average 
D 1.00 65-73 Below Average 
F 0.00 0-64 Failure 
P   Pass 
I   Incomplete 
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GRADUATE PROFILE CRITERIA 

 
The graduate profile criter ia was established based on the Mission Statement, Beliefs and Goals of the Pleasant 
Valley School District. The Pleasant Valley  School District educational program is the result of a spirit ed school 
and community endeavor planned thr ough a strategic planning partnership. Our youn g men and ladies are 
provided with the instructional and co-curricular experiences and opportunities to meet performance expectations 
that will enable them to:  
 

 Demonstrate effective communication skills includi ng listening, speaking writing, and reading for 
understanding.  

 Demonstrate the use of mathematical processes and applications to formulate and to solve problems.  
 Use critical thinking skills, including problem-solving and decision-making, both individually and 

collaboratively.  
 Demonstrate technological and information literacy skills.  
 Demonstrate responsible citizenship and ethical behavior.  
 Apply understanding of the social sciences to the challenges of the present and the future.  
 Demonstrate knowledge of healthy behaviors that will lead to the developm ent of physical, mental, and 

social well being.  
 Demonstrate active caretaking of the earth and its finite resources.  
 Produce, perform or exhibit their work in the arts.  
 Demonstrate positive self-esteem and respect for others.  

 
GRADUATION 

  
Students must earn the following specific credits to be eligible for a diploma:  
 

Course 
Subjects 

Class of 
2013 
12th 

Class of 
2014 
11th 

Class of 
2015 
10th 

Class of 
2016 

9th 
English 4 4 4 4 
Mathematics 4 4 3 3 
Science 4 3 3 3 
Social Studies 4 4 3 3 
Physical Education 2 2 1.25 1 
Health  1 1 .75 .25 
Driver Education Theory .5 .5 .25 .25 
Arts and Humanities * 2 2 1.5 2 
Electives/PSSA Enhancement 4 4 5 4.5 
Graduation Project .5 .5 .5 .5 
Computer Literature .5 .5 .5 0 
 26.5 25.5 22.75 21.5 

 
*Arts and Humanities courses include the foll owing: Art, Music, Industrial Technologies, Home Economics, 
Foreign Languages and Hi story (other than required Hi story courses). MCTI and Business Education courses do 
not qualify as Arts and Humanities credits toward graduation requirements. 
 
 PSSA ENHANCEMENT Students who score be low the proficient level on the 11 th grade PSSA test must 

enroll in and demonstrate proficiency in a nine (9) week one-half (½) credit course in Math and/or Reading 
prior to graduating.  This is required for graduation.  
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 Students who score below the proficient level on the 8th grade PSSA test must enroll in and pass a nine (9) 
week one-half (½) credit e nhancement course in Math  and/or English prior to the taking of the 11th grade 
PSSA assessment. This is required for graduation.  

 
 All students must successfully meet the performance standards as described in Chapter 4 of the PA School 

Code.  
For more information, see Board policy No. 217. 

 
GRADUATION/COMMENCEMENT RULES 

 
No student will be allo wed to parti cipate in gradua tion/commencement practice until all financial and/or 
disciplinary obligations are met.  Also, students who have  not fulfilled financial and/or disciplinary obligations 
and/or who m isbehave at graduati on/commencement practice will not  be allowed to participate in the  
graduation/commencement ceremony.  Students who misbehave during the graduation/commencement ceremony 
will be rem oved from the cerem ony and their diploma withheld.  The poss ession or use of disruptive devices 
including, but not limited to, beach balls, silly string, other inflatable devices, etc., will result in removal from the 
ceremony and possible citation.  Only  students who complete all academic requirements prior to the graduation 
date will be eligible to part icipate in the graduation/commencement ceremony.  Likewise, all obligations must be 
satisfied before a diploma is issued.  Participation is a privilege, not a right. 
 
NOTE:  Students who are expelled are prohibited from participating in graduation/commencement exercises. 
 

GRADUATION HONORS 
 

1. Three categories of academic honors recognition f or graduating seniors are provided based on t heir mark 
averages for all grades earned at Pleasant Valley High School (which shall be considered to be grades 9, 10, 
11, and the first semester and first marking period of the second semester of grade 12). Special honor seals 
will be affixed to the diploma of those graduates w ho have earned such overall averages as shown below, 
and will be recognized during the annual commencement exercises and by special regalia. 

 
Summa Cum Laude: 96 - 100 Magna Cum Laude: 92 - 95.99 Cum Laude: 85 - 91.99 

 
2. National Honor Society graduates will also be recognized during commencement by special regalia.  
 
3. Top students will be determined based on the  averages of those grades earned for courses for which high 

school credit can be attained.  The period for which su ch grades are considered is that period up to an d 
including the conclusion of the first marking period of the second sem ester of 12 th grade.  The top two  
graduates, as determined by such academic averages, will be named valedictorian and salutatorian. 

 
4. Only those students who have been enrolled in the Pl easant Valley School District for at l east four (4) 

semesters (at least two [2] of which are in his/her senior year), and have earned at least twelve (12) credits 
taking Pleasant Valley School District courses, will be eligible for graduation honors. 

 
GYM LOCKERS 

 
Gym lockers are available for all students to use during their assigned gym classes. In cases where the locker has 
no built-in combination lock, students are responsible for providing locks to secure lockers during their gym class, 
as well as the removal of these locks at the conclusion of their daily Physical Education classes. All students will 
be provided with a gy m locker in which to keep thei r belongings. Students are to keep their assigned l ockers 
closed and locked against incursion by other stu dents, but no s tudent may use a locker as a depositor y for a 
substance or object which is prohibited by law or school di strict regulations, or which constitutes a threat to the 
health, safety, or welfare of the occupants of the scho ol building or the building itself. All lockers are to be kept  
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locked. Stolen property is, therefore, not the responsi bility of the school but  that of the student. The  Board 
reserves a ri ght to authorize its e mployees to inspect the student’s locker at any time for the purpose of 
determining whether the locker is bein g improperly used for the storage of contraband, a substance or object the  
possession of which is illegal, or any material that poses a hazard to the safety and good order of the schools.  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 226.  
 

HALL DECORATIONS, ETC. 
 

All placards announcing activities that have been ap proved by administration as per policy  will be post ed in 
approved areas only. 
 
No placards may be placed before having been checked by  the advisor as to i ts wording, spelling, and thought 
expressed, and teacher having signed the placard.  
 
No placard shall be placed that violates decency  or good taste. No written announcements of a commercial nature 
may be posted on school propert y. The administration reserves the right to rem ove any placards not meeting the 
above requirements.  
 

HONOR CODE 
 

It is the belief in the Pleasant Valley  School District th at the honest pursuit of academic excellence will lead to 
self-satisfaction, awareness, im age and integrit y. The belief in self-actualization through the learning process 
stems from the student responsibility to pursue knowledge. This honor code represents the bel ief that all students 
are capable of the honest pursuit of academic knowledge through research, homework, class work, testing, and all 
other methods used by the faculty to assist and assess student progress.  
 
Unfortunately, some students feel the pressure and need to circumvent the learning process by doing such things 
as communicating answers with another, the unauthorized use or acquisition of material, and/or using the work of 
others and submitting this work as their  own. In this  regard, learning has not taken place, and in fact, a serious 
deterioration of the learning environment, student asse ssment, and the student's own principles have been 
violated. 
 
Violation of Honor Code 
 
Students who violate the Honor Code subject themselves to the following actions:  
 

A.  Type of Infraction B.  Disciplinary Action 
1.   Cheating by copying answers on a test/exam, 

homework and/or other assignment. 
1.   Parent-Teacher conference, parental contact, 

guidance counselor informed, a grade of zero 
(“0”) for all or part of the assignment.  
Notification of the principal or designee.  
Discipline as per Code of Conduct. 

  
2.   Cheating by gaining access to a test or 

assignment, plagiarism on a class assignment 
or homework. 

2.   Parent-Teacher conference, parental contact, 
guidance counselor informed, a grade of zero 
(“0”) for all or part of the assignment.  
Notification of the Principal or designee.  
Discipline as per Code of Conduct. 

  
3.   Cheating by plagiarism on a major research 

paper; stealing a test or other assignment; 
multiple infractions of the Honor Code. 

3.   Parent-Teacher conference, parental contact, 
guidance counselor informed, a grade of zero 
(“0”) for all or part of the assignment.  
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Notification of the principal or designee.  
Possible failure for the marking period or 
course.  Discipline as per Code of Conduct. 

 
 

 

4.   Cheating by use of cell phone communication, 
including text messaging. 

4.   Parent-Teacher conference, parental contact, 
guidance counselor informed, a grade of zero 
(“0”) for all or part of the assignment.  
Notification of the principal or designee.  
Discipline as per Code of Conduct. 

 
NOTE:  In th e case of possible plagiarism , the teacher will hold a conference with the student and counselor to 
determine if plagiarism or a mistake in format was made.  
 
Violation of the Honor Code could result in a student’s dismissal from any national honor society. 
 
For more information, see the “Acceptable Use Policy for Computers and Related Technology” (Board Policy 
No. 815).  
 

HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT/PARENTAL NOTIFICATION 
 
Human Growth and Development units are presented in 8th grade and high school health classes. Specific units of 
study are: 

PVHS: Communicable/Non-communicable Diseases  
PVHS: Human Growth and Development 
8th Grade: AIDS Education 

 
The Human Growth and Development unit, as well as the AIDS Education unit, provides accurate, factual, and 
age appropriate information. (Certain sexually transmitted diseases will be discussed throughout the 
Communicable / Non-communicable diseases unit). 
 
A copy of th e lesson plans and materials used in the delivery of this unit are available for your review upon  
request.  
 
Chapter 4 of the PA School Code requires schools to notify parents and assure that parents have the following:  
 

 Specific information about the curriculum;  
 A process for the review of instructional materials; and  
 The right to have their child excused from specific instruction which conflicts with their religious beliefs 

or principles upon receipt of a written request from the parents.  
 
If there are any questions or concerns regarding this information, please feel free to contact your child’s health 
and physical education instructor.  
 

INDEPENDENT STUDY FOR GRADES 9-12 
 

In order to expand our capacity to accommodate student interest in academic areas, the co mmittee of department 
chairpersons has formulated the following guidelines to regulate and promote independent study:  
 

1. Students interested in a particular area  of study  should be encouraged to propose a study  problem to a  
staff member whose certif ication lies in the area of  interest. Staff members may or may not consent to 
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sponsoring the proposed study. If the staff member consents, sponsorship includes overseeing the work 
periodically, offering constructive criticism, insuring quality and standards, and grading.  

2. Students must obtain a formal request form from the office. The formal request will contain an outline of 
the study proposed, parental signature (consent), th e signatures of the sponsor , appropriate department 
head, and principal, before the study is begun for credit.  

3. The study proposal must be a topic exclusive of regularly offered or scheduled subject courses.  

4. The amount of credit to  be awarded shall be deter mined jointly by the spo nsor, department head an d 
principal. The range of credit undertaken must be no less than ½ unit (equivalence of the one full marking 
period), nor more than one full unit (e quivalence of a full semester’s course). In general, th e amount of 
credit awarded shall depend upon the depth and scope of the study.  

5. All independent study shall be graded as a regular course and shall count toward honor roll eligibility. 

For more information, see Board Policy No. 118 and its accompanying regulations.  
 

INTRAMURALS 
 

Intramural activities are viewed as an extension of the overall middle school learning experience. Through 
participation in these programs, students can be included in either a competitive physical activity among groups of 
classmates, or an individual noncompetitive activity.  
 
Each program is sponsored by a Board approved advisor and meets after school hours. Scho ol insurance or some 
form of insurance is nec essary for pa rticipation. Transportation must be provided, by parents/guardians, for 
students who are participants in any intramural program.  
For more information, see Board Policy No. 122. 
 
The following programs are available*:  
Chess Club Newspaper Yearbook  Sewing/KnittingClub
Computer Club Fly Tying Out-of-season Interscholastic Athletics 
Weightlifting Set Design Art club   

 
*This list is not all-inclusive 
 

LAVATORY PRIVILEGES 
 

1. Each classroom is supplied a color-coded lavatory pass for student use. The assistant principal or designee 
will monitor, on a daily basis, the use of hall pass pr ivileges. At the high school, lavatories will be locked 
during the changing of cla sses. Students are to use t he lavatory as indicated by the pass color. Lavatory  
passes are color-coded by area (e.g., Red, Blue, Yellow, Green, Brown, Purple, and Black).  

2. Students are not to use facilities outside the color-coded areas.  
3. Special/medical needs can be taken care of through the nurse's office or, if the nurse is not available, 

through the main office.  
4. Students who abuse the use of their lavatory privileges may have those privileges revoked or modified for 

a specified period of time and may be assigned detentions and/or suspensions.  
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LIBRARY 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

“Information Literacy for Lifelong Learning”  
 
The mission of the PV Middle School Library is to ensure that students and staff members are effective users of 
ideas and information.  To survive in th e world of information you need to know how to find information, how to 
evaluate information and how to use information effectively to solve problems and to construct new knowledge. 
 
 
Your school library provides accurate and current information.  Each ti me you use your school li brary you are 
developing lifelong skills to succeed in information based global economy. 
 
With the help of technology, your school library makes information available in a variety of formats.  The online 
catalog allows users to se arch for materials in the library’s collection by  key word or subject.   Since the  
automated circulation system is integrated with the online catalog, students can  immediately determine whether 
the book is on the shelf, checked out or  on reserve.  If th ere are no materials available on a particular subject in 
the Middle School collection, students c an search the catalogs of over 500 librar ies on the ACCESS PA database 
and request a book through interlibrary loan. 
 
In addition to ACCESS PENNSYL VANIA, a variety  of online electronic sources are available fro m 
POWERLibrary.  The Middle School Library also has subscriptions to American History, Cobblestone and Gale 
Databases. 
 
Library Policies 

 
1. No materials may be taken from the library without being checked out.  Students must use their ID card to 

check out library materials. Students requesting ACC ESS PA books must show their ID card before the 
ACCESS PA request will be sent.  

 
2. Students must use the District issued ID card.  IDs containing stickers, substitute pictures, holes or other 

markings will not be accepted and the student will not be permitted to check out library materials.   
 

3. Students may not use Temporary IDs to check out library materials. 
 

4. Students may borrow two (2) books for two (2) weeks, with one (1) renewal if there are no reserves on  
the book.  Graphic novels cannot be renewed. 

 
5. A charge of five (5) cents per day  will be made for each overdue book.  A charge of twent y-five (25) 

cents per day, plus any lending library fees, will be made for overdue interlibrary loans. 
 

6. The maximum fine for an overdue book will be $5. 00 per book.  Overdue/fine notices will be distributed  
several times during each marking period. 

 
7. Students are responsible for all checked-out item s until they are returned. Students who ha ve books or 

materials damaged while checked out in their name will be billed for the repair.  If a book needs to be re-
bound, the student will be charged $9.00.  Student s who lose library  materials should report the loss 
immediately. Lost books or books damaged beyond repair will cost the replacement cost plus a $5.00 
technical processing supplies fee – which could include book cover, book poc ket, spine label and cover, 
barcode label and cover, 3M security, etc. – which m ust be pai d within thirty (30) da ys. Removal or 
destruction of barcode labels will result in the charge of $1.00 per label. 
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8. Students who lose interlibrary  loan books are requi red to pa y the charges determined by the lending 

library.  Students who fail to clear their library obligations will lose the privilege of borrowing materials. 
 

9. Students paying a library fine or obligation will sign a ledger indicating the date and the amount paid. 
 

10. Reference books, reserved books, periodicals and verti cal file materials may not be borrowed for hom e 
use.  Due to high demand, these materials must stay in the library. 

 
11. Students may check out videos fro m the Student Collection.  Student videos may  be checked out for 2 

days.  There is a $1.00 per day late fee. 
 

12. Materials can be printed  from the computer network.  Students must notif y the librarian when the y are 
ready to print.  Black and white prints are $0.05 per page and color prints are $0.25 per page.  All printing 
will comply with Section 108 of the Copyright Act of 1976. 
 

13. Photocopies of library materials only  can be made at $0.10 per copy.  All Ph otocopies are made under 
provision of Section 108 of the Copyright Act of 1976. 

 
While in the library, students are expected to use library materials for research or reading.  Homework or studying 
should be done in study hall. 
 
Library Discipline Policy 

 
All students have the privilege of using the school’s library.  With that privilege comes the responsibility to use 
the library properly.  Students who choose not to be responsible library users will face consequences. 
 
To create an atmosphere where everyone will have an opportunity to use the library for research and reading 
without being disturbed, the following discipline policy is in place. 
 

Rules 
 

1. Follow directions the first time they are given. 
2. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself. 
3. Come to the library with a purpose and be prepared to work. 
4. Be considerate of others – enter, work and exit quietly. 
5. Use and return materials when, where and as directed. 

 
Consequences 
1st time: verbal warning 
2nd time: move seat or second verbal warning 
3rd time:  lose library privileges for one six day cycle 

 
Severe Misbehavior 
In the ca se of severe misbehavior, such as fighting, vandalis m, computer tampering, defying a teach er or 
stopping the library from functioning, the three-step consequences do not apply.  Instead, the student will be 
escorted directly to the principal. 
 
NOTE:  Students on 10-m inute yellow hall passes may be sent back to their  study halls without previous 
warning if they are talking or misbehaving. 
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Library Access 
 
A flexible open schedule provi des access to the library  when needed by individuals, groups, and/or classes.  
Students come to the library  for book selection and browsi ng time with their reading or language arts teachers.  
Subject area teachers schedule class time in the library for students to learn the skills and resources necessary to 
begin research assignments. 
 
Through joint planning,  the librarian and subject area teacher wil l determine the number of additional research  
periods a student m ay need to com plete an assignment.  Students are encouraged to use the library during study 
hall and homeroom to continue work on their research.  St udents are responsible for planning the time they need 
to use the library  and are expected to  follow all library  rules and procedures.  If a student needs tim e beyond the 
number of periods determined necessary by the librarian and the teacher, the student may request extra time. 
 
The library is open after school for student use on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 3:30 PM. 
 
All students are expected to plan and use their library time wisely. 

 
Procedures for Using the Library 

 
1. Students must sign up for research passes in the library during morning homeroom.  Only students with a  

late slip will be given passes after homeroom. 
 

2. During morning homeroom, all students must sign-in upon arrival at the library. All students must have a 
Yellow Hall Pass from the homeroom teacher. 

 
3. Students may not sign up for other students.  Passes are non-transferable. 

 
4. Once a student has signed up for the library  time and is given a pass it is expected that the student will  

report to the library after reporting to study hall.  Students must notify the library if they are unable to use 
the pass.  Students who sign-up for research passes and then do not come to the library will be assumed to 
be cutting class.  They will lose their library privileges until they have verified why they did not come to 
the library.  A second occurrence will result in disciplinary action. 

 
5. Upon arrival students will: 

a. deposit completed, stamped and signed pass in the basket at the circulation desk; 
b. gather all materials needed for research; 
c. work quietly for the entire period; 
d. return all materials to their proper location; 
e. gather all personal belongings at the end of the period; 
f. remain seated for dismissal until the bell rings. 

 
6. Yellow Hall passes are good for 10 m inutes from the time that the teacher sig ned the Pass.  All Yellow 

Hall Passes MUST have the student’s first and last name written legibly .  All Yellow P asses must be 
deposited in the basket on the circulation desk. 

 
7. Students who choose not to follow library procedures will lose the privilege of using research passes. 

 
REMEMBER:  the morning homeroom period and after-school dismissal times can be used to checkout, renew 
and return books; pay fines and make photocopies.  The D-Hall Book Return is always available for returning 
books on the way to class, lunch, gym, dismissal, etc. 
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Computer Usage 
 

1. To use any library computer, students must return the sign-off form  from the Student Parent Handboo k.  
Students who do not return the signed form will not be permitted to use library computers. 

 
2. To use the internet, students must first sign-in with the librarian.  The librarian will verify that the student 

has returned the sign-off form, and then assign the student to a specific computer.   
 

3. Students will log-in to the computer using their assigned user name and password. (usually found on their 
schedule sheet).   

 
4. Library computers can be used to do school relate d research projects and word processing ONLY.  Any 

other use will result in the loss of computer privileges and disciplinary action. 
 
Students who use the internet to access their e-mail, do non-school research, play games or fail to sign in will lose 
their computer privileges and will be subject to disciplinary action. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Information Literacy for Lifelong Learning 

 
Library Resources 
 
The Pleasant Valley High School Library affords students, teachers, and staff access to a rich collection of reading 
and reference materials through traditional books, e Books, audio-visual materials, and electronic resources. In  
addition to the high school’ s local collection, student s can sear ch the catalogs of over 3,000 libraries on the  
ACCESS PENNSYLVANIA database at http://accesspa.stat e.pa.us and r equest library m aterials through 
interlibrary loan at no charge. 
 

The library web site offers access to quality information resources to support our curriculum for the entire school 
community. Users will find selected links to all subject  areas as well as links to recommended book lists, MLA 
guidelines, copyright information, web site evaluati on, search tools, and research strategie s. The web s ite also 
includes research guides i n PDF form at for the ter m paper, career project, literary  criticism, and graduation 
project as well as the Library Handbook. Online subject-area pathfinders, featuring print and electronic resources 
with PowerPoint tutorials, guide students step-by-step through research assignments.  
 
The library online catalog can be ac cessed via the library  website. Students can sear ch the library collection by 
conducting a basic search, an advanced  search, or a visual search. Using their student login, students can  view 
information about their own library account, including checkouts, due dates, reserves, and fines. 
 
In addition, a variety of online subscription services provide current, authoritative, and comprehensive articles via 
the Internet. The high school subscripti on services are sel ected to support all areas of the curriculum. Students 
may print, download, or email full-text articles to a personal account. Passwords are available for remote access. 
 
The State POWER Library  project provides Internet access to t housands of full-te xt periodical articles,  
photographs, pictures, charts, maps, and reference materials. Home access to the POWER Library resources is 
available to all valid public lib rary cardholders through Western Pocono C ommunity Library at 
http://www.wpcl.lib.pa.us. You must enter your 14-digit public library card number. If your library card does not 
have 14 digits, you must go to Western Pocono Community Library with proof of residency and a parent/guardian 
to get a new card.  
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Library Access 
 
The library is open Mond ay through Friday following the school calendar. A flexible open schedule provides 
access to the library when needed by individuals, groups, and/or classes. Subject area teachers schedule class time 
in the library for students to learn the skills and resources necessary to begin research assignments. 
 
Through joint planning, t he librarian(s) and subject ar ea teacher(s) will determin e the num ber of additional 
research periods a student  may need to co mplete an assignment. During the school day, students must present a 
signed library pass to use  the library on their own. Student s are encouraged to use the libr ary during study hall 
period and after school to continue work on their research . They are responsible for planning their tim e and are 
expected to follow all library rules and procedures. 
 
Library Policies 
 
1. No materials may  be take n from the library without  being checked out. Students must present their ow n 

PVSD Student Identification Card to check out library materials. Students may not check out books for other  
students. 

 
2. Students may borrow three (3) books for three (3) weeks. Students have the option to renew materials one (1) 

time online and/or renew materials in the library. Generally, only one book per topic may be checked out. 
 

3. Reference books, reserved books, periodicals, software, audio-visuals (with the exception of audio books on 
cassette/CD and books that include CDs/DVDs) may not be borrowed for home use.  

 
4. Students are responsible for all checked-out item s until they are returned. Students who have books or 

materials damaged while checked out under their name will be billed for the repair.  If a book needs to be re-
bound, the s tudent will be charged $9.00. Students who lose library  materials should report the l oss 
immediately. Lost books  or books dam aged beyond repair will cost the replacement cost plus a $5.00 
technical processing supplies fee – whi ch could incl ude book cover, book pocket, spine label and cover, 
barcode label and cover, 3M security, etc. – whic h must be paid within thirty  (30) da ys. Removal or 
destruction of bar code labels will result in the charge of $1.00 per label. Students who lose interlibrary loan 
books are required to pay the charges determ ined by the lending library. Stu dents who fail to clear their 
library obligations will lose the privilege of borrowing materials.  

 
NOTE: Failure to return any  and all library  materials, including any book, pamphlet, magazine, newspaper, 
manuscript, map or other  property within the t ime allotted could result in a fi ne. Furthermore, after the 30-
day time period and fail ure to return said item , borrowers could be charged with the Penns ylvania Crimes 
Code Title 18, Section 6708a Retention of Library Property after Notice to Return which will result in a fine, 
return of item or the value of the item, plus costs of prosecution. 
 

5. Overdue/fine notices are distributed e very two (2) w eeks and are included in report cards and progress  
reports each marking period. Students may view their library account information at any time from the library 
online catalog at school o r at home. Note: All oblig ations must be satisfied before a graduation dip loma is 
issued. 

 
6. A charge of 10¢ per day will be made for each overdue book. A charge of $1.00 pe r day, plus any lending 

library fees, will be made for overdue interlibrary loans. Removing the Interlibrary Loan Strap will result in a 
$1.00 fee. 

 
7. A coin-operated black and white copier with a bill acceptor is available for student use at 10¢ per copy. Black 

& white computer printouts cost 5¢ per page. Graphics and color computer printouts cost 2 5¢ per page. A 
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scanner is av ailable for copying information from library print materials. All printouts must be for school  
assignments and are made under provision of Section 108 of the Copyright Act of 1976. 

 
8. Students are expected to use library  materials and resources for resear ch or reading. A quiet, academic 

atmosphere will be maintained at all times. Co mputers are for ACADEMIC USE ONL Y. Students who 
attempt to download files, access non school-related em ail, blogs, or games, or visit inappropriate sites will  
face disciplinary actions, including but not limited to, warnings, usage restrictions, loss of privileges, student 
suspensions, expulsions, and/or legal proceedings on a case-by-case basis as described in Board Polic y No. 
815, and Nos. 815-AR, and 815-AR-1. 

 
9. Students may not eat, dr ink, or use cell phones in  the librar y. Students may only use p ersonal mobile 

electronic devices in the library as per No. 237-AR-2. 
 
10. A Library Handbook, containing librar y services, policies,  and MLA research guidelines, is distributed to 

each student via their English teacher. Lost Library Handbooks may be replaced for a $2.00 fee, or may  be 
downloaded from the library’s web site. 

 
Procedures for Using the Library 
 
1. Students need a signed library pass to use the library during study hall. Students should secure the library pass 

prior to the period they plan to visit the library . Preferably, students should come for the pass before  
homeroom period or the previous day after school.   

2. Students may not sign up for other students. Passes are non-transferable. 

3. Once a student has signed up for librar y time and is gi ven a pass, it is expected that the student will report  
directly to the library  from study  hall within thr ee (3) minutes of the time indicated on the pass by  the 
teacher/monitor. 

 Once in the library, students must remain in the library until the end of the study hall period. 
 
 Students must notify the library if they are unable to use the pass; otherwise, they will be written up for a 

class cut. 
 
4. Upon arrival students must: 

a) sign in and deposit pass in the pass box; 
b) gather all needed materials for research; 
c) work quietly for the entire period; 
d) checkout materials within the last five minutes of the period; 
e) return all materials to their proper location; 
f) gather all belongings and remain seated until the end of the period. 
 

5. Library staff members will not write passes for students who choose to be late to class. 
 
 Students who choose not  to foll ow the library  procedures will lose the privilege of using study  hall 

research passes. 
 
Library Discipline Policy 
 
The library maintains an academic setting. Its pur pose is to su pport and enrich the academ ic program of t he 
school. All of the general school r ules stated in t he student handbook apply in the li brary. Specifically, when 
using the library, students are expected to: 
 
1. Come to the library with a purpose and be prepared to work. 
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2. Follow directions and cooperate with the librarians and library staff. 

3. Be respectful of other people, the facility, the equipment, and materials. 

4. Speak quietly and use appropriate language. 

5. Return materials on time and fulfill obligations such as payment of fines and damages. 
 
Students who violate the rules will be given a warning. If the inappropriate behavior continues, a discipline 
referral will be generated. Students who repeatedly violate the rules may lose their library privileges, and may 
only be allowed into the library while under the direct supervision of a teacher who is conducting a class activity. 
 

MILITARY ACCESS 

According to statute, military recruiters have access to students and to their nam es, addresses, and telephone  
numbers (if published). If you do not wish military recruiters to access your child’s information, please indicate in 
writing by completing the Parent Notification Form and returning to the school by the due date. 
For more information, see Board Policy No. 112. 
 

MONROE CAREER AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTE (MCTI) 
 
All students permitted to enroll in the Monroe Career and Technical Institute (MCTI) remain under the express 
jurisdiction of the Pleasant Valley  School District and are th erefore subject to a ll policies, rules, regulations and 
procedures of the school d istrict, including the tim e spent using school-sponsored transportation and the time in 
attendance at MCTI and/or in MCTI programs and/or on the MCTI premises. All applicable MCTI programs and 
activities are considered an extension of the Pleasant Valley School District.  
 
Selection 
The following criteria will be used to select PVSD students to attend MCTI:  

1.  Academic achievement  
2.  Attendance  
3.  Attitude, behavior, and interest  
4.  Accuracy and neatness of application  
5.  Personal interview  
 

Removal 
Attending MCTI is a privilege. The privilege can be re moved if a student  does not m aintain a satisfactory  
academic, attendance, and/or disciplina ry record at th e home school or MCTI. Students m ay also be removed 
from the MCTI program as a result of poor behavior on the bus, including but not limited to, the time in transit to  
and from MCTI.  
 
Transportation 
All MCTI students are ex pected to ride the school buses between PVHS and  MCTI, unless MCTI  and PVSD 
issue(s) a dri ving permit. Students may not ride as passe ngers in vehicles wit h students who have been issued 
permits unless administrative permission has been granted. This is granted only when acco mpanied by a parental 
note, which has been determined by administration to be for a legitimate purpose.  
 
In order to enforce this policy, PVHS administration reserves the right to:  

1. Remove students from MCTI for unauthorized driving or unauthorized carrying of passengers. 
2. Remove students from MCTI for being a passenger in a vehicle, regardless of whether the driver has 

permission to drive. 
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The first offense will result in one (1) day of ISS. The second offense will result in t hree (3) days of ISS with the 
loss of all  driving privile ges (both Pleasant  Valley High School and MCT I). A third o ffense shall result in 
removal from MCTI for the school year and loss of credit. 
 
Early Dismissal Procedures 
AM MCTI: Students will depart immediately for MCTI at 7:26 AM. Attendance will be taken at MCTI. S tudents 
will have lunch at MCTI. Students will return at approximately 11:30 AM and report to Period 5 class. 
 
NO PM M CTI: Students will report to Study Hall after P eriod 3 with a 4th period lu nch and remain unti l 
dismissal. 
 

MUSICAL ACTIVITIES – MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Chorus (7th and 8th Grade) 
Rehearsals for the 7th and 8th grade chorus will be scheduled on a rotational basis.  
 
Band (7th and 8th Grade) 
Qualified students at the Middle Scho ol shall have the oppor tunity to participate in one or m ore of a num ber of 
instrumental organizations.  
 
There may also be available a number of small ensemble groups on an elective basis. Such groups might include: 
Woodwind, Brass, Percussion Ensembles, Jazz Band, etc.  
 
All students shall receive one lesson in a small group each week on a rotating schedule basis.  
 
Specific Guidelines 
  
1. Performances:  

Since performance is one of the major goals of the music student, no band member is permitted to miss any 
scheduled performance without presenting, to the director, a written excuse signed by a pare nt or guardian. 
In case of illness, the excuse shall be presented upon t he student’s return to school. Performances deemed as 
fundraisers will have optional student participation, and an admission fee may be charged. 
  

2. Rehearsals:  
Students are expected to attend all re gularly scheduled rehearsals and lessons. However, if a test in a major 
subject conflicts with a student’s weekly  lesson, the test has priority and shall not be missed. After-school 
rehearsals may be held prior to concerts or adjudication festivals in order for the band to use the auditoriu m 
stage. Any such extra rehearsals are usually announced four ( 4) or five (5 ) weeks in advance so th ose 
students can check their calendar.  
 

3. Lessons:  
Band students shall be given a weekly lesson on a rotating schedule, which means they shall be excused 
from a different class each week. However, students are to report to class first, before being excused to their 
lesson. It is the responsibility of each student to turn in homework and to get new assignments.  
 

4. Responsibility:  
It is each band m ember’s responsibility to bring his/her instrument, lesson book, and m usic to school for 
band activities.  
 

5. Behavior:  
All members of the middle school band and choral progr ams are expected to behave in a manner befitting 
their position as representatives of the middle school a nd its music program during all rehearsals, lessons, 
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individual practice sessions, concerts a nd trips. All school rules, regulations and policies are in full effe ct 
while participating in such activities.  Additionally, band mem bers may not misuse or abuse schoo l 
instruments, school property, or any property belonging to other students.  

 
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

 
Membership in the National Honor Society is both an honor and a responsibility. Students elected to membership 
must demonstrate the highest qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  
 
The object of the Pleasant Valley High School chapter of th e National Honor Society  is to create an enthusiasm 
for scholarship, to stim ulate a desire to render service,  to prom ote worthy leadership, and to encounter the  
development of character in all students. These qualifications epitomize the National Honor Society member.  
 
Scholarship: 

Candidates eligible for election to this chapter m ust be members of the junior or senior class. Candidates 
eligible for election to the chapter shall have a minimum Grade Point Average of 92% based on all high 
school credits earned. (GPA includes high school credits earned in

 
8th grade). This scholastic achievement 

shall be the required m inimum scholastic level of ach ievement for admission to candidacy. All students 
who can rise to or above such standard may  be admitted to election on t heir service, leadership, and 
character.  
 
A member will receive written notice if his cumulative grade point average drops below 85. If it is below 
85 for one more marking period before graduation, the member will receive a l etter informing him of his 
dismissal. A member will be allowed only one warning period. A member being considered for dismissal, 
however, is entitled to a hearing before the Faculty  Council to explain any mitigating circumstances. If a 
member is dismissed by a majority vote of the Faculty Council, he is never again eligible for membership 
in the National Honor Society.  

 
Leadership: 

The demonstration of leadership is very  important for selection. Leadership may be demonstrated by the 
number of offices held in both school and community activities. It may  be demonstrated in other wa ys 
such as chairing or being a member of a vital committee that contributes a great deal toward a school or 
community activity. 
  

Service:  
The criterion of service is often defined in terms of performance. It can be demonstrated by contributions 
a candidate has made to school, classmates and/or the community. 
  

Character:  
Because examples of good character are difficult to illustrate, candidates are asked to obtain the signature 
of three members of the community who will attest to their good character.  
 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 
 

Membership in the National Junior Honor Societ y is both an honor and a responsibility. Students elected to  
membership must demonstrate the highest qualities of scholarship, leadership, service, and character.  
The Arthur A. Smith Chapter of the National Junior Society was founded for th e purpose of creating enthusiasm 
for scholarship, stim ulating a desire to render service, promoting leadership, developing character, and  
encouraging citizenship.  
 
To be eligible for membership in the society, a student m ust meet certain crite ria during his/her seventh grade  
year. He or she must have a cumulative average of at least 94% (with double weights for the five major subjects),  



K-12 Student-Parent Handbook  2012-2013 School Year 
Middle/High School Information 

   

 110 

and may not have any  individual grade, which is belo w an 85% during EACH of the four marking periods. A 
student must also demonstrate the qualities of service, l eadership, character, and citizenship and receive teacher 
recommendations. Students who meet these standards will be inducted into the National Junior Honor Society  in 
their eighth grade year.  
 
Once a student has been inducted into the National Junior Honor Society, his/her grades will be evaluated each  
marking period. Mem bers are expected to maintain a cumulative average of  a least a 92%.  Infractions of any 
National Junior Honor Society standards may result in probation and/or dismissal.  
 
PLEASE NOTE: In accordance with the National Junior Honor Society Constitution, cumulative averages and 
individual grades are NOT rounded up. 
 

PARENT/GUARDIAN DROP-OFF AND PICK –UP 
 
Middle School Parent/Guardian Drop-Off and Pick-Up  
Drivers Please Take Note:  
 
Morning Arrival   
In order to assure the safety of all those that drive or  walk on school grounds, please observe the following rules. 
Please be considerate of the other drivers delivering thei r children to school. These rules are in place to assure 
safety, efficiency and reduced traffic back-ups on Route 115. 

1. Bear in mind that the school doors will open at 7:05 AM and that your child is considered tardy if they 
enter their homeroom after 7:34 AM. 

2. Do not drop off students on the highway. Use the protected zone on school property.  
3. Do not drop off students past the point marked on the sidewalk near the gy m entrance. This will protect 

pedestrians crossing from the parking lot.  
4. Do not pass around stopped or slow traf fic after your drop-off. Students shall disembark/unload from the 

driver’s side of the vehicle. This will protect your child from drivers who try to pass cars unloading 
students.  

5. There is only room  for five or six vehicles along the curb. Please drop off your child as soon as your 
vehicle is beside the curb.  

6. Have your child ready to unload as quickly as possible to maintain the flow of traffic.  
7. Proceed carefully past the front of the school as there are pedestrians crossing from the staff parking area.  

 
Afternoon Departure  

1.  Security concerns prompt us to ask parents to refrain from arriving to pick up your child before 2:15 PM.  
Arriving prior to that time on school campus can impede some important school functions.  

2.  Find a parking space in order to keep the driving lanes open for moving traffic.  
3.  Proceed to the right past the tennis courts, then left around the island, to make your pick-up.  
4.  Proceed carefully out to the highway, rather than passing in front of the school.  
5.  Maintain a high and undistracted level of vigilance while in the pick-up area.  

 
Driving patterns are established for the safety of students and drivers. Your cooperation with the above rules will 
help us all preserve the high standards of safety to which we all aspire.  

 
Middle School Early Parent/Guardian Pick-Up From School 
Parents/guardians are enco uraged to schedule all appoint ments (dentist, docto r, etc.) after school hours. In the 
event it is necessary to take a student out of school during the school day, the following steps shall be taken:  

1. The student shall submit a written, signed parental request to the office during homeroom period.  
2. Upon the time of leaving school, a parent/guardian must sign out the student. The parent/guardian will 

need to show proper identification.  
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3. When the student returns to school, he/ she shall report to the offi ce for an ad mittance slip. This will be 
shown to the classroom teacher and given to his/her homeroom teacher before afternoon dismissal. These 
slips will be returned to the office attendance secretary.  

4. If a student s igns out of school early for an appointment with a doctor, dentist, etc., the stu dent may be 
required to return and submit acceptable written evidence of attending such an appointment.  

 
Waiver Policy (Early Dismissal/Late Arrival)  
All students who wish to be dis missed at a ti me other than the regular dis missal time or to be excus ed from 
academic classes must have the written per mission of the principal or designee. Request s must be submitted on 
the appropriate form obtained in the of fice. All requests must be dated, state the reason for the early  dismissal, 
and bear the signature of the parent or guardian. Only requests in writing will be honored by the office.  
 
Special permission for ear ly dismissal/late arrival will be granted only under the following conditions for those 
students in grades 11 and 12:  
 

1. The student is employed on a regular basis and su ch employment is necessary to the economic condition 
of the family and/or early admission to college courses, and/or special needs.  

2. All academic and extracurricular requirements for the day or days in question have been fully met. In this 
regard, students are required to fulfill all school requirements, including attendance at assembly programs, 
which are considered a part of the educational program.  

3. The following steps must be taken prior to granting permission:  
a.  A signed letter from the employer or college must be submitted to the school specifying that the 

student is regularly employed and working papers  must be completed or that college courses are 
being taken.  

b.  A definite statement by the parent/guardian that it is understood that the student employee must 
meet all school requirements prior to dismissal. This statement must be in writing and dated.  

4. Students, parents/guardians, employers, etc., must understand that the privilege of waiver will be revoked 
immediately if there are a ny violations of the stipulated agreement and/or if the student fails to m aintain 
satisfactory academic grades and/or if the student is  under disciplinary correction. Students must sign out 
each day on the provided form in the office and must leave the school grounds immediately. 

5. Senior Sign-Out:  
A senior, who meets the eligibility requirements for this privilege, may be granted perm ission by the 
assistant principal or designee to sign out.  

 
PEER TUTORING – HIGH SCHOOL 

 
The Volunteer Peer Tutoring Program is available to students who want to improve their academic performance. 
Peer tutoring is available through student volunteers. Students who want to have a tutor can submit their names to 
guidance counselors. As t utors are available, they  will be partnered with an other student who exhibit s high 
success in that subject area. Any student who wishes to tutor another student can contact the guidance department. 
The program is not designed to replace the extra help provided by the classroom teacher. It is designed to enhance 
the classroom teacher's help. Teachers monitor all tutoring sessions and follow-up activities.  

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
High School Physical Education 
To be excused from  any physical education class, a note si gned by the parent(s)/guardian(s) and phy sician must 
be submitted to the school nurse before homeroom. Failure to comply will result in a grade o f zero (“0”) for that  
class for each violation. All medical excuses for non-participation in physical education classes must be given to 
the nurse before or during homeroom and are subject to school policy.  
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After the nurse has granted approval for short-term  medical excuses (less than 2 weeks), the nurse shall notify the 
teacher and may assign the student to a study hall.  
 
Long-term excuse (medical) from physical education must be verified in writing by  a physician and shall include 
specifics for Adaptive P.E. for the dura tion of the excused period of time. Otherwise, all students are required to 
participate in phy sical education classes. Participati on includes being properly attired as per Board Policy No. 
221. Students shall not wear jewelry or pantyhose while participating in gym classes. Failure to comply with these 
regulations will have a dir ect bearing upon a student 's grade. Students are instructed to  place their belongings in 
their individual lockers and should not share their locker combinations with other individuals.  
 

PROMOTION/RETENTION POLICIES 
  

7th and 8th GRADE 
 
Full Promotion  
A full promotion requires a student to satisfactorily  complete five (5) courses in the following m ajor academic 
courses of study: Language Arts, Mathematics, Reading, Science, and Social Studies. In addition, a student taking 
Foreign Language for high school credit must pass the course.  
 
The student must also pass 75% of his/her required and student selected electives.  
 
Retention Policy  
A student who fails two (2) or m ore major academic courses of study or does not pass 75% of required or student 
selected electives will be r etained in the present grad e. A student will be pro moted if he/she fails one (1)  major 
academic course and passes 75% of required and student selected electives. If a student fails the same core subject 
two (2) years consecutively, he/she must remediate and pass the class of remediation or he/she will be r etained in 
that grade for the succeeding year. This ensures that a child does not continually fail the same subject.  
 
Remediation Options  
Satisfactory completion of no m ore than two (2) fa iling grades in major subject area s may be made up in the  
following manner:  
 

1. Completion of the failed course(s) at an approved summer school program. 
2. Completion of the failed  course(s) in th irty (30) class hours of private instruction provi ded by a certified 

teacher serving as a tutor and approved by  the middle school principal. At the conclusion of  the tutoring 
program, the satisfactory completion of a final examination developed by an appropriate staff member of 
the middle school to demonstrate mastery of a subject area must occur.  

 
Note: A student who successfully completes a summer school or approved tutoring program will receive a grade 
that is no higher than a “70.” Any student who receives an average of fifty (50) or below will not be allowed to 
remediate the course of study.  
 
PROMOTION - HIGH SCHOOL  

 
The issuance of a graduation diploma is contingent upon the satisfactory completion of credits as outlined by the 
Department of Education and the Pleasant Valley  School Bo ard. Promotion from grade to grade is contingent  
upon the student completing enough credits in each grade to be on target for graduation at the co mpletion of one 
year in grade 12. (Also, see “Graduation Requirements”). 
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RETENTION 
 
Possible Reasons for Retention 
Research indicates the reasons students fail courses include:  
 

1.  Absence from class (should not exceed three [3] per marking period, for any reason)  
2.  Not doing homework and not making up homework after an absence  
3.  Not seeking and/or reporting (frequently) for teacher tutoring  
4.  Poor study habits  
5.  Not being prepared for class/motivation  

 
REMEDIATION 

 
Grades 7 and 8 Math Lab 
The PV Middle School will hold course remediation on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays from 2:45 – 3:45 PM. 
These remediation courses begin at the end of the First (1st) Marking Period and end at the beginning of the 
Fourth (4th) Marking Period.  
 
Grades 9-12 
Remediation is available in the autum n, winter, spring and summer for certain failed courses.  If a failure due to 
“Incomplete/Lack of Effort” (co mment 92) shows on th e final report card, the course cannot be m ade up in 
remediation. Students who have been denied credit fo r attendance re asons are not eligible for remediation 
enrollment. Remediation is not provided for those stude nts who do less than the  minimum expected work during 
the ten months of the regular school year.  
 
If a student has been enrolled in, but has failed to pass, any of the courses or course areas listed below, he/she may 
have an opportunity  to raise his/he r grade to a passing grade in high school remediation classes. However, no 
grade higher than a 70 may be obtained. If enrollments are sufficient, those courses that may be offered include:  
 

English 9 Algebra I Graduation Project World History 
English 10 Algebra II Earth Science U.S. History II 
English 11 
English 12 

Geometry 
Focus on Algebra 

Biology 20th Century History & 
World History 

 
Cost of enrollment will be set once costs to operate the course have been determined.  
 
Registration: Students may register b y mail or in p erson – The co mpleted form and registration fee must be 
submitted at the PVHS office. Deadline dates are to be determined each year. Contact the guidance office b y the 
June graduation date. It is the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian to contact guidance for information 
relevant to summer school registration.  
 
Students who fail a first sem ester course will not be able  to retake the course in the second sem ester without 
permission of a counselor, the teacher of the course, and administration. Only students eligible for graduation will 
be considered. Class size is a major factor in determining the availability of the course.  
 
Minimum Enrollment:  
A minimum enrollment of nine (9) full-tim e students is necessary in order to subsidize th e cost of  offering a  
course. If the minimum enrollment is not realized b y the registration deadline, the courses may be canceled. In 
such case, students will be notified by telephone and tuition refunded.  
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Transportation:  
Transportation to and from classes is the responsibility of the applicant.  
 
NOTE: Absences, tardiness and disruptive behavior will r esult in the i mmediate withdrawal from the en rolled 
class with no reimbursement of fees.  
 

STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
 

Peer Mediation 
Peer mediation is an approach to resolve conflict in which trained peers provide disputants with the opportunity to 
sit face to face and talk uninterrupted about a conflict they are experiencing. With the help of peer mediators, the 
problem is defined, solutions are created  and evaluated, and an agreement is signed that addresses the interests of 
both sides.  
 
The goals of peer mediation are as follows:  

 For disputants to understand and respect different views  
 To open and improve communication  
 To develop cooperation in solving a common problem  

 
The Conflict Mediation Program recognizes that conflict is a natural process and seeks to provide peaceful 
solutions to problems. This program also recognizes that students can solve their own proble ms and that students 
are responsible people.  
 
Any concerned person (peer, teacher, administrator or parent) can fill out a Conflict Mediation Referral Form and 
place it in the Mediation Box in the Guidance Office. Referrals may also be made by contacting a guidance 
counselor.  
 
Student Help and Referral (S.H.A.R.E) 
S.H.A.R.E provides aid for students who are having school  problems due to  home issues, relationship issues, 
controlled substance/drug abuse, alcohol use, depression, and other mental health issues. Students, teachers, 
parents, administrators, and support sta ff can make referrals. Referrals are ke pt confidential and are given to the 
S.H.A.R.E. Team. The S.H.A.R.E. Team gathers informa tion on the student who asks for h elp or is referred by 
friends or adults. School -based information is collected on at tendance, discipline, health services r eports, 
academic performance and feedback from teachers. After the data is gathered, the team will attempt to match the 
student who needs help with an y one of several count y agencies or m ay simply make guidance aware of th e 
student’s needs. Other intervention  alternatives can include support groups or individual counseling. 
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) may make a referral by calling the PV Middle School at (570) 40 2-1000, ext. 2011 or the 
PV High School at (570) 402-1000, ext. 4011. 
 

STUDY HALLS 
 
High School 
The study hall period is to be used for the preparation of assignments, the study of class material, and/or for 
necessary research work in the library. All study halls are supervised and should at all times have an atmosphere 
conducive to study.  
 
The following regulations apply to all study halls:  

1. The room should be checked for general good ho usekeeping at the end of each peri od. All papers should be 
removed from the floor BEFORE the study hall is dismissed.  

2. If a student wishes to use the library, he/she must report directly to the study hall on time, obtain permission, 
and sign out on the attendance sheet provided by the study hall teacher.  
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3. Students who wish to go to the guidance office must have a pass from the guidance office mentioning the 
date and time of appointment. These ap pointments must be secured prior to the student' s study hall period. 
Students must report first to study hall and receive permission to sign out. 

 
Study halls are just what the name i mplies. Study periods provide valuable time fo r students to do assignments 
without interruption. Each student will be assigned a seat a nd is expected to be prepared to work quietl y. No card 
playing, chess playing, etc. and/or other form of disruptive and/or nonacademic behavior will be allowed.  
 

TELEPHONES 
 
During school hours, the  use of office phones will be li mited.  Permission  to use the office phone must be 
obtained from the classro om teacher. Availability is pe rmitted during study halls, l unch periods, or em ergency 
situations. Office phone usage by  students is limited to school business only.  Office personnel must approve the 
use of these phones. Cell phones are to be used in accordance with Board Policy No. 237 and accompanying 
regulations. 
 
Telephones for personal u se are to be used before an d after school hours only.  For the high school only, during 
school hours, students may use the cafeteria telephone af ter permission has been granted by  their teachers. 
Students do not need permission to use the cafeteria phones during their lunch period. Telephones are only  to be 
used for necessary calls.  
 

VOLUNTEERS 
 
We Need Parent Volunteers 
Parent/guardian involvement in school  is one of  the major factors for stude nt success. Please join the Parent  
Advisory Committee (PAC) and/or Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO). For more information, please call the PV 
Middle School at (570) 402-1000, ext. 2001 or the PV High School at (570) 402-1000, ext. 4001.  
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ANNUAL NOTICES 

 
STUDENT RECORDS ANNUAL NOTICE 

 
The Board of Education (Board) of the Pleasant Valley School District (District) recognizes the need to protect 
the confidentiality of personally identifiable information in the educational records of stude nts. It is the intent of  
Board Policy No. 216 and accom panying administrative regulations to insure the privacy  rights of both 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and eligible students (over 18 years of age) in the collection, m aintenance, release and 
destruction of these records as required by the Family Educational Rights and  Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.S.C. 
§1232g. 
 

 The District shall permit the parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student or an eligible student, who is or has been in  
attendance in the District,  to inspect and review the education records of the student. However, there is a  
limitation on the right to inspect and review any post-secondary level records that may be in the file of a student. 
The District will comply with a request to review r ecords within a reasonable period of time (not to exceed 45 
calendar days) after the r equest has been made and such review  shall be in the presence of the principal or 
designated agent for the purposes of se curity and assistance  in explaining or interpreting the data. The right to 
inspect and review education records includes: 

 
1. The right to a response fr om the District to reasona ble requests for explanations and inter pretations of the 

record. 
2. The right to request the a mendment of the student’s e ducation records that the parent or eligible student 

believes are inaccurate by writing to the building principal, clearly identifying the part of the record they want 
changed and specifying why it is inaccurate. If the Distri ct decides not to a mend the record as requested  by 
the parent or eligible student, the District will notify the parent/guardian or eligible student of the decision and 
advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding 
the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or  eligible student when notified of the right to a 
hearing. 

3. The right to obtain copies of records (for a fee) from  the District where failure of the District to provide  the 
copies would effectively prevent a parent/guardian or eligible student from exercising the right to inspect and  
review the educational records. 

4. The school may not destroy records if a request for access is pending. 
 

It is presu med by the District that either parent/guardia n of the student or the eligible student has author ity to 
inspect and review the ed ucation records of the student  at the school in the child’s attendance ar ea unless the 
District has been provided with actual written appropriate evidence that there is a legally  binding instrument or a 
State law or court order governing such matters as divorce, separation or custody, which provides to the contrary. 
 
If the records contain information on more than one student, the requesting parent/guardian may  inspect, review, 
or be informed of only the specific information about his or her child’s records. 

 
Data included in the educational reco rds includes director y information, which is information contain ed in an  
education record of a student that would n ot generally be considered harmful or an invasion of p rivacy if 
disclosed and includes, but is not lim ited to, the foll owing information relating to a student: the student' s name; 
address; electronic mail (e-mail) address; telephone number (with the exception of  unlisted telephone numbers); 
photograph or school picture; date and place of birth; program or major field of study; grade level; participation in 
officially recognized school functions, activities and sports; publications such as play bills, yearbooks, programs; 
weight and height of members of athletic teams; dates of attendance; honors and awards received; the most recent 
previous educational agency or institution attended by the student; and other similar information. A written record 
of this information, or electronic copy of the same, in cluding grade level completed and year completed, will be 
maintained at least 100 years after a student attains age 21.   
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The District will disclose personally identifiable information from the education records of a student who is or has 
been in attendance in the District if the information has been designated as directory information and parent(s)/ 
guardian(s) of students an d eligible students have b een informed annually of the intent of the District to release 
such information. Directory information can be disclosed to outside organizations without a  parent's prior written 
consent, and such outside organizations can include, but are not limited to, companies that manufacture class rings 
or publish yearbooks. Information as indi cated above will not be released if parent(s)/guardian(s) and eligible 
students have informed the District in writing withi n (30) days of publication of the annual notice that personally 
identifiable information is not to be designated as d irectory information with respect to the student. If a student 
opts out of the disclosure of directory information while enrolled in school, that option remains in effect after th e 
student is no longer enrolled in school, unless the student notifies the school in writing otherwise. Annual notice 
is given through the District calendar, in student handbooks on the District website, and in the District newsletter. 
 
An opt out of  directory information disclosures does not prevent a school from  identifying a student by name or 
from disclosing a student’s electronic identifier or institu tional e-mail address in class. A right to opt out of 
directory information does not i nclude a right  to remain anonymous in class, and m ay not be used to impede 
classroom communications and interac tions, whether class  is held in a specif ied physical location or on-line 
through electronic communications. 

The District shall obtain the written, si gned, dated consent of the parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student or eligible 
student before disclosing personally identifiable information from the education records of the student, other than 
directory information. Consent is not required where the disclosure is to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student who 
is not an eligible student  or the student himself or herself. However, the District may disclose per sonally 
identifiable information from the education records of  a student  without written consent of  the 
parent(s)/guardian(s) or the student or the eligible student if the disclosure is: 
 
1. To other school officials, including administrators, supervisors, teachers, guidance counselors, nurses, support 

staff, school police, School Board members, and I.U. personnel within the District who have been determined 
by the District to have le gitimate educational interest s or are providing instruction or services to students, 
including persons under contract with the School Board to  perform a special task (such as, b ut not limited to, 
an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, therapist) , or, as appr opriate, a person serving  on an offic ial 
committee or assisting a school official in performing his/her tasks.  A school official has legiti mate 
educational interest if he/she needs to review an e ducation record in order to fulfill his/her professional 
responsibility. Those with a legitim ate educational interest could include contractors, consultants, volunteers, 
and other parties to who m a school has outsourced services or functions under certai n circumstances, 
including instances whereby the party is under the direct control of the school and the party is subject to the 
same conditions governing the use and re-disclosure of education records applicable to other school officials. 
The school shall use reasonable methods to ensure an official is given access t o only those education records 
in which the official has a legitimate educational interest. Such methods shall include, but no t be limited to: 
physical controls (e.g., locked filing cabinets), tec hnological controls (e.g., r ole-based access controls for 
electronic records) and a dministrative policies. In accordance with §99.33 (a) and (b), a contractor or 
consultant may not re-disclose personally identifiable information without consent unless th e school distr ict 
or institution has authorized the re-disclosure under a FERPA exception and the school district or institution 
records the subsequent disclosure. 

2. Upon request, to officials of another school or school system or post-secondary schools in which the student  
seeks or intends to enroll, subject to the require ments set forth in  99.34. Parents may request a copy  of the 
records sent. The authority to disclose or transfer education records to a student’ s new school does not cease 
automatically the moment a student has enrolled and c ontinues to any future point in tim e so long as the 
disclosure is for purposes related to the student’s enrollment or transfer. A school may disclose ant records or 
information, including health and disciplinary records, that the school could have disclosed when the studen t 
was seeking or intending to enroll in the new school. [§99.31(a)(2)]. 

3. In connection with financial aid, such as a college loan. 
4.  Subject to the conditions set forth in 99.35, to authorized representatives of: 
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a) The Comptroller General of the United States 
b) The Attorney General of the United States  
c) The Secretary of Education 
d) State and local educational authorities 

5. To the Attorney  General of the United States or  to his or her designee in res ponse to an ex parte order in 
connection with the investigation or prosecution of terrorism crimes specified in sections 2332b (g)(5)(B) and 
2331 of title 18, US Code, which does not require a school official to record a disclosure of information from 
a student’s education record when the school makes that disclosure pursuant to an ex parte order. 

6. To State and local officials or aut horities to whom inform ation is speci fically required t o be reported or 
disclosed pursuant to State statute adopted prior to November 19, 1974.  This subparagraph applies only to 
statutes which require that specific  information be disclosed to state or local of ficials and does not apply  to 
statutes which perm it but do not require disclosure.  Nothin g in this paragraph shall prev ent a state fro m 
further limiting the num ber or ty pe of state or loca l officials to whom disclosures are made under this 
subparagraph. 

7. To federal, state and local educational authoriti es conducting an audit , evaluation, or enforcement of 
educational programs. 

8. To state and local authorities if the information concerns the juvenile justice system (including records needed 
to provide educational services). To local or state officials who are part of a juvenile justice system if: 
a. There is a state statute that provides for the disclos ures and the disclosures concern the ju venile justice 

system’s ability to serve, prior to adjudication, the student whose records are being disclosed, and 
b. Prior to the disclosure, the local or sta te officials n oted in the l aw have cert ified, in writing, that the  

personally identifiable information contained in the records will not be disclosed to a third party. 
9. To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the disclosing school district to develop, validate or 

administer predictive tests,  administer student aid programs or improve instruction. The written agreement 
must require the organization to conduct the study in a manner that does not permit personal identification of 
parents/guardians and stu dents by anyone other than representatives of the organization with legitim ate 
interests. The written agreement m ust specify the  purpose, scope, and duration of  the study and t he 
information to be disclosed; require the organizati on to destroy  or retur n all personally  identifiable 
information when no longer needed for  the purpose(s) of the study; and specify the time period during which 
the organization must either destroy or  return the information. The written agreement will help ensure t hat 
information disclosed under this exception is used only  to meet the purpose(s) of the study as stated in the 
agreement and that all re-disclosure and destruction requi rements are met. The District controls the release of 
data and will not publish until it has approved such release. Whenever po ssible, the District should eit her 
release de-identified information or remove students’ names to reduce the risk of unauthorized disclosure of 
personally identifiable information. In all such cases, SSNs shall be removed. 

10. To accrediting organizations to carry out their functions. 
11. To parents of a dependent student, as defined in section 152 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 
12. To the parents of a student who is not an “eligible” student (i.e., 18 years of age) or to the student.  
13. To comply with a judicial order or lawfully  issued subpoena in which it  is ordered that  the existence or 

contents of the subpoena or institution’s response is not to be disclosed. 
14. To comply with a judicial order or lawfully  issued subpoena; provided that, under 99.32, the ed ucational 

agency or institution makes a reasonable effort to notify the parent of the student or the eligible student of the 
order or subpoena in advance of compliance. 

15. To appropriate parties (including the parent/guardian of an eligible student) if the school determines that there 
is an articulable and significant threat  to the health or safety  of a student or other individua ls, subject to the 
conditions set forth in 99.31 (a)(10) and 99.36, and if knowledge of the information is necessary to protect the 
health or safety  of the student or oth er individuals. Such rele ase can include “treat ment records.” T he 
educational agency or institution m ust record the articulable and s ignificant threat that formed the basis for  
the disclosure and the parties to whom the information was disclosed.  

16. Disclosure of information received under a co mmunity notification program concerning a student who is 
required to register as a sex offender in the state. Disclosures under this exception are required to comply with 
guidelines issued by the U.S. Attorney General for State community notification programs. 
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17. Information designated by the District as “Directory Information”. 
18. In connection with a District disciplinary proceeding involving the student. 
19. To the District’s insurance carriers and legal counsel , and/or their agents, e mployees and representatives in 

connection with existing or anticipated claims, litigation or other proceedings involving the student; provided, 
however, that such disclosure shall be  subject to the condition that any such third parties will not disclose the 
information to an y other party without the prior co nsent of the parent/guardi an or eligibl e student unl ess 
otherwise required by law. 

20. To consultants or volunteers that aid the District in the access and/or management of student records.  
 

When providing records to certain officials identified above, the District will make a reasonable attempt to notify 
the parent(s)/guardian(s) o f the student or the eligib le student of the transfer of the records at the last known 
address of the parent(s)/guardian(s) or eligible student.  The District will not provide any further notice of transfer 
of records of a student to a school in which a student seeks or intends to enroll, since a statement will be pr ovided 
to parent(s)/guardian(s) of students and  eligible students in its annual notice dealing with directory  information 
stating that records will be released to such school without further notice. 
 
FERPA permits release of inform ation without co nsent from education records if all p ersonally identifiable 
information has been removed. 
 
For the purpose of enforcing the law, maintaining school safety and creating, maintaining and releasing records in 
connection with law enfor cement purposes, and pursuant to the FERPA, the Superintendent or proper school 
officials, as designated by the Superintendent, may release records and information creat ed and maintained for 
law enforcement purposes, such as incident reports, files, notes and m emoranda, without the consent of students 
or parents. 
 
If an educational agency or institution and a parent/guardian or student are involved in a legal action against each  
other, the educational agency  or i nstitution may disclose to the court, witho ut a court order or subpo ena, the 
educational records that are relevant to the case.  The District may also release a student’s educational records to 
its attorney if the student and parent are involved in litigation with the District. 
 
The District, since it recei ves federal funds, is  required to provide to military recruiters, upon request, a ccess to 
and contact information on secondary students (name, address and listed telephone number of junior and senior 
year students). Access must be the same as would be provided to higher education in stitutions and prospective 
employers. A parent/guardian or student can request that  the information not be released without pri or written 
consent. 
 
Student medical records, maintained by the nurse’s office, are considered educational records as per federal 
guidelines and may be shared with staff who the District determines has a legitimate educational interest and a 
need to know medical information in order to protect the safety and health of the student. Parental requests to 
maintain the confidentiality of any given medical information must be made in writing and can be directed to the 
school principal. The confidentiality of mental health records/information shall be strictly maintained as per PA 
Mental Health Procedures Act 55 Pa. Code Sec. 5100.33. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: This notice provides students and their parents/guardians with notice that the District may 
destroy records under the following circumstances and timelines: 
 
a. Category “A” data, which are records that include a student’s name, address, grades, attendance records, 

selected Chapter 14 (special education) records, selected Chapter 15/Section 504 records, selected Chapter 16 
(gifted ed.) records, classes attended, grade level completed, and year completed may be destroyed when 100 
years have passed since the student’s 21st birthday. 

b. Other special education records, Section 504 records, Instructional Support Team (IST) records, and health 
records may be destroyed when six (6) years have passed from the date a student has left the school district as 
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long as there is no outstanding request to inspect and review the records and the records are deemed no longer 
useful to the school district. 

c. Notice of destruction of these records is provided annually in the publication of this notice.   
d. If parents/guardians or eligible students (eighteen years of age or older) have not requested copies by 

November 1 of the year the records may be destroyed as per paragraphs a & b above. Parents/Guardians or 
eligible students have the right to request a copy of student records before destruction.   

 
Parents are reminded that copies of the records might be needed for the acquisition of social security  benefits or 
for other purposes. 
 
The school district must use reasonable methods to iden tify and authenticate the identit y of parents/guardians, 
students, school officials, and any other parties to whom they disclose education records.  
 
Complaints regarding violati on of rights accorded parent(s)/guardian(s)  and eligible students with respect to  
student records are to be submitted to the appropriate school office in writing .  Requests for an investigation 
regarding a complaint that FERPA has been violated can also be made by others than just parents or students.  All 
complaints will be investigated and responded to in writing within a reasona ble period of time.  If complaints  
cannot be satisfactorily resolved by the District, complaints can be filed with the following: 

 
 Family Policy Compliance Office 
 U.S. Department of Education 
 400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
 Washington, D.C. 20202-8520 

 
Questions regarding the above inform ation or requests fo r a copy  of the records policy  may be referred to Mr. 
Christopher Fisher, Assistant to the Superintendent for Professional and Support Servi ces, (570) 402-1000, Ext.  
1279. 
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CHIP is Pennsylvania’s program to 
provide quality health insurance for 
children of working families who 
otherwise could not afford it. It is 
not a welfare program. 

 
PENNSYLVANIA'S CHILDREN'S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM (CHIP)  
has expanded to cover all uninsured kids and teens.  Now, no family m akes too much money for CHIP becaus e 
there are no income limits! With more than 133,000 uninsured children in Pennsylvania, this is great news for 
families!  
 
CHIP provides quality , comprehensive health insurance (doctor visits, dental, prescriptions, vision care) fo r 
children of working and transitional families who otherwise could not afford it.   
  
CHIP HAS EXPANDED TO COVER ALL UNINSURED KIDS AND TEENS IN PENNSYLVANIA.  NOW, 
NO FAMILY MAKES TOO MUCH MONEY TO QUALIFY FOR CHIP. 
If your kids need health insurance, it’s worth looki ng into CHIP. We guarantee access to qualit y health care 
coverage for your children.  In fact, your kids may be able to continue visiting the same the doctors they see now.  
We cover everything from doctor visits, immunizations, emergency care, prescriptions, dental and eye care - just 
to name a few. 
To get your kids covered visit www.CHIPcoversPAkids.com or call 1-800-986-KIDS.  
  
CHIP HA SIDO EXPANDIDO PARA CUBRIR A TODOS LOS NIÑOS Y ADOLESCENTES SIN SEGURO 
EN PENNSYLVANIA. AHORA, NINGUNA FAMILIA GANA DEMASIADO COMO PARA N O SER 
ELEGIBLE PARA CHIP 
Sí sus niños o adolescentes necesitan  seguro de salud, usted debería preguntar sobre CHIP. Nosotros le 
garantizamos cobertura médica de buena  calidad para sus hijos. De hecho, sus hijos puede n seguir viendo a los 
mismos doctores que ven ahora. 
Nosotros cubrimos todo, desde visitas regulares al docto r, hasta vacunas, visitas a la sala de em ergencia, 
medicinas, visitas al oculista y dentista – solamente por nombrar algunos servicios. 
¡Ahora, ninguna familia gana demasiado para poder recibir CHIP porque no hay límites de ingreso! Para muchas 
familias, CHIP es gratuito – para otras, CHIP esta disponible a bajo costo. 
Para inscribir a sus hijos , visite el siguiente sitio de Internet www.CHIPcoversPAkids.com  o llame al 1-
800-986-5437. 
 
Your children qualify for CHIP coverage when your family income is within certain limits. This income can be from 
jobs that do not provide insurance, from self-employment, from alimony or child support, from survivor benefits, or 
other sources. Family income is adjusted to allow for a m onthly deduction of $90 from earnings and a deduction for 
day care. 
CHIP is ad ministered by the Pennsylvania Insurance Department, but t he coverage is for qu ality medical services 
through regular health insurance companies. 
Most children who qualify for CHIP get FREE coverage. 
For others, CHIP coverage is at monthly rates much lower than insurance usually costs. Whether your 
child is eligible for free or low-cost coverage depends on family income, size of family, and age of the child. Families 
who qualify for low-cost rather than free CHIP pay modest monthly premiums. 
 

http://chipcoverspakids.com/index.php�
https://webmail.pvbears.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=303f4760347c4c23902847e09dbeffc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chipcoverspakids.com%2f
https://webmail.pvbears.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=303f4760347c4c23902847e09dbeffc3&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chipcoverspakids.com%2f
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NOTICE TO PARENTS (CHAPTERS 14, 15, 16) 
For Children Who Reside in the Pleasant Valley School District  

Programs for Eligible Students 
 
Special Education (Chapter 14) 
 
The Pleasant Valley School District, either directly or through various other education agencies including 
Colonial Intermediate Unit #20, pr ovides special ed ucation services which may be required by  children with 
special needs. 
 
In compliance with state and federal law, notice is he reby given by the Pleasant Valley  School District that it 
conducts ongoing identification activities as a part of its  school program for the purpose of identifying students 
who may be in need of special education and related services (eligible students).   If your child is identified by the 
school district as possibly in need of such services, y ou will be notified of appli cable procedures.  Individualized 
services and programs are available for children who are determined to need specially designed instruction due to 
the following conditions: 
 

1. Autism 
2. Deaf-blindness 
3. Deafness 
4. Emotional disturbance 
5. Hearing impairment 
6. Mental retardation 
7. Multiple disabilities 
8. Orthopedic impairment 
9. Other health impairment 
10. Specific learning disability 
11. Speech or language impairment 
12. Traumatic brain injury 
13. Visual impairment, including blindness 

 
If you believe that your school-age child may be in need of special education services and related programs, you 
may request screening and evaluation at any time whether or not your child is enrolled i n the school  district's 
public school program.  Requests for evaluation and screening are to be made in writing to the building principal 
or Mrs. Ellen B. McMasters, Elementary  Supervisor of Special Education/ Mrs. Cheryl L. Caines, Secondary 
Supervisor of Special Education. 
 
Preschool Children With Special Needs 
(Age 3 to School Age) 
 
Parents whose child has a developm ental delay or one or more conditions as listed in the Special Education 
(Chapter 14) Notice above, and/or who  have questions regarding their child's seeing, hearing, learning, t alking, 
moving about, manipulating objects, u nderstanding, showing emotions, getting along with others, playing with 
toys, and/or taking care of himself/herself, should telephone Colonial Intermediate Unit #20  (CIU #20),  which 
offers early intervention, a preschool program for children with special needs.  CIU #20 can provide information, 
screening, evaluation, programs, therapy, parent support, and referral to co mmunity agencies at no cost to the  
parent.  For further information, call CIU #20 at 6 10-252-5550 or Mrs. Ellen  B. McMasters, Pleasant Valley 
School District, at 570-402-1000, Ext. 1310. 
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Protected Handicapped Students (Chapter 15) 
 
In compliance with state and federal law, the Pleasan t Valley School District will provide to each pr otected 
handicapped student without discrim ination or cost to the stude nt or fam ily, those relate d aids, services o r 
accommodations which are needed to provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the 
school program and extracurricular activities to the  maximum extent appropriate to the student' s abilities.  In 
order to q ualify as a prot ected handicapped studen t the child m ust be school  age with a ph ysical or mental 
disability that substantially limits or prohibits parti cipation in or access to an aspect of the school pr ogram.  
These services and prote ctions for "protected handicapped students" are distinct from  those applicable  to all 
eligible or exceptional students enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in special education programs. 
 
For further information on the rights of parents and children, provision of services, evaluation and screening, and 
rights to due  process procedures regarding protected ha ndicapped students, you may contact, in writing or by 
telephone, Mrs. Ellen B. McMasters, Elementary Supervisor of Special Ed ucation, Mrs. Chery l L. Caines, 
Secondary Supervisor of Special Education, at 570-402-1000, Ext. 1310, or any building principal. 
 
Gifted Education (Chapter 16) 
 
The Pleasant Valley School District provides gifted education services to school-age students identified as gifted 
who require these servic es to reach their potential.  In com pliance with state a nd federal law, notice is hereby 
given by the  Pleasant Val ley School D istrict that it c onducts ongoing i dentification activities as a part of its 
school program for the purpose of identi fying students who may be in need of gifted education services.  If  your 
child is identified by the s chool district as possibl y in need of such services, you will be notified of appl icable 
procedures.  If y ou believe that y our school-age child ma y be in  need of gifted education services, y ou may 
request screening and evaluation at any time whether or not your child is enrolled in the sch ool district’s public 
school program.  Requests for evaluation and screening are to  be made in writing to the buil ding principal, Mrs. 
Ellen B. McMasters, Elementary  Supervisor of Special Education, and/or M rs. Cheryl L. Caines, Secondar y 
Supervisor of Special Education. 
 
Confidentiality:  All information gathered about your child is subject of the con fidentiality provisions contained 
in federal an d state law.  The school district has po licies and procedures in effect governing the collection, 
maintenance, destruction and disclosure to third parties of this information.  For information about these policies 
and procedures, as well as rights of confidentiality and access to educational records, you may contact in writing 
or by telephone Mrs. Ellen B. McMasters or Mrs. Ch eryl L. Caines at 570-402-1000, Ext. 1310, or any building 
principal. 
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NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS AMENDMENT (PPRA) 

 
PPRA affords parents and students who are 18 or emancipated minors (“eligible students”) certain rights 
regarding our conduct of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical 
exams.  These include the right to: 
 
Consent before students are required to subm it to a survey that concerns one or more of the following protected 
areas (“protected inform ation survey”) if the survey is funded in whole or in part by  a pr ogram of the U.S. 
Department of Education (ED) - 
1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent; 
2. Mental or Psychological problems of the student or student’s parent; 
3. Sex behavior or attitudes; 
4. Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 
5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships; 
6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers; 
7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or  
8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility. 

 
Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of - 
1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding; 
2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition of attendance, administered 

by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of a student, except for 
hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under State 
law; and 

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or u se of personal information obtained from students for 
marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the information to others. 

 
Inspect, upon request and before administration or use – 
1. Protected information surveys of students; 
2. Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above marketing, sales or other 

distribution purposes; and 
3. Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum. 
 
The Pleasant Valley School District wi ll enact policies, in  consultation with parents, regard ing these rights, as 
well as arrangem ents to protect student privac y in the administration of protected surveys and the colle ction, 
disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes.  The school district 
will directly notify parents and eligible students of these policies at least annually at the start  of each school year 
and after any substantive changes.  The school district will also directly notify parents and eligible students, such 
as through U.S. Mail or email, at least annually  at the star t of each school y ear of the specific or approximate 
dates of the following activities and provide an opportunity to opt a student out of participating in: 
 
•Collection, disclosure, or use of personal information for marketing, sales or other distribution. 
•Administration of any protected information survey not funded in whole or in part by ED. 
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•Any non-emergency, invasive physical examination or screening as described above.  
 
Questions regarding this information a nd/or its related Board Po licy No. 235, its contents and related procedures 
should contact the Superintendent’s Office at (570) 402-1000.  
 
Parents/eligible students who believe their rights have been violated may file a complaint with: 
 

Family Policy Compliance Office 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20202-4605 

 
 



“ALMA MATER” 
 

Oh, come sing Pleasant Valley’s praise 
Our song to Alma Mater raise 

With pride we view our white and blue 
And cherish memories of you 

Chorus: 
Loyal sons and daughters we, 
Ever sing our praise to thee. 

Let others know, sing loud and clear 
To this our Alma Mater dear. 

 
Oh, hallowed walls, long may they stand 
The greatest school throughout the land. 

We’ll remember in many ways 
Our teachers, classmates, happy days. 

Chorus: 
Loyal sons and daughters we, 
Ever sing our praise to thee. 

Let others know, sing loud and clear 
To this our Alma Mater dear. 

 

“Home of the Bears” 


	K-12 Handbook 1 (2012-13).pdf
	SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYS/EARLY DISMISSALS

	K-12 Handbook 2 (2012-13).pdf
	GENERAL INFORMATION FOR ALL STUDENTS
	ARTICLES IN STUDENT POSSESSION 
	EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND ATHLETICS
	ELIGIBILITY FOR PARTICIPATION IN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND/OR INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS
	PRE-SEASON REQUIREMENTS FOR ATHLETICS
	PENNSYLVANIA INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION (PIAA) INFORMATION

	ATTENDANCE
	Compulsory Attendance
	Provisions for Enforcement

	CARE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY/TEXTBOOKS
	COMMUNICATION/EXPRESSION
	COMPLAINT BY STUDENT
	CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
	DISCIPLINE POLICIES
	1. Acceptable Use of School District Computers and Related Technology
	2. Bullying/Cyberbullying
	3. Bus Passes
	4. Cheating/Plagiarism/Forgery
	5. Chronic Disciplinary Issues
	6. Destruction of Property
	7. Dishonesty
	8. Drugs/Alcohol/Drug Paraphernalia
	9. Exclusion From School
	10.  False Fire Alarms 
	11. Fighting
	12. Gambling and/or Trading
	13. Gang Awareness
	14. Hazing 
	15. Leaving the School Building/Premises Without Permission 
	16. Littering 
	17. Metal Detection
	18. Possession/Use of Tobacco
	19.  Projectiles
	20.  Public Displays of Affection
	21.  Reasonable Force
	22. Searches  
	23.  Skateboards/Scooters/Bikes
	24.  Terroristic Threats/Acts
	25.  Theft
	26. Threatening Behavior 
	27. Unlawful Harassment 
	28. Use of Communication Devices, Cellular Telephones and Other Devices (School Board Policy No. 237)
	29.   Use of Inappropriate Language
	30.   Vacating School Premises
	31. Vandalism 
	32. Weapons 

	DISSECTION POLICY
	FIELD TRIP CHAPERONES
	FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
	FIRE DRILLS/EMERGENCY DRILLS
	GRADE REPORTING
	HALL LOCKERS
	Illness – First Aid
	Medication Policy
	Immunization Requirements

	HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION
	HOMEWORK
	Homework Request
	PVHS/PVMS Homework/Classwork Make-Up Policy
	K-6 Homework/Classwork Make-Up Policy

	HONOR ROLL
	INCLUSIVE PHILOSOPHY
	INCOMPLETE COURSE REQUIREMENTS
	INSURANCE
	LOST AND FOUND
	NON-SCHOOL DISTRICT SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL TRIPS OR TOURS
	PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL AFFAIRS
	RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS
	RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
	RULES AT SCHOOL-SPONSORED EVENTS
	SCHOOL VISITATIONS
	SCHOOL POLICIES AND REGULATIONS
	SIX-DAY CYCLE

	TRANSPORTATION (K-12 STUDENTS)
	KINDERGARTEN PROCEDURES
	WITHDRAWALS OR TRANSFERS FROM SCHOOL


	K-12 Handbook 3 (2012-13).pdf
	ELEMENTARY LEVEL INFORMATION
	VISION STATEMENT
	ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
	PVE - Arrival / Dismissal 
	PVE Parent Pick-up 
	Polk - Arrival 

	ATTENDANCE
	Excused Absences 
	Tardiness

	GRADE PROMOTION - RETENTION POLICY
	GRADING SYSTEM and REPORT CARDS FOR GRADES K – 6
	Parent/Guardian Responsibilities 
	Progress Reports 

	LIBRARY PROCEDURES
	Library Behavior Expectations 
	K – 3 Library Access 

	LUNCH ROOM PROCEDURES
	MONEY
	MUSIC PROGRAM – INSTRUMENTAL - PVI
	PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
	SCHOOL DELAYS 
	STUDENT BEHAVIOR
	CODE OF CONDUCT
	After-school Behavior
	Gum Chewing /Eating
	Lavatory 
	Privilege Denial 

	STUDENT SERVICES
	Inclusive Philosophy 
	School Counseling Services



	K-12 Handbook 4 (2012-13).pdf
	MIDDLE / HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION
	VISION STATEMENTS
	AWARDS
	ASSEMBLIES
	ATTENDANCE 
	Absence From the PV High School – (Grades 9-12)
	Absence From the PV Middle School (Grades 7 & 8)
	Dental-Medical Appointments
	Early Dismissal
	Excusal From High School
	Prevention of “Mass Cut Day”
	Tardiness/Lateness – Middle School/High School
	Tardiness to Class
	Truancy

	AUDITING OF COURSES FOR GRADES 7-12
	BELL SCHEDULE
	BUILDING USE
	CAFETERIA
	CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES PROGRAM
	CO-CURRICULAR AWARDS
	COUNSELING SERVICES
	Middle School Counseling
	High School Counseling

	COURSE SEQUENCE
	CREDITS – HIGH SCHOOL
	DANCES
	DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS/CONSEQUENCES
	Student Discipline

	DRIVING
	DROP/ADD POLICY FOR GRADES 9-12
	DUAL ENROLLMENT – HIGH SCHOOL
	EARLY GRADUATION
	FIELD TRIPS
	GRADING POLICY
	GRADUATE PROFILE CRITERIA
	GRADUATION
	GRADUATION HONORS
	GYM LOCKERS
	HALL DECORATIONS, ETC.
	HONOR CODE
	HUMAN GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT/PARENTAL NOTIFICATION
	INDEPENDENT STUDY FOR GRADES 9-12
	INTRAMURALS
	LAVATORY PRIVILEGES
	HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY
	Procedures for Using the Library
	Library Discipline Policy

	MONROE CAREER AND TECHNICAL INSTITUTE (MCTI)
	MUSICAL ACTIVITIES – MIDDLE SCHOOL
	NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY
	PARENT/GUARDIAN DROP-OFF AND PICK –UP
	Waiver Policy (Early Dismissal/Late Arrival) 

	PEER TUTORING – HIGH SCHOOL
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	PROMOTION/RETENTION POLICIES
	PROMOTION - HIGH SCHOOL 
	RETENTION

	REMEDIATION
	STUDENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
	STUDY HALLS
	TELEPHONES
	VOLUNTEERS


	K-12 Handbook 5 (2012-13).pdf
	NOTICE TO PARENTS (CHAPTERS 14, 15, 16)


